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Vermont's Largest Inventory 
of New & Used Camera Equipment 


(802) 244-0883 

14 SUNSET DRIVE 
WATERBURY CENTER, VT 05677 
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f Saturday, January 1, 2011 • 11am -5pm 

Save Storewide 

3 Celebrate the New Year with Fantastic 
Savings in every department. 

LOWEST PRICES EVER l 


*0% 12-Month No Interest Financing 
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THE NORTH FACE STORE @ 

KL SPORT 

WWW.KLSPORTGEAR.COM 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

— from our mountain to y 


yours 


Thank you for your 
support in 2010. 

Small Dog Electronics 
wishes you the best in 
the coming year! 


Retail New Year's Hours-Happy 2011! 

Friday, 12/31: Waitsfieid: 10am - 3pm, S. Burlington: 10am - 5pm 
Saturday, 1/1: Waitsfieid: Closed, S. Burlington: 12pm - 7pm 


Small Dog Waitsfieid S. Burlington 

7 -Z t Electronics 

Ip J Ata ijsejJm 


ft Apple Specialist 


210 College St. Burlington I KLSPORTGEAR.com I 860.4600 I Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 11-5 
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2010 : 

The Year in Blurts 


Cant recall what happened when in 
2010? Reviewing these headlines from 
Blurt the Seven Days staff blog, 
will jog your memory. Find these posts, and 
many more, at sevendaysvt.com. 


JANUARY 

1/8: Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Sends Off 
Vermont Troops 

1/15: Vermont Responds to Disaster in Haiti 

1/27: Entergy Tells Miffed Regulators, "This Company Gets It' 


7/1: Sen. Patrick Leahy's Photos From the Kagan Hearings 
7/23: River Run in Plainfield Closes: Tasca to Open 
7/30: One of Two Progressives Resigns from Burlington 
City Council 

AUGUST 

8/6: Filmmaker Mac Parker to Face Trial in Fundraising 
Scheme 

8/11: Magic Hat Sale Is Official 

8/23: Vermont's Primary: Are We There Yet? 


GOOD GOVERNOR? 

Gentleman Jim 
Douglas stepped 
aside to make way 
for a marathon 
race for governor. 
Conclusion: Dubie 
didn't want it as 



5/3: Health Care Rally Draws Hundreds to Montpelier 
5/17: Burlington Telecom Won't Make Lease Payment 
5/19: Losing "Lost" 

5/31: Vermont Yankee’s Leak of the Week 


6/4: Bushway Owner Charged With Animal Cruelty 
6/11: Petition Calls on Mayorto Fire Leopold 
6/18: Welch Grills BP CEO, Asks Him to Resign 
6/23: Poll: Dubie Still Bests All Democratic Challengers 


DECEMBER 

12/2: BT Criminal and Financial Reviews Near Completion 
12/6: Sanders. Welch Push Back Against Tax Cut Deal 
12/10: Report: BT Debt Violations Began in 2005 
12/14: Shumlin Crowned "Arts Governor" 


Check out Seven Days' staffers' reflections 
on the best and worst of 2010 on Blurt this 
week, at sevendaysvt.com. 


That's the percentage of workers in 
Vermont who were unemployed at 
the end of November. That's a whole 
percentage point lower than a year ago. 
The national rate was 9.8 percent 
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Healthiest, greenest, 
best place to retire 
young. Real-estate 
safe haven. Is 
there anything for 
Which Burlington 
hasn’t earned 
a superlative? 

Easiest parking. 


"A Photographer Is "Banned" for Taking 
Pictures on Church Street" by Ken Picard 
(3/10/10). Dan Scott got in hot water for his 
candid photos of Church Street scenes. 

L "Charged With Felony for Growing Pot, 
Mother Cant Tell Jury It Was 'Medical' by 
Ken Picard (11/17/10). The Vermont Supreme 
Court says an East Wallingford woman 
can't explain that she grew pot to help her 

1. "Vermont's Got a Growing Bed Bug 
Problem — and Yes, They Bite" by Andy 
Bromage (8/18/10). Bed bugs come to 
Burlington. Ick. 

1. "Vermont's Homeless Problem Takes a 
Disturbing Turn — Squatting" by Andy 
Bromage (11/10/10). Landlords and tenants 
report an increase in unwelcome 
homeless guests. 

\ "Vermont Legislators Admit to Cheating 
the System. Are They Justified?" by 

Andy Bromage (2/3/10). Some Vermont 
legislators admit to collecting money for 
miles they didn't drive and food they didn't 
eat. Turns out the Office of Legislative 
Council says that's OK. 




Are you training with RYKA? If 



Kelly is because it's the only brand that understands the female body! 


■ find your style and tit at 

riparyka dantormshoes 


family owned since 1 978 


■old at our stores in: Colchester | 863-2653 Shelburne 1 985-3483 St Albans | 527-0916 danformshoesvt.com 







• Healthy Individuals 
Ages 18-50 

• 1 Screening visit 

• Single dosing visit with 
follow-up visits 

• Now screening 

• Compensation up to $1,070 


VACCINE 

STUDY 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


SEVEN DAYS 



feed back 


BANGING IT OUT 

Pop quiz. Name the “auxiliary” percus- 
sion instrument: A) mbira; B) tabla drum; 
C) shaker egg; D) steel drum. If you 
guessed “shaker egg,” you are correct. 
If you guessed “steel drum,” then your 
name just might be Dan Bolles [Review 
This: Camomilla, Anomali, December 1], 
Referring to the steel drum as an auxil- 
iary percussion instrument is straight-up 
wack. It’s closer to a piano — another 
instrument that is erroneously classified 
as percussion. Would you call a piano 
auxiliary percussion? In dialoguing with 
my Trinidadian friends in Brooklyn about 
this issue, I actually discovered that 
Trinidadians object to the term “steel 
drum” completely. Although the instru- 
ment is formed from an oil drum, its role is 
melodic; therefore they call it a “steelpan” 
in order to signify that this instrument is 
hardly a drum at all. 

Emily Lanxner, aka Camomilla 
HARDWICK 


CLUB FED, ANYONE? 

Shay Totten confirmed what I suspected 
about the cost of Burlington Telecom 
to city taxpayers when he wrote that 
Burlington city officials have already 
looked into the bond for nothing with 
Moody’s [“Fair Game,” December 15]. If 
residents must pay off the $17 million debt 
over 20 years, I think it is only fair that 
the mayor and the CAO serve 20 years at 


“Club Fed" for their withholding of docu- 
ments, misinforming the city councilors 
and residents. 

Russell Moore 

BURLINGTON 


SWEET BETRAYAL 

[Re: “Will a Newly Hatched Federal Food 
Bill Make Eating Safer? Some Farmers 
Aren’t So Sure,” December 1]: The bill 
currently exempts small-scale farmers 
who sell less than $500,000 and sell 
within 275 miles. How will this affect the 
maple syrup producers in this state who 
ship worldwide? If they are indeed going 
to be caught up in this, then the state of 
Vermont will be very compromised re- 
garding our maple syrup sales. 

AnnaMarie Lubow 


UNION LABEL 

It is difficult for me to see a “rift" when 
97 percent of union members reject a con- 
tract that did not reflect their concerns 
and priorities [“Teamster Spirit? Contract 
Negotiations Reveal Union Rift at CCTA,” 
December 8], Rather, the “tentative agree- 
ment” in question was negotiated not by 
the local CCTA workers themselves, but 
by a Teamsters agent paid to represent the 
union members interests. It seems obvi- 
ous that the members, whose dues com- 
pensate that agent, do not feel their inter- 
ests were being adequately represented. 







It is unfortunate that so many 
Americans do not see the difference 
between union members and union em- 
ployees. Unions were formed because 
workers knew that they could only really 
depend on other workers. Worker-led 
unions achieved the eight-hour day, liv- 
able wages, insurance benefits and week- 
ends for all Americans. But as unions and 
responsibilities grew, workers depended 
less on themselves and more on paid 
employees. This reliance on union bu- 
reaucrats coincides with the decline of 
organized labor in the U.S. and the cur- 
rent standard-of-living decline for most 
Americans. 

The fact that Teamsters for a 
Democratic Union exists shows that 
widespread dissatisfaction with the na- 
tional union exists. The CCTA drivers 
and mechanics bravely struggling for 
safer, respectful and fair conditions are 
fighting for all of us. 

Brian J. Walsh 

JERICHO 


WHISKEY WHEN? 

It’s great to read that WhistlePig Whiskey 
will not only be distilling in Vermont, 
but also organically growing their rye 
on their own farm, too [“Whistling 
Whiskey," December 8]. The reporting 
in “Whistling Whiskey” left me with two 
big questions, though. 

First, how is a company founded in 
2006 already selling a 10-year-old whis- 
key? The article revealed that WhistlePig 
is currently produced in Canada, but if it’s 
really 10 years old, it must have also been 
distilled and put in barrels years before 
owner Mr. Bhalcta or master distiller Dave 
Pickerell were even involved. For Mr. 
Bhakta to be taking credit for accolades 
showered on a whiskey he had nothing 
to do with producing seems a tad off. We 
won’t be tastingtrue Vermont WhistlePig 
whiskey until 2021. 

Second, Mr. Bhakta may have been 
up front with the reporter about the 
current Canadian origins of his whiskey, 
but the label and website are heavy with 
the “Vermont” brand and say nothing of 
Canada. Does pouring Canadian whiskey 
into bottles here in Vermont make it a 
Vermont product? How is this different 
from the “Bove’s of Vermont” mislabeling 
case you reported on in 2008? 

It sounds like Mr. Bhakta has very 
good intentions to eventually produce a 
high-quality, locally produced whiskey, 
and I wish him nothing but success in his 
venture, but I think this article let him off 
too easy on the origins and labeling of the 
WhistlePig whiskey currently being sold. 

Jase Roberts 
BOLTON 

Lauren Ober responds: WhistlePig 
Straight Rye Whiskey struck an 


agreement with a Canadian distiller to 
buy whiskey for the next 10 years to be 
a halo for the brand. This is because the 
Shoreham farm’s own rye won’t be ready 
far another 10 years, and the start-up 
overhead was too great to sit on product 
without a return. In other words, they 
need to make some money and create 
some hype while they wait. Once their 
first rye crop, which will be harvested 
this summer, has fermented and aged, 
then they will have their own Vermont- 
made whiskey sometime around 2021. 


STUCK ON SOLLBERGER 

Eva Sollberger did an excellent job on 
[“Stuck in Vermont: Woodstock’s Winter 
Wassail Weekend,” December IS]. She 
was so professional and did a very enter- 
taining clip! Thank you, Seven Days. 

Dorothea Mongulla 
WOODSTOCK 


MOVIE RECOMMENDATION 

Thanks for your terrific movie reviews. 
It’s the second page I turn to each week 
— after the Straight Dope, of course. Rick 
Kisonak and Margot Harrison bring a lot 
of knowledge to their informed and per- 
sonal reviews. 

I’d like to echo Ms. Harrison's rec- 
ommendation of In Bruges at the end of 
(Movie Review: The Tourist, December 
15]. I knew nothing about the movie when 
my brother bought it — he’s a Colin Farrell 
fan. So I was surprised and amazed at the 
depth of this work of art. In the midst 
of nearly nonstop profanity, intermit- 
tent violence, and random depravity is 
an astounding story of love, beauty and 
honor. Like the imagery in a Hieronymus 
Bosch painting, the use of the bizarre il- 
luminates the divine. There is chemistry 
between Farrell and the terrific Brendan 
Gleeson, and the late appearance of the 
positively scar)' Ralph Fiennes heightens 
the tension. If you can take it, see it! 

Harry Goldhagen 
EAST FAIRFIELD 




Happy New Year! 
from the staff 
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Mi°S, 2010 / Aloha, 2011 / 


WED 12/29 ERICK JORDAN 7PM 
DJ CRE8 10PM 
THU 12/30 DJ NASIEE 7PM 

DJ A-DOG 9PM / DJ CRE8 10PM 
MON 1/3 INDUSTRY NIGHT W. ROBBIE J 8PM 
TUE 1/R UPSETTA SOUND W. SUP0! K 6PM 

DANTE 8 DUBE 9PM 
DJ A-DOG (DOWNTEMPO) 11PM 
WED 1/5 CLOSE TO NOWHERE 7PM 
DJ CREB 10PM 
THU 1/6 DJ NASTEE 8PM 

DJ A-DOG 10PM /DJ CREB 10PM 
FRI 1/7 ACOUSTIC BLAME 6PM 

BOB, RAY AND RUSS 9PM 
DJSTAVR0S 10PM /DJ NASTEE 12AM 
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The Champlain College Online 
Masters in Mediation & Applied 
Conflict Studies— a powerful program 


As a student in the program, you'll develop 
and refine a complete set of conflict 
engagement and resolution skills through 
face-to-face practice combined with a 
strong theoretical foundation. This innovative 
program blends brief on-campus residency 
sessions with online learning and practical 
application in your home community. 

When your degree is completed, you will 
have the skills, knowledge and experience 


81 Church Street, Burlingtor 
860.2220 

mon-sat 10-9 -sun 11-6 

wedding',. holiday parties, black tie evei 


^ CHAMPLAIN 


Put some 

-jitt. sparkle 

in your 
New Year! 

Thank you for 
making Ecco your 
favorite place to shop! 

Take 20% off 
storewide 

through January 1, 2011 


MASTER YOUR FUTURE. 

Learn to guide others through 
difficult situations. 







Hackle 

A cabbie’s r 


Soundbites 

Music news and v 


Stuck in Ve 


inter day exploring Shelburne Farms 
ith Eva, and discussing the future of 
:orytelling and the internet 




Come down for our new 

Farm Plate Special 

* Dellcioiis classic hot kinch (eeturinq local infiedients. « . 
Alt MEATBALL SUB on BAGUETTE A ty- 
iA CHILI with CHEDDAR CORNBREAD ,,p" 

MAC & CHEESE with SEASONAL VEGGIES $ 


Open on 

First Night! 

a/k/a New Year’s Eve*^ 

Breakfast, lunch, coffee & snacks all day 
FLATBREAD DINNER AT NIGHT! ALL YOU CAN EAT! 


I & Organic Bread 
i For the Holidays! 


AUGUST FIRST BAKERY 

149 S. Champlain St„ Downtown Burlington 
802-540-0060 www.auqustflrstvt.com 
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Ski & Ride with 
The Point 201 1 
is on the 

Celebrate our 20th year of Ski & Ride 
and join us Fridays at the area’s best 

mnnntiin 



need a Ski & Ride Button and 
Coupon Book. They make a great 
stocking stufFers, they’re only $3, 
and they’re good all season! 




/ 

[SK-I'& RIDE 
SCHED^ 

Jan. 7: Jay Peak 
Jan. 14: Sugarbush 
jan. 21: Mad River Glen (skiers only!) 
tad- 23: Trapp Family Lodge (X-country) 
Jan. 28: Smuggler’s Notch January 28 
Feb. 4: Burke Mountain 
Feb. 1 1: Bolton Valley 
Feb. 18: Dartmouth Skiway 
Feb. 25: Mystery Date 
March 4: Sugarbush 
March 1 1: Bolton Valley 
March 18: Pico Mountain 
March 25: Stowe Mountain Resort 
April 1: Jay Peak 


The. . 

point 

■ Independent Radio 

93.3 • 100.3 • 104.7-98.1 -95.7 -103.1 • 107 1 


Gel Ski Sc Ride Buttons and Coupon Books at: Littleton Bike Sc Fitness, Littleton NH; 

Village Sport Shop, Lyndonville; Onion River Sports, Montpelier; Harpoon Brewery, Windsor; 
Slopestyle Ski 8t Ride, Montpelier; Golf St Ski Warehouse, West Lebanon NH; 

Lenny’s Shoe and Apparel, Barre, Williston, 8t Saint Albans; Skirack, Burlington; 

Omer and Bob’s, Lebanon NH; Henderson’s Ski Sc Snowboard, Quechee; Mountain Goat, Hanover NH; 
Outdoor Gear Exchange, Burlington; Woodstock Home 8c Hardware, Woodstock VT 
Sunshine Boutique, Saint Johnsbury; Moose River Lake Sc Lodge, Sanit Johnsbury 
Edible Arrangements, South Burlington; Lake Champlain Chocolates, Waterbury Center 
The Green Mountain Coffee Visitor’s Center, Waterbury 
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WEDNESDAY 5 


A Oh, Dream 

■ Maker 

The student-i un Dai tinouth 

f H Film Society launches a new 

1 screen sequence based on 

quixotism — that impracti- 
cal pursuit ofideals best 
l personified by Miguel de 

Cervantes' windmill-battling 
J m Don Ouixote. This lineup of 
flicks captures similar dream- 
y ers, starting with Holly Golightly 
in Breakfast at Tiffany's. Look for 
The Social Network. Catch Me If You 
Can. Finding Neverland and more 


WEDNESDAY 29, 
SUNDAY! 


that Rihanna — tweets, as she 
I did on December 10, "Grace 
f Potter is perfection!" The 
& Vermont-grown band takes 
A up its annual end-of-year 
residency at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom this 
week, culminating in a 
rollicking New Year's 
. Eve 


FRIDAY 31 

First and Foremost 


THURSDAY 30 

Stage Hands 


Time of Grace 


^. /www ■ 

H Quilt S hop and more... 

15% off 

1 1/2 yard minimum 
• very day 
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A Children’s 
Department 
Store 



PUT A FORK 
IN IT! 



www.KissTheCook.net 

72 Church Street, Burlington • 863-4226 
Wed-Thur 9am-9pm, 

New Year's Eve 9am-5:30pm. Sun l2-5pm 
Wedding Registry • FREE GiftWrapping 
UPS Shipping • Professional Knife Sharpening 


1 FAIR GAME OPEN season on VERMONT politics Bf 


Out With the Old, 
in With the ... Old 


N ew year. New legislative 
biennium. New governor. 
Everything indicates it’s time 
for a fresh start in Montpelier, 
except many of the issues facing law- 
makers are the same old, same old: major 
budget shortfalls, health care reform and 
the closure of Vermont Yankee. 

Republicans and Democrats are 
starting the session with exactly the 
same-sized caucuses as in the previous 
biennium: Democrats have 94 members; 
the GOP's got 48. There are still five 
Progressives and three independents. 
The Senate will have one less Dem, but 
the part)’ will still hold a commanding 
22-8 advantage over the GOP. 

There’s one big difference between 
Montpelier today and two years ago: 
The governor will have a “D” after his 
name instead of an “R.” Despite being 
outnumbered by the opposition, Gov. jim 
douglas proved to be a formidable politi- 
cian. During his eight years in office, he 
vetoed 19 pieces of legislation, only two 
of which lawmakers overturned. One 
historic veto override enacted same-sex 
marriage; the other put in place a state 
budget designed by the legislature. 

A guy who helped orchestrate those 
veto overrides — outgoing Senate 
President Pro Tern peter shumun — will 
be sworn in as governor on January 6. 
john Campbell, formerly Senate majority 
leader, will take Shumlin’s place in the 
Senate as president pro tem. 

Veto overrides are less likely to 
happen now that one party rules the 
roost. Shumlin-sanctioned bills can pass 
with 76 votes in the 150-member House. 
In the 30-member Senate, the magic 
number is 16. 

But House Speaker shap smith doesn’t 
expect having a like-minded governor 
will make his job any easier and doesn’t 
want bills to “limp out of the House" 
with a mere 76 votes. “One of the chal- 
lenges is trying to keep people together,” 
said Smith. “That was a challenge for us 
in the last two years, and I expect it to 
continue to be a challenge for us.” 

Why? 

Shumlin backers, including lawmak- 
ers and activists, have expectations: 
that each of their pet programs will be 
spared, for one thing. That's wishful 
thinking in a state that is running a $150 
million deficit with no incoming federal 
stimulus funds to ease this year’s pain. 

Committee assignments won’t be an- 
nounced officially until the first week of 


the session. Smith forecasts that current 
committee chairs will remain the same 
— and he should know, since he’s making 
the decisions — except on one commit- 
tee: House Health Care. 

Its chair, Rep. steve maier 
(D-Middlebury), retired after the last 
session. His successor is likely to be 
Rep. mark larson (D-Burlington), the 
current vice chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee. 

On the Senate side, at least three com- 
mittees will have new chairs as a result of 
vacancies caused by the November elec- 
tions. Sen. susan bartlett, who chaired 
the Senate Appropriations Committee 
and ran for governor, is working for her 
former competitor Shumlin as a special 


HOUSE SPEAKER SOAR SMITH 
DOESN'T EXPECT HAM A 
LIKE-MINDED GOVERNOR WILL 
MAKE HIS JOB ANY EASIER 

ANDDOESN’TWANT BILLS ID 
“LIMPOUT Of HIE HOUSE” 
WITH A MERE 7G VOTES. 


assistant and policy advisor. Sen. doug 
racine, who chaired Health and Welfare 
and also ran for gov, is the new secretary 
of the Agency of Human Services. Sen. 
phil scott (R-Washmgton), former chair 
of institutions, is now It. gov.-elect. 

Campbell said the three-person 
Committee on Committees — composed 
of himself, Scott and Sen. dick mazza 
(D-Grand Isle) — has been discussing 
various leadership scenarios but won’t 
make any official announcements until 
the new year. 

The Senate is getting six new mem- 
bers — one-fifth of its membership. 
But none of the freshman senators is 
exactly a “newbie”: Sen.-elect Anthony 
pollina is a Washington County veteran 
of statewide politics and grassroots ac- 
tivism, as evidenced by his Democrat, 
Progressive and Working Families 
Party labels; Sen.-elect peter galbraith 
(D-Windham) is a former U.S. diplo- 
mat who’s worked in Bosnia and Iraq; 


SHAY TOTTEN ; 


joe benning (R-Caledonia) chairs the 
Vermont Human Rights Commission; 
Sen.-elect rich westman (R-Lamoille) is 
a former tax commissioner and longtime 
member of the House; Sen.-elect sally 
fox (D-Chittenden), a former Statehouse 
lobbyist, was also in the House, where 
she ran the powerful Appropriations 
Committee; Sen.-elect Philip baruth 
(D-Chittenden) is a school-board 
member and blogs about politics on his 
own Vermont Daily Briefing. 

“The key for us will be to truly strike 
a balance on these committees and make 
sure the best people are in place,” said 
Campbell. “We’ve got a lot of talented 
people.” 

Translation: The Senate’s foil of 
strong personalities. Campbell has his 
work cut out for him. 

Vermont Yankee Ingenuity 

Entergy’s got a strange sense of timing. 
At the start of both of the past two leg- 
islative sessions, as Vermont lawmakers 
were preparing to debate the future of 
the state’s sole nuclear power plant, its 
owners announced major leaks at the 
facility. 

Can’t wait to see what they have 
in store for this January. It’s do or die 
for Entergy, which would like to see 
the legislature reverse its decision to 
oppose relicensure beyond 2012 — the 
date it was originally scheduled for 
decommissioning. 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission wants to keep VY open, 
but it won’t happen without legislative 
approval. 

Entergy is planning a foil-court press 
this session. Expect news of a power 
“deal” sometime in the first few months 

— VY will offer the state a low rate as an 
incentive. Utilities rejected Entergy's 
last offer because it was more than they 
currently pay for the nuke plant’s power. 

By the end of January, ISO New 
England, which manages the flow and 
sale of electrons on the New England 
power grid, will issue a reliability study 

— the first assessment, from a New 
England system operator, of the impact 
VY’s closure would have on the region. A 
second study by ISO New England will 
examine closure scenarios. 

Wanna wager both reports will say 
VY’s closure would be bad for reliability? 

Another possibility: A new entity 
takes over Vermont Yankee. A potential 
new owner, Exelon, just announced it 



j GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


was shutting down a New Jersey nuke 
plant because it didn’t want to make the 
necessary investments in environmen- 
tal remediation. 

Comforting. 

“Any company that buys this plant 
from Entergy is a company that is already 
like Entergy,” said lobbyist bob stannard, 
who is working for the antinuke group 
Citizens Awareness Network. “In that 
case, we’d just be replacing 
one lying bunch of weasels 
with another lying bunch of 
weasels.” 

It’s hard to imagine the 
nuclear-power industry roll- 
ing over and playing dead for a little 
legislature in Vermont The last mes- 
sage it wants to send to the rest of the 
country is that individual states, and not 
the folks at the NRC, have the power to 
shut down nuclear power plants. 

Campbell is ready. ‘1 think we’re 
going to get pressure,” he said. “But 
we took a vote last year and nothing’s 
happened since then that’s changed my 
mind." 

Healthy Debate 

During his gubernatorial campaign, 
candidate Peter Shumlin promised to 
deliver a single-payer health care system 
in Vermont. Can he make it happen? 

Health care consultant Dr. william 
hsiao will present three options to 
lawmakers... and a model of Hsiao’s 
own design. Hsiao told lawmakers this 
month a true overhaul of Vermont’s 
health care system could take 10 to 12 
years — maybe more. 

Criminy. That means Shumlin’s 
going to have to get reelected six times 
to keep his promise. He’ll need to stay in 
good health. 

Reform supporters are planning a 
health care rally for the legislature’s 
opening day. 

“In general, we’re incredibly ex- 
cited,” said james haslam, executive di- 
rector of the Vermont Workers' Center, 
which is lobbying for a single-payer 
system through its “Healthcare is a 
Human Right” campaign. “We’re going 
to continue to build on the necessary 
grassroots movement to ensure this 
happens in 2011," he added. 

To make it happen, though, the state 
will need to receive federal “waivers.” 
All three members of Vermont's con- 
gressional delegation have said they'll 
lobby the Obama administration to get 
that done. 

Cash and Stash 

When Gov. Jim Douglas leaves office, 
he’s taking his trusty veto pen with 
him. That means lawmakers will likely 


reform Vermont’s campaign-finance 

Twice during his tenure, Douglas 
vetoed bills setting contribution limits 
and updating the state’s arcane finance 

Expect bills designed to make 
campaign-finance reports more user 
friendly, timely and descriptive. One 
might require contributors to list their 
occupation and employer. 
Another could allow can- 
didates to file reports elec- 
tronically rather than on 
paper. How 21st century. 

Another topic that might 
stand a chance now is the decriminal- 
ization of marijuana — an issue Shumlin 
backed on the campaign trail. 

Rep. jason lorber (D -Burlington) re- 
leased a study earlier tins month detail- 
ing the cost to taxpayers of investigating 
and prosecuting small marijuana-pos- 
session cases. Roughly $700,000. 

“It’s time for a smarter approach,” 
said Lorber. 

Don’t Look Back 

Gov. Jim Douglas, who was first elected 
to the Vermont House in 1972, is bidding 
adieu to 30 years of public service. 

What kind of “legacy” is he leaving? 

To supporters, he's the fiscal stew- 
ard who kept liberal Democrats from 
bankrupting the state, made tough cuts 
to state government and never met a 
ribbon he didn’t want to cut. 

To detractors, he was a governor who 
made a lot of promises but kept few of 
them, and never did much more than, 
well, govern. No big initiatives, no land- 
mark policy victory — although he did 
take a stab at curbing regional green- 
house gases and reforming health care. 

The biggest blemish on Douglas’ 
record is likely to be the veto of same- 
sex marriage. For that, he may wind up 
on the wrong side of history. 

Will the gov be satisfied teaching at 
Middlebury College, his alma mater? 
That remains to be seen, but I suspect 
Vermont voters have not seen the 
last of Douglas as a candidate or elected 
official. © 
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Happy 
New Year! 

from all of us at... 

The Bearded Frog 

5247 Shelburne Road 
Shelburne Village, 985-9877 
thebeardedfrog.com 


11 Leunig’s Community 
i Partners. With their cards, they 
t received a 20% discount on food 
at Leunig's, and their support at 
■nthly "Funraisers” helped Leunig’s donate 
over $IOOO per week (over $52,000 this year) to local n 
profits. You should be a Leunig’s 
Community Partner too. Togeth 
we’ll make our little corner of t 
world better — oi 




life’s 

full of 
surprises 



We wish you a healthy & prosperou 
as our staff looks forward to serving 
needs in the year ahead. Come in to any of our 
6 offices, call us, use our anytime/anywhere 
mobile banking or visit us online. We're where 
you are, when you need us. We're yc 


I shay® 5evendaysvt.com. 



Call or visit us TODAY 

National Bank 
of Middlebury 

and switch your account 
to NBM hassle-free! 

EOE FDIC 

Serving Vermont Communities Since 1831 

f=Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER 

www.nationalbankmiddlebury.i 

com • 1-877-508-8455 



What Ever Happened To...? 

Seven Days writers follow up on some of the stories they covered in 2010 

BY ANDY BROMAGE. KEVIN J. KELLEY. LAUREN OBER, KEN PICARD, CATHY RESMER AND SHAY TOTTEN 


ACTIVISM 

Peace & Justice Center 
Fights to Survive 





waterfront, and Lynch was banking on 
lifesaving cash, to the organization. 


update: “We’re on much more stable 
footing than we were a year ago,” reports 
Lynch. Membership is up 20 percent 
over last year, which she attributes to a 
very simple change: Every time some- 
one makes a purchase at the store, the 
cashier asks if the customer is a member. 
If not, the customer is asked to join. “I 
don’t think we’ve ever done that before," 



The center has ramped up fundrais- 
ing appeals, too, from two per year to 
five. Sales at the store have improved 
every month since April, Lynch says, 
and now surpass what they were at the 
center’s old digs on Church Street. Grant 
money still hasn't materialized, and the 
staff positions shed in 2009 haven't been 
filled. Colin Robinson, who was P&J's 
director of public policy and advocacy, 
left in June to take a job at the National 
Education Association. But Lynch says 
donations are up, suggesting the center 
will live to fight another day. 


MEDIA 

We’ve Got News for 
You: How Vermont 
Journalists, Activists 
and Entrepreneurs are 
Reinventing “the Media” 








update: TWo of the five start-ups we 
profiled have shut down in the past 
year: Photojoumalist Alden Pellett 
stopped updating Vermont Daily News 
in mid-August; he’s currently working 
as an associate producer at WCAX-TV. 
And Vermont News Guy Jon Margolis 
decided to stop maintaining his own 
website after covering the 2010 election. 
“It was too much work,” concedes the 
veteran newspaper columnist, who just 
turned 70. In 2011, Margolis will write 
for Vermont Public Television’s website, 
vpt.org, and contribute Statehouse cov- 
erage to Vtdigger.org. 

Liberal-progressive blog Green 
Mountain Daily and conservative 
Vermont Tiger are still going strong 
— balancing each other? All five 
Democratic gubernatorial candidates 
courted voters by posting to GMD 
during the primary campaign. 

But Vtdigger.org, Anne Galloway’s 
nonprofit statewide news website, has 
grown the most, winning over wonky 
readers with in-depth coverage of the 
legislative session and the election. 


Galloway and her team of volunteers 
and freelancers started the year with 
1500 readers a month; the site now 
boasts 20,000, some of whom contrib- 
ute financially. In May, Digger won a 
$25,000 grant from J-Lab: The Institute 
for Interactive Journalism. This fall, 
Galloway announced a merger with the 
Vermont Journalism Trust, a new non- 
profit that will function as its fundrais- 
ing arm. Bill Schubart is the chair of the 

Galloway is still Digger’s lead re- 
porter, editor-in-chief and marketing 
officer, which means she’s not getting 
much sleep. And she's not paying herself 
a full-time salary — yet. But, she says, “I 
love what I’m doing.” 


REAL ESTATE 

Psst ... Wanna Buy 
an Island? 








update: Last fall Garden Island came off 
the market for the season, and possibly 
for good. Shortly after our story ran, the 


owners dropped the asking price to $5.9 
million. Listing agent Debbie Fortier of 
Coldwell Banker Bill Beck Real Estate 
reports the property generated a few 
bites from prospective buyers but no 
actual offers. “It just reflects the market 
right now,” Fortier says, adding she’s not 
sure whether the owners will re-list the 
property in the spring. 



ANIMALS 

The Nose Knows 



half-year-old Thurbets job was to find 
missing pets - a rare skill among search- 

trained in tracking, but he was good enough 
Thurber helped reunite a lost Australian 


update: In late September, Robinson sent 
Seven Days an email detailing Thurber’s 
untimely death. Apparently, blood- 
hounds are susceptible to intestinal 
bloat — the most common cause of death 
for the breed. It can kill in a matter of 
hours. The day he died, Thurber got up 
at 3 a.m. and kept insisting on going out. 
Robinson knew it was a bad sign. But 
she couldn’t get him to the vet: She was 
earless, on account of not being able to 
afford a new engine. By the time a neigh- 
bor agreed to take Robinson and her dog 
to the emergency vet in Burlington, the 


2010 updates 



update: Wyatt died of brain cancer on November 7 in Tyler, Minn. — a month 
after one of the Bushway co-owners, Frank Perretta, was sentenced on animal- 
cruelty charges. Perretta got a $2000 fine and 120 hours of community service 
for his crimes. More significantly, his sentence forbids him from working with 
animals — in the husbandry or slaughter industries — for the rest of his life. 
Meanwhile, the USDA is considering Wyatt’s proposal to establish an om- 
budsman position so field inspectors would have a place to report problems. 
In November, the USDA agreed to a Wyatt-promoted policy change that pro- 
hibits slaughterhouse workers from binding animals by the legs before they 
are stunned. The practice can result in serious injury for the animal. 


prognosis wasn’t good. Seventy-five per- 
cent of Thurber’s intestines had become 
diseased and he had to be euthanized. 
RIP, Thurber. 


FILM 

Is Mac Parker the Hero 
or the Villain hi His 
Film- Financing Drama? 
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SWEET 

-^T - Mon-Sat 10-8, Sun 11-6 

W . 40 CHURCH STREET BUR LI N 

J\ TN I'j 802 862 5051. SWEETLA 
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pjfO BDABLE OR GANlCg 

Happy 
New Year! 

Pick up all your party needs 


Mark West Pinot Noir 
$9,99 (was 1439) 
NEW! 

Vermont Hummus 
Company 
$3.49 

r 30%OFF n 



Celebrate 

the holidays 
and the 
New Year 
with us! . 


1076 Williston Road, S. Burlington 

862.6585 









Rrn% 51 iuttei ' 

May All Your Dreams 
Come True in 2011 


Happy New Year 

from our home to yours 
Janice & Glen 



Stay well (gnd we||»ir>forMed) this New Yegr- 
Attend gn upcoMing workshop gt The Coop! 



'Thure.da/. January 6 th £>-7pM 

Ngturgl Weight Loss with pr. Stephen 

Lean how to help Keep weight off naturally through a revolutionary, 
completely natural approach to iMproved Meta»oli%M. Free.' ///!£ 

Saturday, January 8" 1 !-2:%OpM 

A , 4+erbgl First Aid Kits tor "TYopicgl TYgvel 

/ with HerbaUsit Sandra Lory 

"■ [ -* Lean what to tace with you to Keep your heath in Pal sice 

*■ ■*, you travel. *8 MeMber-owner* / $10 Non-MeMber* 

/ t v \ 

Wednesday, January IZ” 1 6-7:%Opm 

Po-lt-Yoorseft BodYcgre Series: . 

From the Neck OMH with Pana L. Woodruff ^ 

Lean how to Make your own Manage oik., deodorant, body butter, — 
scrubs, and More. Everyone will bring hoMe a product we'll Make together. 
Sio MeMber-owners / $12 Non-MeMbers / or 2 onion Eiver Exchange hours 

irksbops fill up fast Pre-register bv calling 802-225-8004 X202 
5 For a full list of upcowios workshops, visit hon9erM0untain.coM! 


Open SaAA-SpM everyday 
fez% Stone cotters Way Montpelier. VT 
22%. 8 000 hongerMountain.coM 



New Year s 
£ e solu+i°" 


art 


Q) Make noZS-‘ 

(5)0 ean-out-tt" 4 

U © 


Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 10 - 6, Sar. 1 
22 Main Street • Montpelier •Vernv 
802.223.2902 



ARTS • DINING • SHOPPING • ARTS • DINING • SHOPPING • ARTS • DINING • SHOPPING ■ 
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Whatever Happened To...? «p.is 

update: Parker 's Vermont trial was sup- 
posed to begin in early November, but 
a concurrent federal probe put the pro- 
ceedings on hold. A state judge agreed 
to delay the court date for six months so 
the U.S. government can make its case 
first. According to Parker’s attorney, the 
feds have allegedly made contact with 
Soteriou. They’ve also enlisted the help 
of a grand jury and seized documents 
from Parker’s house. Looks like a sequel 
to this drama is in the works for 2011. 


kelyth 


citywc 





update: On election day, Winooski 
citizens voted almost 2-to-l against 
forgiving the RVA's education-tax bill. 
If it had passed, the financial impact on 
Winooski taxpayers would have been 
$1.30 per $100,000 of assessed value, 
meaning someone owning a house 
worth $200,000 would have paid an 
extra $2.60. Winooski city manager 
Katherine “Deac" Deccareau observes, 
"This just isn't a time [when] people 
want to pay any more taxes for any 
reason.” Meanwhile, the RVA’s total tax 
bill has since ballooned to $24,000, and 
the city has hired a collections agency to 
get it back. Will the city foreclose on the 
vets? Deccareau says she's doing every- 
thing she can to avoid that, but eventu- 
ally might have to. The good news: The 
RVA did secure a temporary extension 
of its liquor license. The bad news: It ex- 
pires on December 31. So, get ’em while 
they’re cold! 


Survival Is Taxing for 
Delinquent Veterans Group 
in Winooski 
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Produce Pedaling 

In April. Burlington got 





Guaranteed to quiet 
a noisy roommate. 

We've all had them. The roommate that just won't shut up. Nothing you can do 
will drown them out? Here's something that will. Custom-fitted earphones from 
Adirondack Audioldgy. They are custom molded to fit in your ear, comfortably taking 
away annoying noises while giving you a listening experience 
you've never experienced before. Just a few minutes for the fitting 
will give you many happy semesters. 

Adirondack 
Audiology 

ASSOCIATES 

802-922-9545 ’ 112 Lake St., Burlington ■ adirondackaudiology.ee 
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TO GET 2010 

.^prices. 

’ » V DECEMBER SPECIALS 

\ END 12-31-101 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED T0...7 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 
S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 
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Local Arts Organizations Look to the Future 

B y this point, most of us have come up with a few New Year’s resolutions, envisioning myriad ways to improve ourselves. Arts 
organizations plan further ahead — and are more likely to make their plans reality. Accordingly, we checked in with a handful 
of them around the state to get a sneak peek at 2011. 


What's in a Name 

The firehouse gallery has in store nothing less than a name change and rebranding campaign for the new year, according to 
Burlington city arts communications director eric ford. The new name? The bca center. “It sounds kind of obvious, but we went 
out on a limb before we came back to that idea,” says Ford. "We needed to be straightforward and direct; we just felt like the whole 
point of doing this was to simplify and clarify who we are,” And that is? A regional contemporary art center that wants to be taken 
seriously. 

On television reality shows, makeovers are generally so extreme that the original person or place is unrecognizable. That's not 
the case here: The Firehouse won’t show many changes to the casual observer — except for the new sign, and even that will be 
rendered in BCA's familiar sans-serif font. But the internal, mission-driven changes are big, at least to BCA staff. 

If you Google “Firehouse Gallery," you can find a dozen of them around the country, Ford points out, saying, “People turn 
old firehouses into community centers." That generic name “was in a sense holding us back,” 
he continues. “After getting the [$75,000 Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual 
Arts] grant, we were on a roll and wanted to capitalize on that.” 

Ford, and curator chris Thompson, had been frustrated by the public's limited 
understanding of the venue. “I want people to know there is more than one floor 
of visual art,” says Ford. “And we’re exploring not just visual art but film, music and 
performance in the whole building.” 

A forthcoming website will guide visitors to BCA’s “three doorways," says Ford: 
the arts center; the classes and programming; and the “city side” — i.e„ BCA events 
such as the Battery Park Concert Series and Festival of Fools. 

Oh, and 2011 is BCA’s 30th anniversary! Plans for that are still in the works, Ford 
says, with celebrations likely sprinkled throughout the year. New partnerships will 
unfold, as will a “theme of supporting artists,” he notes. “We'll be playing with the 
number 30 a lot,” Ford promises. 

PAMELA POLSTON 








All Access 

Even executive director becky mcmeekin 
admits that, from the outside, the chandler 
music hall kind of looks like a prison. “It’s 
formidable,” she says of the 103-year- 
old heavy stone building in downtown 
Randolph. 

“And yet you walk inside, and it’s 
beautiful,” she says. She's right, thanks to 
the $3.5 million renovation and expan- 
sion project the chandler center for the 
arts wrapped up last summer. In addi- 
tion to being handicapped accessible, the 
place now boasts a stained-glass window 
by local artist philip godenschwager, an 
airier lobby and brand-new, really nice 
bathrooms. This is a big deal, considering 
Chandler used to have just two toilets for 
men and two for women, with velvet cur- 
tains instead of stall doors. 

But McMeekin isn’t just interested in 
physical accessibility. She's hoping more 


people, especially the younger crowd in 
the Randolph area, will find programs they 
can afford and enjoy. “None of us are all 
that young anymore," says McMeekin of 
her team. “It would be really easy to keep 
doing the same old, same old.” 

That’s why this month she hired recent 
University of Vermont grad claire garner, 
who runs nearby Sundora Farm when she’s 
not slinging lattes at Three Bean Cafe, to 
manage aseriesof affordable performances in 
the Chandler’s upper gallery. Shows booked 
for the spring include Rochester guitar duo 
they might be gypsies and Burlington acous- 
tic blues/jazz guitarist paul asbell. 

The goal is to get people through the 
door. With cheap tickets, danceable music 
and a bar stocked with beer and wine, 
what's not to love? 

MEGAN JAMES 




Coping Skills 

It's been a challenging year for the Helen 
day art center in Stowe. After losing both its 
curator and education coordinator, the orga- 
nization soldiered on, “being as frugal as we 
can," says executive director nathan suter. 

The year started off with a bang. Odin 
Cathcart, the exhibitions director since 
April 2009, curated “Agent Intellect,” 
Iraqi-American artist Wafaa Bilal's pro- 
vocative installation — which included 
a controversial video game that offered 
viewers a chance to (virtually) shoot 
President George W. Bush. The show 
earned the center a critic’s pick in presti- 
gious Art Forum magazine. After its run in 
Stowe, Helen Day loaned the work out to 
Davidson College in North Carolina — the 
first time it had curated a traveling show 
— and published a monograph of Bilal's 
work, another first for the center. 



But a couple months later, Cathcart re- 
signed and moved west to be closer to his 
ailing mother. Since then, Helen Day has 
hired a new education coordinator, lynn 
rublee, a Williston artist and educator, but 
is still without a curator. 

“We’re finding ways to cope,” Suter 
says. “Frankly, I’m really thrilled to be 
doing more curating and working with 
artists." He’ll have help in 2011 from the 
center’s curatorial committee. Stowe artist 
rachel moore will guest-curate the annual 
“Exposed" outdoor sculpture show and 
the second installment of the Habitat for 
Artists project next summer. 

Other notable upcoming shows include 
Burlington painter mikey welsh's abstract 
work; and a group show called “Manhood: 
Masculinity, Male Identity and Culture." 
Once Helen Day is on surer footing, 
Suter says, they’ll look for a new curator. 
Meanwhile, he remains optimistic about 
the center’s future. 


MEGAN JAMES 




GOT AN ARTS TIP? ARTNEWS@SEVENDAVSVT.COM = 


Mixing Media 

The University of Vermont's 
Fleming museum already amended 
its name with “of art" this year. 

The change was subtle but mean- 
ingful, signaling a drive similar to 
BCA's (see opposite) to put itself 
on the map as a contemporary 
venue of regional significance. The 
place will not eschew its long-held 
mission, director janie cohen reas- 
sured Seven Days earlier this year; 
after all, the Fleming possesses vast 
collections, from ancient Egyptian 
artifacts to modern art, that offer 
endless curatorial possibilities. Not 
to mention educational ones: This is, 
after all, a university museum. 

But an evolution of that mission is 
in progress. This fall, the Fleming launched PechaKucha Night — a fast-paced slide- 
show salon that’s become an international sensation among design cognoscenti. 
Establishing itself as a PKN site signaled the museum’s intention to offer cutting- 
edge inspiration and community involvement beyond static exhibitions. And one of 
its presenters, Paris-based multimedia artist Pippo Lionni, offered work that fits the 
bill for a 2011 addition to the museum's offerings: film, video and new media. 

A space to the right of the entrance, Cohen explains, will be a “new-media niche," 
with the help of an HDTV loaner from Best Buy. Lionni’s humorous, pictogram- 
oriented video called “Facts of Life" will be on a continuous loop during spring 
semester, Cohen says. 

The official branding of the museum, complete with new logo, will launch this 
spring, too, while the main exhibits visit the circus — expect bread and puppet and 
commedia dell'arte performances, and even a bearded lady. The next PechaKucha 
Night is February 10. 

PAMELA POLSTON 





Lo-Tech Lit 

Earlier this year Burlington poet ben 
aleshire started a new biannual literary 
journal, The Salon: A Journal of Poetry and 
Fiction, the old-fashioned way. With $400 
and a dream of making local literature 
more widely available and affordable, he 
assembled a chapbook of poetry, fiction 
and short plays by local writers, stamped 
a striking red block print on each cover 
and distributed 300 copies to independent 
bookstores and libraries. 

There is no electronic version — but 
that doesn’t seem to be holding Aleshire 
back. With the help of north end studio, 
which provides free office space; green 
ooor studio, where the journal's covers are 
printed; and the contributions of an impres- 
sive roster of local writers, Aleshire is now 
reviewing submissions for the third issue. 

He hopes to "create a bridge between 
the gutter and the ivory tower” of aca- 
demia by publishing a mix of well-known 
local writers — such as david budbill. dana 
yeaton and Elizabeth powell — and those at 


the beginning of their careers. The current 
issue includes work by newcomers annie 
doran and estefania puerta, among others. 

In keeping with Aleshire’s desire to go 
back in time — a predigital time — he re- 
cently bought a mimeograph machine, with 
which he hopes to produce a future issue. 
He’s having a tough time figuring out how 
to use the antiquated contraption. “I’m not 
incredibly optimistic about it,” he admits. 

No matter, he says. There are plenty 
of other Luddite technologies Aleshire 
would like to embrace, such as a letter- 
press. If all else fails, the writing should 
speak for itself. 

MEGAN JAMES 
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Celebrate the New Year 
With the Best 
Craftsmanship in Vermont. 
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FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING 
ONE DAY LOCAL DELIVERY 



VERMONT’S ONLINE OUTERWEAR SPECIALISTS 

2613 SHELBURNE RD, SHELBURNE VT / 877.284.3270 
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New 2011 Class Schedule 

Individual attention and small classes make All Wellness the perfect place for 
Physical Thef?|i £ Pilates, Yoga and Nutrition in the New Year. Come join us! 


i“» KfiwSK iSl sssrs 

e 5:30pm Int/Adv Reformer (Katie) *“ 5:30pm Pilates Mat (Lynne) 

6:30pm All Level Community 6:30pm Beg/lnt Reformer (Lena) 


j 7:00am All LevelReformer (Shannon) 2 ^ am Beg/int Reformer (Arica) , 

" 4:30pm An 8 Leve| R Reformer ( (Ar?ca) Him Be^InfR^tomwIAricaf 31 

5:45pm Power Vinyasa Yoga (Mandi) 12:30pm Beg/lnt Reformer w/ Props (Alisor 

7:15pm Free Intro lo Reformer: 4:30pm All Level Community 


All Level Reformer (Alison) 

SS&StS 




i 10:30am Pilates Mat (Meg) 


all wellness W 

ALL AGES ALL BODIES ALL ABILITIES 

>es, scheduling or rates please call or visit us online. 


No one does business like us. 

education 


It s practical. Relevant 
Driven by experience from 

the real world. ^ 
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So you can 

succeed in it. 


100% online • 7 week sessions 

Bachelor's Degrees I Associate Degrees I Professional Certificates 


Business programs include: 

• Accounting 

• Business Management 

• Healthcare Management 

• Human Resource Management 

• Internet Marketing 

• Professional Studies 

• Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship 

Spring semester begins 
January 10 

cps.champlain.edu/business 

866.637.0085 


CHAMPLAIN 

COLLEGE 

Continuing Professional Studies 
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Ticket Meisters 

This summer catamount arts in St. 
Johnsbury invested $150,000 in “the 
Cadillac of online ticketing software,” ac- 
cording to executive director jody fried, 
and quickly became a Flynntix-like re- 
source for presenters in northern Vermont 
and New Hampshire. Recently Catamount 
announced a partnership with its “old 
friend” circus smirkus — the Northeast 
Kingdom arts org presented the youth 
circus’ very first show back in 1987. Circus 
Smirkus has been using a ticketing biz in 
California, but now it will bring the dollars 
back home, Fried points out. 

Besides selling tickets, Catamount can 
help smaller arts groups and individu- 
als find venues and market their events 
through a monthly newsletter and twice- 
weekly e-blasts, says Fried. “We try to en- 
courage the organizations we work with 
to give Catamount members some kind 
of discount,” he adds — a boon for extant 
members and incentive for others to join. 

Presenting arts in the sparsely popu- 
lated and not-so-well-heeled Northeast 
Kingdom is a challenge. While Catamount 
is helping to build mutually beneficial net- 
works, it also relies on the kindness of ... 
pop stars, neko case, the slightly reclusive 
singer-songwriter who bought a home in 
St. J, will once again come out and support 
her Catamount neighbors with a fund- 
raising concert on January 28. She’s also 
invited indie-country duo Freakwater and 
a shadow-puppet trio, One Degree Off. 

Fried says he's pleased to work again 



with the GREEN MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL — it 

will run contiguously with Catamount’s 
own, for three weeks of early spring 
cinema. And a particularly exciting per- 
formance, Rioult — a Martha Graham- 
inspired dance troupe from New York City 
— is scheduled for May 6. 

Catamount Arts is fostering the arts 
presenters of tomorrow, too, with an 
internship program for students from 
Lyndon State College's popular arts- 
management major. Now, that’s advance 
planning. 

PAMELA POLSTON 





Changing of the Guard 

This year, Vermont stage company’s artistic director, mark nash, announced that he’s 
leaving at the conclusion of the 2010-11 season. VSC fans were worried. Was the orga- 
nization in trouble? Nash says it's in reasonable shape, despite the recession and a dip 
in ticket sales last year. But who’s going to take his place, and what does Nash have in 
mind for his next step? 

One question at a time: Seven Days checked in with Nash on the company’s search 
for a new director. "It's going apace,” he reports, and admits the board has “been great 
about keeping me a little bit out of the loop until the finalists are selected. The world 
of theater is so small,” he explains, “I might know some of them.” 

The board aims to whittle 105 applications from all over the country down to 10, 
and then bring in perhaps three. Stiff competition, and that speaks highly of VSC. 

Nash notes that some individuals have contacted him personally, and the feedback 
has been great “Sometimes I’ve wondered if people know us outside of Chittenden 
County,” he says, “but it appears our reputation has gone well beyond.” 

As for what he’ll do next, Nash insists he still doesn’t know, though he’s “95 per- 
cent sure I’m staying in Vermont. That means, if the new artistic director wants to 
hire me as an actor or director on occasion, I’m open to that I just don't want theater 
to be where my primary energy goes." 

Nash notes that his decade at the helm of a small arts organization has honed his 
writing and speaking skills — “so I feel like I’m heading in the direction of some kind 
of communications consultant." 

Meantime, he’s got more theater to produce. VSC’s next show, Neil Bardett’s dark 
adaptation of Oliver Twist, opens January 26. 

PAMELA POLSTON 
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= THE STRAIGHT DOPE b 


Dear Cecil, 

As one way to alleviate my 
otherwise simmering rage 
while crawling along the 
Eisenhower Expressway 
these days, I’ve been trying 
to figure out why they can't 
make a highway that lasts 
forever. Aside from the need to 
preserve triple-overtime jobs 
for road construction workers, 
is there some other (possibly 
physical) reason why this can’t 
be done? 

Dan Witte, Forest Park. III. 

U h, yeah. It’s called real- 
ity. Eliminate that and 
you’ve got the problem 
licked. Since you seem 
like the can-do type, Dan, we’ll 
put you in charge of highway 
maintenance and see how well 
you manage. Here’s a rundown on 
the challenges you’ll face. 

Weather. I won’t dwell on this, 
since you’re from the Chicago 
area and thus presumably familiar 
with the concept. The principal 
phenomenon of interest is the in- 
famous freeze-thaw cycle: Snow 
falls, melts, seeps into cracks and 
freezes again. The pressure of the 
expanding ice inexorably breaks 
up the pavement. Another factor 
is road salt, which can filter down 
into concrete and corrode the 
steel rebar within. So, if you can 
do something about winter, half 
your problems disappear. 

Traffic. Roads would last a 
lot longer if it weren’t for all the 
vehicles driving on them. It’s 
not uncommon to hear of high- 
ways in U.S. urban areas carrying 
double or more the traffic they 
were designed for. 



Trucks are particularly 
problematic. The rule of thumb 
among highway engineers is that 
road deterioration is roughly pro- 
portional to vehicle axle weight 
to the fourth power. In other 
words, doubling the weight on an 
axle increases the wear and tear 
on the roads by 24, or 16 times. 
Roads are usually designed as- 
suming that a single axle 


g old. Highways in 
| Europe are built to 
| endure much longer 
than those in the 
U.S. For example, the 
Netherlands expects 
its roads to last 40 

How do they 
manage it? Although 
European highway 

riety of advanced 
techniques, two 
things stand out: 
thicker, more durable 
roadbeds and greater reliance on 
concrete. 

This is something that as 
highway czar you're going to 
need to know about, Dan, so pay 
attention. The two main paving 
materials are concrete and as- 
phalt Concrete is strong and 
durable, but building roads out of 
iplex, expensive and slow 


g truck carries a maximum of _ you need a lot of rebar, the co 


18,000 pounds. Compared 
typical car carrying 2000 pounds roa ds also tend 
per axle, a fully loaded truck 
stresses the road surface 6561 
times as much. Minor overload- 
ing can make a big difference. 

Exceeding the maximum load 
by just 10 percent increases road 
stress by 46 percent — that's why 
you see all those weigh stations 
on highways. So the next job on 
your list, Dan, is dealing with the 
damn trucks. 

Money. Or more precisely, 
lack of money. Generally speak- 
ing U.S. highways were built 
on the cheap, meant to last just 
20 years. Unfortunately, some 
parts of the Interstate Highway 
System are now 50 or more years 


Concrete 
be noisy, and 
slick when wet (although that 
can be remedied), and when they 
do eventually fail, they’re a pai 

Asphalt, by comparison, 
cheap, forgiving and fast True, it 
tends to fall apart quickly, but you 
can easily patch it till things have 
really gone to the dogs, at which 
point you just resurface the 
whole road. You can spread and 
roll the paving in the morning 
and drive on it in the afternoon, 
minimizing complaints by impa- 
tient motorists. The drawback is 
that you have to do this every few 
years, leaving everybody cumula- 
tively more pissed off. 

Don't get me wrong. You can 
make long-lasting roads using 
asphalt; in fact, some modern 
highways use a combination of 


asphalt and concrete to get the 
best of both worlds. But there’s no 
simple way to do this. You have to 
rip out the original excuse for a 
roadway and redo it from scratch. 

That's what they did in 
Chicago a few years ago when 
rebuilding the Dan Ryan 
Expressway, a perpetually 
clogged truck route carrying 
300,000 vehicles per day on a 
road designed for 150,000. The 
original road typically consisted 
of 12 inches of aggregate (basi- 
cally crushed rock), 10 inches 
of concrete and five inches of 
asphalt, for a total depth of 27 
inches. The new highway has 
a 24-inch-deep aggregate sub- 
base, six inches of asphalt, then 


14 inches of concrete, fora total of 

Good news: It’s supposed to 
last 30 years — some say 40. Bad 
news: Rebuilding 10 miles costs 
close to $1 billion. The National 
Highway System, consisting of 
all critical U.S. roads, is 160,000 
miles long. The American Society 
of Civil Engineers estimates that 
the country’s roads and bridges 
will need $930 billion worth of 
work over the next five years, 
less than half of which is likely 
to happen. So that’s your final 
challenge, Dan. Once you've got 
the weather and the trucks under 
control, you’ll have to see if you 
can make money grow on trees. 


BLISS BY HARRY BLISS 
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I-IACKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S 


One Day on the Ponte di Rialto 


JM y goodness, I am not used 
to this kind of weather. 

■ ■ I don't know how you 

I drive in it. What’s the 

secret?” 

I was motoring at a snail’s pace en 
route to a yoga school in Bristol with my 
customer in the shotgun seat. Luciana 
hailed from Key West, a municipality not 
exactly known for its wintry climes. We 
were caught up in one of those Vermont 
snow squalls that, though short lived, 
blow with blizzard ferocity. Route 116 

‘Til tell you,” I replied, "but don’t be 
blabbing it to everyone, ’cause it really is 
a secret. OK, here it is: Slow down.” 

That elicited a chuckle from Luciana. 
She was a slim and attractive middle- 
aged woman with short hair midway 
between black and gray. The way she 
wore it, with bangs swept over her fore- 
head and across one eye, reminded me of 
the teen sensation Justin Bieber. “Slow 
down?” she asked incredulously. “It’s as 
simple as that?” 

“Yup,” I said, “and don’t you know it 
took me about 20 years to figure that out. 
Hey, at least we don’t have to contend 
with hurricanes. You folks down in the 
Keys, it seems you’re always having to 
evacuate your homes. That’s gotta be a 
major hassle.” 

“It's like anything else — you learn 
to live with it,” she said. “I have my own 
rule of thumb: Category 3 or less, I ride it 
out; category 4 or 5, and I’m out of there." 

“Did you grow up in Florida? I think I 
detect a slight accent.” 

“No, I’m not a native Floridian. I’m 
from northern Italy, the town of Cortina. 
I moved to Key West in the 70s.” 


“I spent a couple of days in Key West 
once. To tell you the truth, the place 
struck me as kind of, well — debauched." 
I paused, giggling. “I think that's the first 
time in my life I ever used that word. I 
must sound like an old biddy.” 

Luciana laughed and said, “No, I know 
what you mean. But the town suits me. 
It’s very relaxed and laid back, with a lot 
of interesting, creative people.” 

“How’d you end up there? That's got 
to be a story." 

AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, 

IT STILL STARTLES ME 

HOW QUICKLY HUMAN 
BEINGS CAN CONNECT 
WITH EACH OTHER. 

“It is a story. When I was 19, traveling 
through Spain, I met and fell in love with 
an American boy. He asked me to come 
back with him to Florida. My parents 
were dead set against it, but I told them 
I’d probably stay just a few months. It’s 
now been over 30 years.” 

“How’d the love affair work out?” 

“Well, we did get married, but even- 
tually divorced. We do have a beautiful 
daughter together." 

“So, what have you done for work in 
the States? You were so young when you 
got here. Are you teaching yoga?” 

“I am, but that’s relatively recent. For 
years, I worked in the hospitality busi- 
ness — restaurants, hotels. Growing up, 


my family owned a couple of pensioni 
— this is something like a B&B — so this 
work came easily for me. Eventually, I 
went back to school and became a coun- 
selor. The yoga practice I’m now study- 
ing combines the yoga and the counsel- 
ing. It's quite remarkable.” 

For a while we drove along in silence, 
absorbed in the twinkling, white-coated 
landscape. Something about the fall- 
ing snow and warm cab created a sense 
of intimacy. After all these years, it still 
startles me how quickly human beings 
can connect with each other. I think, in 
our hearts and minds, we remain cave- 
men and cavewomen, huddled together 
in a circle around the campfire, eager to 
share our stories, our hopes and dreams. 

“Luciana, I gotta say — you’re a good- 
looking woman. You must have found 
love again in your life.” 

“Well, well,” she said, smiling sweetly. 
“I am remarried, and that’s even a better 
story than the first. I am now reunited 
with my childhood sweetheart — the boy 
I dated from ages 15 to 18. Paolo is five 
years older than me, so back then my par- 
ents were quite concerned, I’ll tell you.” 

“How did you come to hook up again?” 

“In 1998, I received an email from 
Paolo in Italy, completely out of the blue. 
He was so sweet, writing something 
like, ‘I hope I’m not intruding, but I just 
wanted to know how your life was going.’ 
That started up a two-year letter-writing 
relationship — I mean real letters, not 
emails — in which we spoke of everything 
in our lives. He had become a journalist 
and a teacher, but his real passion was 
painting. And we had both recently lost 
our fathers ... Anyway, my mother became 
ill, and I booked a trip back to Cortina. 


This would be the first time Paolo and I 
saw one another in nearly 30 years.” 

“What was it like, that moment?" 

“We decided to meet in Venice, on 
the Ponte di Rialto — the Rialto Bridge. 
That morning in the hotel with my 
16-year-old daughter, trying on one outfit 
after another ... I can tell you, I was the 
teenager in that room! I got to the bridge, 
and Paolo was nowhere to be seen. It was 
more than 10 minutes past our meeting 
time, and, just as my heart began to sink, 

I turned and there he was, standing right 
next to me! He had gotten there early and 
had been watching me from afar.” 

I could hear Luciana take a deep 
breath and softly exhale. When I glanced 
over, she was back on the Ponte di Rialto. 

“All of the letter writing," she contin- 
ued quietly, “reached its fulfillment in 
that moment when our eyes met again, 
after all those long years. And now we’re 
married and living together in Key West. 
Paolo is teaching some classes, and he’s 
painting again.” 

“Luciana," I said, “that story of yours 
is a movie waiting to be filmed. I mean 
it — that is some epic stuff." 

Maybe it’s because of Christmas, or 
the turning of another year, but Luciana's 
love story captivated me. That evening, 

I Googled images of the Rialto Bridge, 
and it’s exactly as you would imagine — a 
16th-century, early baroque masterpiece. 
I've been a romantic since I was kid, and u> 
it’s only getting worse as 2010 melts into 
2011. ® | 




Stretch Out! 

The Vermonter and the ithan Allen Express, 
depart daily from a dozen stations in Vermont and 
connect you to more than fifty Eastern Seaboard 
destinations. Plan your trip today and discover 
the ease, comfort and fun of traveling by train! 

For a complete schedule and additional information call 

1-800'USA-RAIL or visit Amtrak.com 



Loose Change 

New Year's resolutions solutions for northern Vermonters 


R ight about this time last year, 
I resolved to become more 
flexible in 2010. My family was 
thrilled, thinking I’d learn to 
relax my routine-oriented, type-A ways. 
But really, I meant it literally: I wanted 
to stretch out my overworked muscles. 
Thanks to the horn of yoga-and-Pilates 
plenty in the Burlington area, I actually 
followed through on my New Year’s 
resolution and can now touch my toes. 

For 2011, I’ve come up with 10 vows 
for other people who want to get fitter or 
more active, and suggestions on how to 
keep them. Me, I’m going to learn to relax. 
If your resolution is: 

To find a little adrenaline 
in this Currier & Ives 
State... While amusement-park 
junkies wait for the next Champlain 
Valley Fair to roll around in, um, eight 
months, they can get their thrills on 
Okemo’s hills, thanks to the brand- 
spanking-new open-air Timber Ripper 
Mountain Coaster. The sled-shaped 
cars built for two (tickets are $9 for a 
passenger and $13 for a driver) climb 


1600 feet on a track and then take off 
through banks, berms, loops and waves 
in the midst of an alpine, snow-covered 
environment. Alas, there’s no fried 
dough afterward, but Coleman Brook 
Tavern at the Jackson Gore Base has 
s’mores galore. 

To take the Penguin 
Plunge... In 2011, Special Olympics 
Vermont has plans to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary by raising $400,000 across 
the three-city Penguin Plunge series. 
But don’t bother praying for a warm 
spell on February 5, when Burlington 
penguins will dive in. 

Sun, sleet or blizzard, the 
average temperature of 
Lake Champlain for the 
second month of the year 
is a steady 34 degrees. 

Instead, spend your time shopping for 
a bathing suit and a creative T-shirt, say 
the members of Team Harrison, who’ve 
been frolicking in the frigid waters every 
February for 10 years. The less you wear, 
the faster you can change out of cold, 
wet clothes. (Secure footwear is also a 


must, as the ramp is slippery.) After a 
team chant — to get the blood pumping 

— sprint into the lake, smile for the 
cameras, then grab a towel and make a 
beeline for the warming tent. Thaw out 
with a chili and hot-cider party at home. 

To climb Camel’s Hump 

— in winter... During summer 
and autumn, the iconic mountain sees 
a veritable conga line of camera-toting 
tourists. But when the snow falls on 
Camel’s Hump, muffling the noise, 
allowing for the occasional moose 
sighting and softening the contours 

white pillows, an 
ordinary hike becomes 
extraordinary. “There are 
no bothersome bugs, and 

spectacular with the leaves 
fallen off the hardwood trees,” says Gary 
Sawyer of the Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks & Recreation. His 
checklist for a winter hike of the Hump 
includes drinking water, high-energy 
food, extra layers of clothing (including 
a spare hat and gloves), map, compass 


or GPS unit, space blanket, waterproof 
matches, headlamp, and snowshoes. 
And a buddy or two. “This may be 
hard to accept,” cautions Sawyer, “but 
all winter users should be prepared to 
spend the night in the woods.” 

To burn off the box of Lake 
Champlain Chocolates 
you scarfed over the 
holidays... There’s an old adage 
that cross-country skiing bums more 
calories than just about any other 
activity, and it’s true. January 8 is Winter 
Trails Day, when nearly 100 resorts and 
Nordic centers nationwide let rookies 
try the sport gratis. Chittenden’s 
Mountain Top Inn & Resort and Ole’s 
Cross Coumtry Center in Waitsfield 
are among the participating skinny-ski 
areas in Vermont. Find a full listing at 
wintertrails.org. 

To screw Jack Frost and 
get jacked... These days, you 
can’t throw a boot without hitting some 
sort of boot camp. If your abs are flabby, 
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try the new SharkBite core conditioning 
camp, held Tuesdays at Faith United 
Methodist Church in South Burlington 
(sharkbitevt.com). Wary of wearing a 
strapless white dress? Hit the Vs Bridal 
Bootcamp (gbymca.org). 


To shoot like Brian Mohr 
and Emily Johnson... 

The Moretown-based couple could 
collectively be called the Ansel Adams of 
Vermont — if Ansel had climbed up and 
skieddown those peaks hephotographed. 
Through Ember Photography, Mohr and 
Johnson partake in some of the world’s 
coolest adventures, from the Arctic to 
the Andes, and they share their shooting 
skills in a weekend winter photography 
workshop (catamounttrail.org) at the 
Trapp Family Lodge from January 14 to 
16. The price is steep — $750 including 
lodging, meals and trail fees — but so are 
the slopes you’ll be able to document 
after the workshop. 


To snowboard like Jake 
Burton... It’s your lucky day. Well, 
31 days. January is “learn to ski or 


To shoot a wild animal... 

Deer season is behind us, but 
Vermonters can still hunt all kinds 
of critters, including raccoons, foxes, 
bobcats, muskrats, squirrels and rabbits, 
during the winter. Find a listing of guide 
services at voga.org. 


To run 100 miles — 
wearing snowshoes... The 

fiendish minds that devised the Death 
Race (a 24-hour-plus suffer fest that, 
last June, required entrants to count 
pennies, munch on raw onions and crawl 


through barbed wire, among other tasks) 
have come up with the Peak Snowshoe 
Challenge, scheduled for March 5 at 
Pittsfield’s Amee Farm. Though you 
can opt for a six-mile or half-marathon 
distance, true winter warriors will want 
to tackle the 100-mile race of 15 loops 
on a 6.55-mile course. OK, so that’s 
technically 98.25 miles, but it’ll probably 
feel like 100. 

To compete for a cause... 

Let’s face it: Even the most euphoric 
runner’s high lasts only so long. That’s 
why more than 40,000 athletes around 
the country clothe themselves in purple 
and race for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society: Team in Training. On January 
25 at Burlington's Courtyard Marriott, 
TNTs Upstate New York/Vermont 
Chapter is recruiting the aerobically 
endowed to enter such events as 
the Vermont City Marathon and the 
Grand Canyon hike. Find out more at 
teamintraining.org. ® 


snowboard month,” and Vermont resorts 
are all but dragging diehard hermits out 
of their nicely heated hiding holes. From 
January 3 to 9, you can find free beginner 
lessons, rentals and lift tickets at such 
resorts as Bolton Valley, Jay Peak and 
Stowe. Other areas, including Killington 
and Pico, are giving away newbie 
packages all month with the "bring a 
friend” promotion. And all winter at 
Sugarbush, first-timers get three days of 
lessons and rentals, plus a season pass 
that's good until the snow melts, for a 
jaw-dropping $230. 


Whatever Happened To...? 



update: In late August, a Barre environmental court judge ruled that the LVRT 
does require an Act 250 review. Shortly thereafter, members of the board of 
VAST — the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers, the trail’s lead sponsor — 
voted unanimously to pursue the permit. Laird MacDowell, who chairs VAST’s 
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail committee, said that despite the extra time and ex- 
pense — another year’s delay and $40,000 in new legal fees — VAST is “100 per- 
cent committed” to making this trail a reality. Working in VAST's favor: The Act 
250 coordinator assigned to the case is Geoffrey Green, who’s been supportive 
of the trail all along. Last year, he was the only one of three Act 250 coordina- 
tors to vote against the Act 250 requirement. For his part, MacDowell says he’s 
“personally getting involved" with the landowners to address their concerns 
about trail speed limits and curfews. Just last week, VAST’s engineering firm 
shared its plans at public meetings in the three affected counties. 
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update: Since April, One Revolution 
has grown steadily. Between June 
and August, the company racked up 
6000 miles and delivered 45 tons of 
product. Despite the weather chal- 
lenges — road salt wreaks havoc on the 
people-powered delivery rigs — more 
and more businesses are signing up for 
the company’s services. Although its 
biggest client is still the Intervale Food 
Hub, One Revolution is also making de- 
liveries for Mirabelles, Apple Mountain 
and Flashbags. It's working on a plan to 
supply food to offices near Williston’s 
big-box stores. To accommodate the 
business, Bromley has ordered another 
bike and trailer. Now, if only it would 
stop snowing... 


REAL ESTATE 

Will Burlington’s 
Affordable Housing Sell to 
the Highest Bidder? 



and Maple streets: to keep the housing 
complex -affordable" for 30 years. Three 







values the building at $1.586.900 —far below 



update: Once the public got wind of 
Champlain College’s interest in Wharf 
Lane, the school formally dropped out, 
and local nonprofit housing developers 
began to piece together a proposal to buy 
the building. Residents got organized, 
too, through a tenants group designed to 
give them a voice with their new land- 
lord — whoever that turns out to be. A 
sinkhole that developed in the parking 
lot delayed an appraisal of the building’s 
current value. But, as of mid-December, 
the nonprofits are negotiating with 
Pizzagalli to purchase it nonetheless. 
Next year another Pizzagalli-owned, 
low-income-housing project is sched- 
uled to go up for sale: the 57-unit Bobbin 
Mill apartments across the street on 
South Champlain. 



LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Ex-Prisoners Can Make 
Good Neighbors 






civilian doctor, and subsequently test positive Tor pot. Shannon risks losing access to a 
crucial benefit: his federally subsidized prescription pain drugs. 


update: The VA has since revised its medical marijuana policies to resolve 
the conflict between state and federal drug laws. Under a directive issued on 
July 22, 2010, patients treated at VA hospitals and clinics may now use me- 
dicinal cannabis in the 14 states where it’s legal without fear of being denied 
access to VA substance-abuse programs or pain-management treatments. 
However, the VA’s new policy doesn't equate to accepting or sanctioning 
pot’s medicinal value. VA doctors may still alter the dosages of pain meds for 
patients they know are using cannabis. And VA doctors still cannot prescribe 
cannabis to their patients or assist them in getting on the official medical 
marijuana registry in their respective states. Moreover, since Shannon 
cannot afford to be treated by a pot-friendly civilian doctor for six months 
each year, as Vermont’s medical marijuana law requires, he’s still effectively 
caught in a cannabis catch-22. 


^ 2010 updates 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

A Barre Renter Is 
Fighting City Hall 
for Shutting Off Her 
Water 












update: Brenda Brown was forced to leave her Barre apartment in September 
because the building went into foreclosure. On December 13, U.S. District 
Judge Christina Reiss granted class-action status to Brown’s lawsuit and 
allowed another aggrieved renter, Earl Brooks, to intervene as a coplaintiff. 
Meanwhile, a Rutland renter has enlisted the help of Vermont Legal Aid to sue 
the city of Rutland for shutting off her water — a move that touched off a night- 
marish chain of events. Jennifer Kasuba's lawsuit, filed December 3, alleges 
that Rutland disconnected her water on September 15 without notice because 
her landlord owed $807. Since the dwelling lacked water, the city deemed the 
building uninhabitable, forcing Kasuba, her husband and her 11-year-old son 
to stay in a motel. Because she was homeless, Kasuba says child-welfare of- 
ficers took her son away and placed him with relatives until the family can find 
permanent housing. 



housing rat 



update: The 20-bed Phoenix House 
began receiving residents at the begin- 
ning of November. As per an agreement 
with the city, it can add only six former 
inmates per month until it’s full. Nine 
men, all of them from Burlington, are 
currently living there for six months to 
a year. All are required to be employed, 
and each pays $75 a week in rent. 
Regional program director Jim Henzel 
reports the first two months have been 
essentially problem free. “We’ve done 
well with our neighbors,” he says. LL 
Jennifer Morrison of the Burlington 
Police Department reports there have 
been no calls for service at the Phoenix 
House and “no drain on police re- 
sources.” The facility will be at capacity 
by the end of January. 


WILDLIFE 


Why “Pete the Moose” 
Could Still Be Caught in 
the Crosshairs 
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Celebrate the New Year In Style! 



Open New Years Day! 

Draw for a discount at the register from io%-ioo% off 
Check the website and facebook for more details 

2850 MOUNTAIN ROAD STOWE. VERMONT 





PICO EXPRESS CARD 

$39 For DIRECT-TO-LIFT ACCE55 
I SKI & RIDE For as little as $29 A DAY! 
online@picomountain.com 


[VIVID] Loc 


PiCo. 







Jamie Two Coats Toyshop 

Specializing in quality toys &gifts. 


Closed 
Christmas 
through 
January 6 



\ f. 
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Check Out 
our 

January 

Sale! 
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OBRIENS 

AVEDA 

INSTITUTE 


1^2 




DO SOMETHING YOU LOVE...! 


BECOME a HAIRSTYLIST! 

Full time cosmetology classes 
start in January! 

Monday, Thursday, Friday 8-7PM 


FREE HAIRCUTS 

•• with any color service •• 

all through December! 


All services performed by instructor-supervised students 

Are you eligible for financial aid? Give us a call! 

1475 Shelburne Road I South Burlington, VT 05403 
802.658.9591 1 www.obriensavedainstitute.org 



update: Douglas missed an August dead- 
line to inform the Agency of Agriculture 
how he planned to prevent interaction 
between wild and domestic animals on 
his property, raising suspicion that he 
will continue to flout state law and ju- 
risdiction. He finally came through with 
a plan in October, but it doesn't include 
any strategy for keeping the animal pop- 
ulation from getting too large, or state 
whether he would personally profit 
from the “culling” of hunting native 
species. Meanwhile, animal enthusiasts 
anticipate a bill will likely be introduced 
in the legislature this session that would 
revert oversight of Nelson’s herds back 
to Fish & Wildlife. Otherwise, the state 
doesn’t get to call any shots on his 
property. 


POLITICS 

Dunne’s Deal: Will Youth 
and Experience Be a 
Winning Combination for 
Google Exec Matt Dunne? 



update: Dunne finished fourth in the 
primary with 20.8 percent of the vote. 
Peter Shumlin, the charismatic state 
Senate president from Putney, won by 
a nose, and went on to beat Republican 



Brian Dubie in one of the nastiest 
campaigns in Vermont history. Since 
then, Shumlin has appointed his 
primary opponents — except Dunne 
— to high-profile posts in his admin- 
istration: Doug Racine as secretary 
of human services; Deb Markowitz 
as secretary of natural resources; and 
Susan Bartlett as special assistant to 
the governor. 

Dunne, 41, has kept a low profile 
since the August 24 primary. Days 
before, his brother, Josh, suffered a 
stroke. “In retrospect, it would have 
been incredibly difficult had I man- 
aged to win the primary, because my 
priority would have been where it 
needed to be, which was with Josh,” 
says Dunne, who was in San Francisco 
on Google business last week. After 
putting his day job on hold during the 
campaign, Dunne returned to work for 
the Internet giant. He also bought a 
tractor, a 44-horsepower Kubota front 
loader, which Dunne calls “the most 
exquisite form of therapy I could pos- 
sibly imagine.” 

What about rumors that Shumlin 
was eyeing Dunne for secretary of 
commerce? Dunne denies it. Dunne 
says Shumlin visited him after the 
election but didn’t offer him any- 
thing. “I said, 'Peter, look. I’m happy 
to help in whatever way that's 
useful, but I don’t 
need a job. I’ve 
got a great 
job.'” The 
governor- 
elect has 
since asked 

broadband 
task force 
and he agreed. 

Will 

for office 
“There are 
tainly politi 
in my future 
he says. 








2010 updates 



BUSINESS 

Conscious Commerce: Seventh 
Generation’s Cofounder Throws the Book 
at Corporate Irresponsibility 



update: Hollender got his wish — though probably not in the form he imagined 
it. In October, he was let go by the company he cofounded in 1988. Seventh 
Generation has not officially said why Hollender was sacked, only hinting in 
a cryptic blog post that the move had something to do with the hiring of a 
new CEO, Chuck Maniscalco, a year and a half ago. In an interview last week, 
company spokeswoman Chrystie Heimert was a bit more explicit, saying 
Hollender was dismissed because he did not fully cede executive authority to 
Maniscalco. “It was difficult for Jeffrey to let go," she said. 

In a recent interview Hollender said, “I'm still trying to get clear with 
Seventh Generation what I can and can’t say.” Insisting his firing had noth- 
ing to do with his competence, he went on, “There were some differences in 
values and philosophy between me and the board. I tried to create a company 
that was an exception to the rules of how many companies operate. My con- 
clusion now is, we have to focus on changing those rules.” 

From his home inCharlotte, Hollender now leads the American Sustainable 
Business Council, an 18-month-old grouping of some 60,000 small- and me- 
dium-size companies that sees itself as an alternative to the conservative U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. The council takes policy stands opposite those of the 
chamber, advocating action on climate change, for example, and “stopping the 
Bush tax cuts from being rolled forward for high-income people." Hollender 
will also continue serving on the board of Greenpeace and other eco-minded 
organizations. His forthcoming book, titled Planet Home , will be published by 
a division of Random House. 



new year's 


RESolutlons? 



SPECIAL 

2 Large 1 -Topping Pizzas 
and a 2 Liter Coke Product i 
or 1 Large 1 -Topping Pizza and a 1 
Dozen Wings with 2-Liter Coke Productj 

$19.99 



burlington dances 

and natural bodies pilates 

Save the Date /- 

lor our Open House Celebration 
February 5th & 6th gBtpp / 


Lift your Body, Mind & Spirit... Naturally 

• Modern Dance 


• Pilates, Yoga, & Zumba 


• Conscious Movement 


802.863.3369 


• Artist in Residence Progra 


infofJBurlingtonDances.c 



We want to match your 
donation to Spectrum 
dollar for dollar! 

Call or come in today. 

a 2 HARBOR VIEW ROAD ,o r- 

SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 05403 V ~' 0> 

8(802) 660-0055 Quality Auto Care 

HGIRLINGTONGARAGE.COM Delivered with Respect 






Eyes on the Spies: From His Vermont 
Home, a Washington Post Reporter 
Keeps Tabs on “Top Secret America” 





affinity for what goes on in 
with Seven Days. Although 




update: The Post began running a second installment 
of "Top Secret America” on its December 20 front page. 
Arkin and co-reporter Dana Priest, a Pulitzer Prize winner, 
this time focus on the local level, unveiling a "vast domes- 
tic intelligence apparatus” that collects information on 
thousands of Americans, “many of whom have not been 
accused of any wrongdoing." 

Much of the surveillance is motivated by perceived or 
presumed connections between Islam and terrorism, the 
reporters write. They quote Ramon Montijo, a former U.S. 
Army Special Forces sergeant, who says he has taught 
classes on Islam and terrorism to law-enforcement officers 
in Vermont and several other states. 

An interactive map accompanying the Post series lists 27 
offices in Vermont engaged in domestic counter-terrorism 
activities. Seven of them are in Chittenden County, 
including two in Burlington: a U.S. Secret Service branch 
and an outpost of the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency, aka ICE. 

The map also highlights three operations in Williston, 
one of which is known as the Vermont Fusion Center. 
Administered by the state police, the fusion center’s 
aims, according to its website, are to “collect, analyze 
and disseminate intelligence information in an effort to 
identify, investigate and prevent criminal activity, and 
protect the citizens and critical infrastructures vital to 
our society." 
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mildly ere 


Kingly offensive. 


update-. No long-lost love called during 
the month Stevens predicted. Honestly, 
who makes phone calls anymore? 
Tropical vacation? The biggest adven- 
ture I’ve had since seeing her was a trip 
to St. Albans in a snowstorm. So far, none 
of my male family members have fallen 
ill, and I’m keeping my fingers crossed 
that they don’t — you know, just in case. 

The whole sexual-abuse assertion 
stuck in my craw. Could I have repressed 
it? I turned to another “psychic,” who 
confirmed my hunch — that I was no 
more a survivor of sexual abuse than 
Stevens was a responsible medium. 

I can’t tell if her prediction that I’ll 
leave my job within a year is legit because 
the year's not up yet. If you don’t see my 
byline next July, you’ll know she was 
right about something. 


SPORTS 


Can Burlington Save 
Centennial Field and 
the Lake Monsters? 



bad, in fact, that Minor League Baseball is 
threatening to yank Burlington's franchise. 


It's time to relax and unwind... 




P* 


pedicure efaefe. 




a '>n. 


^ ebody 



Book your 
appointment at 
the Day Spa 
today! 


Comer of Main & Battery Streets, Burlington, VI • 802-861-7500 • www.mirrormirrorvt.com 


Laura Mercier 



Flawless Face Collection 


Available at: 


Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 
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Our Sincere Thanks to All — 

& Wishes of a Beautiful New Year! 

We are Truly Grateful for your Support 
of our Locally Owned Business. 
Buying Locally does make a Difference. 
Again — Thank You! 


esigners 


Natural Primary Care 

Dr. Lorilee SchoenLeclc announces the opening of 
Mountain View Natural Medicine and welcomes 
her new associate, Dr, Jessica Stadtmauer 
specializing in pediatric & womens health 

Visit our beautiful new facility tor these tree informational talks: 

January 12,2011 6:30 Untangling the Hormone Web: 
Natural hormone balance in your 20's, 30's and 40's. 
January 26th 6:30 Childhood Allergies - a Natural Approach. 

All Vermont 1° regEterfora tak orfor information: 860 3366 

Insurance Accepted www.HountarVienMHuralNedlcine.com hb,ii 




SPORTS 

Ring' Man: Burlington 

MMA Fighter Noah Welsman Charts a Course for the 
Big Leagues 







update: Weisman’s MGM Grand fight was 
great exposure. After the fight, he got a 
call from a major sports and entertainment 
management firm in Manhattan that offered 
to represent him. The company provides the 
same service for a number of professional ath- 
letes within the NFL, NHL and MMA. Right now, 
Weisman says, he’s getting acquainted with his 
new management, with which he signed a three- 
year, open-ended contract. Weisman was recently 
ranked among the top 10 fighters in his weight 
class in New England. With his shoulder healed, 
he’s looking forward to a possible fight in April. 
He won’t give details because it’s not a sure thing 
yet, but the matchup has the potential to expose 
Weisman to tens of millions of television view- 
ers. Not bad for a car salesman. 

- l.o. n 
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20 YEARS... 20% OFF 
OUR GREAT WINES. 

Come celebrate our 20 years of great-tasting rustic Italian 
cuisine with one of our new twenty-twenty specials. 

NOW THROUGH JANUARY, ENJOY 20% OFF AIL 
WINE PURCHASES SUNDAY - THURSDAY. 


BE SMART. EAT WELL. ENJOY YOUR DAY. 

CHURCH STREET MBRKETPLRCE, BURLINGTON VT • 802.660.V533 
ThreeTomotoesTrattoria.com 




Downhill • Snowboard • Cross-Country 


DOWNHILL SKIS 
SNOWBOARDS 
SNOWSHOES 


The Clinical Neuroscience 
Research Unit can 
provide you with an 

opportunity to 
make a difference. 


g~3§jji®n C*® 1 


A research study funded by 
the National Institute on 
Aging, is being conducted 
to examine memory, mood, 
and hormones in post- 
menopausal women 
(1+ years since last period). 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKIS 
ICE SKATES 
V/; ROOF RACKS 
CARGO BOXES 


If you are age 50+ have not 
been on hormones in the 
past year, are not currently 
taking anti-depressants- 
you may be eligible to 
participate. You may 
receive up to $400 in 
monetary compensation. 


SWAP DROP OFF: 
^Jan. 3-7 • 8am -7pm 

(Gear in good condition only) 
NO straight alpine skis, 
helmets or clothing 


85 Main St Burlington VT • (802) 658-3313 •www.skirack.com 


Call Sally Ross Nolan at 
802-847-9488 
for more information 

www.uvm.edu/~cnru 


J3£S?3r VI UNIVERSITY 

*"3: VERMONT 

Vermont's Academic Health Center 
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which conducted the study, said some 
of those improvements must be done 
before next season. The good news: 
There may be a “next season.” Minor 
League Baseball officials aren't talking 
so tough about rescinding Vermont’s 
franchise — at least until 2012. That'll 
give proponents more time to pitch a 
plan to pay for the fixes. 


update: A recent congressional review 
of HAMP confirmed what many 
Vermonters have been saying for 
months: It isn’t working. On December 
14, the Congressional Oversight Panel 
issued a scathing assessment of the 
Treasury Department’s foreclosure- 
prevention program. According to the 
report, HAMP has had “poor results 
in preventing foreclosures" and has 
“failed to hold loan servicers account- 
able when they have repeatedly lost 
borrower paperwork or refused to 
perform loan modifications.” The 
panel predicts that HAMP will pre- 



REAL ESTATE 

Obama Program Meant 
to Help Homeowners 
Actually Sends Many 
Into Foreclosure 








vent just 700,000 foreclosures, fewer 
than the three to four million goal. 
Eight to 13 million foreclosures are 
expected by 2012. 

Dawna Hammers of Shelburne, 
who was profiled in the original Seven 
Days story, avoided foreclosure with 
a loan modification, but not through 
HAMP. She was recently laid off and 
may yet lose her home. Gerrit Holmes 
of Vergennes, who also shared his 
story, avoided foreclosure, as well — 
but not before liquidating his entire 
401(k) and sending his lender, Bank 
of America, a check for more than 
$12,000. Holmes was recently con- 
tacted by NBC News’ Lisa Myers for a 
national report on HAMP's shortcom- 
ings. Myers found Holmes as a result 
of the Seven Days article. 
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Hydrangea 


•HydrangeaToo. 


1 68 battery street 
burlington 
651.0880 


Post Holiday 

CLEARANCE! 


Up to 70% OFF 

selected items. 


All New clients 
Take $10 off 
your first 
1 hour facial 
treatment, i 


‘Ffew Year ... ‘New You 

J * 


PCA 
Jane Iredale 
Blink 
Biopelle 
Vivite 


MD Cosmetic Laser & Botox • Maple Tree Place (Behind Best Buy) 
166 Sycamore Street. Suite 140, Williston, VT • 802-878-1236 
info@makeupartistetc.com • www.mdlaserandbotox.com 


2011 Calendar Sale! 


Now through January 5th 

20% off 

ALL 2011 Calendars 
and Day Planners! 
We have We'Moon & SI 


Unique local & fairly traded 
jewelry, home decor, musical 
instruments, baskets and more 
from around the world! 

Open 7 days a week 
Moiutn ij-Tlinrsdtnj 10a-6p 
Fridn ij-Sa tiirdny 10a-7p 
Sunday 10n-5p 



the water's 
just fine! 


Join your friends at the 
14th Annual KidsVT TI 


inviDuivi,/ 

Camp & si 
School Taw 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 10 A.M. - 2 P.M. 
HILTON HOTEL, BURLINGTON • FREE! 


Happy New Year ^r- 

from all of us dk 

to all of you! 


Please come in today and check out 
all that we will be offering in 2011. 


WINTER IS HERE 


• EARN UP TO $300 FOR PARTICIPATING! 

• A BETTER LIFESTYLE : cigarette free! 

se visit our website at WWW.AHRL.NET to determine if you 
e eligible to participate, or call 489-01 78 for more information. 


RUTLANI^Mtierald 2010/2011 gold sponsors ^ CitizensBank 


2010/2011 


E 

l ITTI r rr AT the national tour of 

UTILE FEAT the music man 


SUN, JAN 9 
@ 7:30PM 


THURS, JAN 20 


(a> 8PM 


ACADEMY OF ST. 
MARTIN IN THE FIELDS 

CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 


BRIAN REGAN 


WED, APR 27 
8PM 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

From Colchester to Congo: St. Mike’s Launches 
a National Dear Hillary Campaign 


update: After requesting a meeting with Clinton, the students were referred 
by the State Department to Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues 
Melanne Verveer, who met with seven Vermont members of the Dear Hilary 
Campaign on December 15 in Washington. Also on hand was Rick Swart, 
the State Department’s “desk officer,” or point person, for the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Verveer thanked the students for their work, saying, "You 
represent the finest of civil society.” The ambassador emphasized that the 
Obama administration supports the campaign’s objectives. “We are with you,” 
she told the students and two members of Burlington’s Congolese community. 
“I don’t see it as you in your camp and we in our camp.” 

In addition to citing a variety of U.S. peacemaking initiatives, Verveer 
expressed frustration that the attacks on women are continuing. “If it were 
easy, it would have been done by now,” she said of efforts to stop the estimated 
15,000 rapes that have occurred this year in the eastern DRC. 

The students pressed Verveer and Swart on a number of issues. St. Mike's 
senior Kate Bailey asked pointedly why the United States keeps supplying aid 
to Rwanda and Uganda, neighboring countries accused in United Nations re- 
ports of complicity in the violence against Congolese women and girls. 

“These countries have a need for bilateral aid,” Swart said. “There is no 
simple solution, no simple answer to the question you’re asking,” he added. 

The Dear Hillary contingent expressed satisfaction following the hour- 
long meeting that the campaign’s concerns had at least been heard at a high 
level. But the activists weren’t placated. They’ll be working in the new year to 
organize what they hope will be a major demonstration in front of the State 
Department — either in March, which is Women’s History Month, or in May 
sometime around Mother’s Day. 



Belted Cow 


o/merican bistro 'faxe 

•with an emphasis on seasonal products 
& local flavors 

Private Catering Available 
Tuesday Night is BBQNight 
- Chef Owned & Operated - 

4 Park Street, Essex Jet • 3 16-3883 


WANT TO SAVE A FEW BUCKS 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 

Famous label off-price 
clothing for Men, Women and Teens... 

at DEEP, DEEP DISCOUNTS! ^ 


The Forget-Me-Not Shop 


Route 15 “Johnson, Vermont • 802-635-2335 

1 1/2 miles West ofthe Village • Open 7 days a week: 9am- 9pm 


elements of -Healing ^ 

Hototte ffealth Center * School of Afomxuja ^ 


Health & Wellness Day 

Saturday, January 22nd • 9-2pm 

Qigong Class 

FREE 15 minute massages 

Health Lectures through out the day • Call for ra ore information 


Conveniently located at the Essex Shoppes & Cinema 
21 Essex Way, Suite 109, Essex Jet. Vermont 
(802) 288-81 60 • www.elementsofhealing.net 


SHOP 


LOCAL 


iawitin... SEVEN DAYS 




When the 
Clock Strikes 
Midnight... 

A First Night New Year's Eve countdown 


Y ou couldn't ask for a more propitious date to start anew: 1-1-11. As 2010 speeds 
to a close, we get yet another shot at that annual clean slate. In a study of time 
and humanity, poet T.S. Eliot wrote in “Little Gidding,” “To make an end is to 
make a beginning.” Whatever resolutions New Year's Day brings you, three 
First Night celebrations around the state guarantee this year will go out with a bang. 

Buy a button — its your ticket to local music, theater, dancing and fireworks. Both 
Burlington and Montpelier's festivities rev up at noon; fun in St 
Johnsbury starts at 4 p.m. 

The Queen City's downtown party is a doozy, as usual. Sixteen 
locations are home to local tunes (Japanese drumming by 
Burlington Taiko and gypsy jazz by the Queen City Hot Club, for 
starters), storytelling by reigning "weird stuff expert Joseph Citro, a big-top bonanza 
by Circus Smirkus, the annual Drums and Dragons Parade ... you name it Light shows 
explode over the lake at 7 p.m. and midnight. 

The Capital City cranks into gear with a schedule that festival coordinator Jimmy 
Swift says is brimming with about 80 percent new programming. Hit the fun at ful I speed 
after pounding the pavement in the 16th annual Central Vermont Runners 5K Road Race 
at 3 p.m. From there, flit among more than a dozen venues for sleights of hand by Rob 
Mermin's Soap Bubbles Circus, face painting at the City Center, the yearly Lost Nation 
Theater Cabaret, and more. Revelers convene at City Hall Plaza for the Parade of Lights 
and Disco Party at 9 p.m., and festivities wind down after 10 p.m. for those who hear warm 
beds — or other parties — calling. 

In the Northeast Kingdom, St. J's historic downtown fills with its own share of marvels, 
including the Hypzotique Bellydance Circus at Fuller Hall, toe-tapping action at the 
Country Corners Square Dance, a giggle fest brought on by Valley Improv and a 1960s 
flashback courtesy of Mellow Yellow Experience. Migrate to the St. Johnsbury Academy 
gym parking lot at midnight for the raising of the New Year’s ball 
and a full fireworks show. 

n. As if that wasn't enough to pack your 
is offer their 






vn take on New Year's — from an Austin 
Powers-themed bash at Waitsfield's 
Big Picture Theater & Cafe to swingin' 
Sinatra tunes at Middlebuiys Town 
Hall Theater. See below for details. 
Its been real, 2010. Now, in with 



T ick, tock, tick, tock. The clock doesn t stop, and 2011 is another step closer to 
2012, the year rife with doomsday hype. Whether or not you subscribe to that 
point of view, brushing up on your astronomy this New Year's Eve couldn’t hurt; 
you’ll be able to marvel at the stars long after the fireworks have faded, anyway. 
Four 50-minute planetarium shows at Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium embrace 
the celestial landscape, especially those constellations visible from our own 
backyards. Recline on benches to watch a 24-foot domed ceiling become a canvas 
for “reveling in the beauty of the sky and night,” says presenting astronomer 
Bobby Farlice-Rubio. While most planetarium shows throughout the country are 
prerecorded, Fairbanks’ are always performed live, allowing audience interaction 
and a greater variety in subject matter. Approached with a “lighthearted combina- 
tion of science and storytelling" says Farlice-Rubio, Friday’s “Space, Inc." focuses 
on trends toward outer-space vacations. Ready to see stars? 


Playing With Fire 


B aby, it’s cold outside ... but one First Night SL Johnsbury act brings the heat. 

When most people think of fire performances, they envision someone juggling 
three flaming sticks, opines Blake Unger Dvorchik, cofounder of St. J's Dancing 
Djinn. Those folks obviously haven’t seen the fire-dancing troupe’s repertoire 
of blazing tricks with fire poi, hula hoops, contact stafis, flower sticks, double 
staffs, whips and fire breathing. Formed roughly five years ago by a group of St. 
Johnsbury Academy alums, Dancing Djinn take their name from an Arabic legend 
of genies made of smokeless flame. The djinns would occasionally take human 
shape to wow people with fire stunts on crowded streets. Four fire wielders do the 
same in a series of 25-minute Main Street sessions featuring call-and-response 
interactivity and short stories that are sure to catch on like, well, wildfire. 


Dancing Djinn 

6:45 p.m., 7:45 p.m., 8:45 p.m. at the comer of Main Street and Eastern Avenue, 
and prior to the midnight fireworks at the St. Johnsbury Academy gym parking 


If you like this, try: Kerry Kaye Fire & Light, 9-10 p.m. at Parade of Lights and 
Disco Party, City Hall Plaza. First Night Montpelier. 



A SAMPLING OF OTHER SPOTS TO RING IN THE NEW YEAR ... 


Austin Powers' “Divas & Dandies' New 
Year’s Eve Disco Dance Party: Friday, 
December 31, 9 p.m., at Big Picture Theater 
S. Cafe in Waitsfield. $10-20; $50 per family 
of four. Info, 496-8994. www.bigpicturethe- 

Family New Year’s Eve Celebration: 

Friday, December 31, 5-9 p.m., at Okemo 
Mountain Resort in Ludlow. $23-39 activity 
wristband; free for kids under 2. Info, 228- 
1600. www.okemo.com 


New Year's Eve Fireworks and Torch- 
light Parade: Friday, December 31, 6:30 
p.m., Lincoln Peak. Info. 583-6300. www. 
sugarbush.com 

New Year's Eve at Burke Mountain: 

Friday. December 31, 4 p.m.-l a.m., at 
Sherburne Base Lodge. Burke Mountain, in 
East Burke. $40 includes dinner and dance; 
$15 for dance only. Info, 626-7390. www. . 


New Year's Eve Ball: Friday, December 31, New Year's Eve Dinner: Friday. Decem- 


6:30 p.m., at Sheraton Hotel & Conference 
Center in South Burlington. $32.50-53.25. 
Info, 598-6757. www.firststepdance.com 
New Year’s Eve Contra Dance: Fri- 
day. December 31, 8 p.m., at Tracy Hall in 
Norwich. $15; half price for folks 10-16 and 
over 60; bring finger food to share. Info, 
785-4607. 


■ 31. 6 p.m.-midnight, at Timbers Res- 
taurant in Warren. $25-75 plus tax and tip. 
Info, 583-6800. www.sugarbush.com 
“A New Year’s Eve to Remember": 

Friday, December 31. 8 p.m., at Town Hall 
Theater in Middlebury. $25. Info, 382-9222. 
Ai.townhalltheater.org 


w 





11 you need is right here in this room,” sings Peter Katz in “Carried Away.” 
Those in attendance of one of his two First Night Burlington concerts 
maybe inclined to agree. Circus stunts and puppet-laden parades rage outside, 
but the Grand Prize winner of Toronto’s Indie Week offers fierce competition 
with quiet acoustic sentiments that explore the full spectrum of human 
emotion. The songs on his latest album, First of the Last to Know, draw 
inspiration from real-life stories, such as fiddler Oliver Schroer's battle 1 - ,■ ! 
with leukemia in “Oliver’s Tune,” and ”embod[y] Canadian folk,” writes * ™ 

Spill Magazine. The artist collaborated with folk greats Glen Hansard, the Good 
Lovelies and Melissa McClelland on that record, but he’ll fly solo at the Amy E. 
Tarrant Gallery and First Congregational Church theater to bid 2010 a sweet 



F ireworks maybe grand, but lanterns are a reveler's best friend at this year’ 
First Night Montpelier. The Capital City does away with the pyrotechnics 
(promising a bigger Fourth of July show instead) in favor of a solid hour of illu- 
minated disco fever. Prep for the Parade of Lights by attending a lantern-making 
workshop in the afternoon. Then light the way for the Main Street procession, a 
vision of drummers, dancers, torchbearers and puppets. The open-air Disco Party 
, starts at City Hall Plaza with what has to be the oddest musical pairing 

ever: Nine-year-old DJ Don P (Montpelier’s Paolo Rovetto) and sculptor 
Antoinette Jacobson jam out simultaneously, the latter on a handmade 
fire organ, aka "pyrophone,” which plays in response to flames. No, really. 

’ Following hot feats by Kerry Kaye Fire & Light, Montpelierites release 
roughly 250 glowing, biodegradable hot-air lanterns. With a greeting like that, 
2011 is already looking up. 

Parade of Lights and Disco Party 

Parade begins at 8:45 p.m. at Kellogg-Hubbard Library and proceeds to City 
Plaza for the Disco Party, 9-10 p.m. Lantern launch, weather permitting taki 
place around 9:45 p.m. Lantern-Making Workshop: 4-7 p.m. at City Center. 


Ha^^ 


If you like this, try: Flashing Lights New Year's Eve Dance, 9 p.m.-midnight 
at Memorial Auditorium Annex, First Night Burlington. $10 admission or free 
st Night Burlington button. © 




| to all who support 


repurposed & locally 
made lighting. 
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The Vermont Campaign to End Childhood Hunger 
has changed its name to: 



HUNGER 

FREE 

VERMONT 


Working to end the injustice of hunger and malnutrition 
for all Vermonters since 1993. 

Join us in our cause at www.HungerFreeVT.org. 
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Hello! 


All of us at Hunger Free Vermont 
are very excited to share with you 
our new name. For eighteen years, 
under the name the Vermont Campaign 
to End Childhood Hunger, we've been 
Vermont's leading anti-hunger 
advocates-working on solving hunger 
not just for today, but for a lifetime. 

While we will continue to focus on 
feeding Vermont's kids, our new name 
also represents our work and commitment 
to the nutrition needs of Vermont's adults 
and seniors. 

The name Hunger Free Vermont 
better reflects our renewed dedication 
to ending the injustice of hunger and 
malnutrition for all Vermonters. 

To learn more about our work, visit 
our website at HungerFreeVT.org 
or find us on Facebook. 

Thank you for standing with us in our cause. 


Warmly, 


it 

Marissa Parisi, MS 
Executive Director, 
Hunger Free Vermont 


food 


I t was the shock of the year in 
Vermont’s restaurant scene: Last 
month, Bluebird Tavern owner 
Sue Bette announced that Michael 
Clauss had replaced chef Aaron Josinsky. 

In the year and a half since the 
Burlington gastropub opened, Josinsky’s 
cooking had garnered a James Beard 
Foundation nomination for Best New 
Restaurant and numerous mentions in 
the national press. His signature farm- 
to-table style seemed irreplaceable. 

But Clauss came to the Bluebird 
with a well-publicized track record 
of his own. Following his tenures as 
executive chef of Daniel Boulud’s New 
York City Feast & Fetes catering com- 
pany and sous-chef at the restaurant 
Daniel in New York, the former New 
England Culinary Institute instructor 
returned to Vermont early this year to 
head the kitchen at The Daily Planet. 
Not long after starting there, Clauss 
competed for a place representing 
the United States in the world’s most 
prestigious culinary competition, the 
Bocuse d’Or. 

Yet The Daily Planet was never trans- 
formed quite the way restaurant watch- 
ers expected. Clauss made impressive 
contributions, such as his own churned 
butter, but the contemporary American 
fare at the Burlington institution showed 
no signs of a drastic makeover. 

Observers who knew Clauss’ reputa- 
tion for world-class cuisine wondered 
if the chef perhaps wasn’t showing his 
full deck. Would he pull out all the stops 
when he got a chance to tackle Bluebird’s 
more ambitious menu? 

In a word, yes. When I returned to 
the Bluebird earlier this month for the 
first time since last summer, I had one of 
the best meals I've tried there, possibly 
the best. I was impressed with what I 
found at the restaurant's outpost kiosk 
on Church Street, too. 

Inside the restaurant, the welcoming, 
rustically hip interior was unchanged. 
Service was excellent as ever. Our server 
thoughtfully answered lots of dumb 
questions about the drink menu before 
finally helping my party to choose Elsa’s 
Coquito, a Puerto Rican take on eggnog 
featuring a delicious mix of coconut 
milk, lime and cinnamon. 


Fresh Fare 

Minus its famed original chef, how’s the food 
at Bluebird Tavern? 

BY ALICE LEVITT 



The menu presented an embarrass- 
ment of riches. Did I want parsnip and 
apple soup with stuffed rabbit and chest- 
nuts floating therein? How about guinea 
hen pot-au-feu with foie gras and black 
truffles? 

Several tables near me had ordered 
the beet parfait small plate. The color- 
ful stack of goat cheese, arugula and 
beet sorbet looked like a delightful 
dessert. Many diners also appeared to 
be enjoying a pork belly and octopus 
dish. Tantalizing as those choices were, 
I knew one starter in particular would 
indicate the new state of the Bluebird 
better than anything else. I had to order 
the butcher’s board. 

The wooden board appeared at the 
table crammed with more delicacies 
than ever — I counted nine, not includ- 
ing grainy honey mustard and a pair of 
cured caper berries. Most of the char- 
cuterie components were more than 
mere cured meat — they were tiny com- 
posed dishes prepared with sushi-like 
precision. 

I tucked right in to a crispy cube of 
smoked-paprika-flavored pork belly, and 
its creamy fattiness melted in my mouth. 
Classic chicken-liver mousse got new 
life from a coating of cocoa and a pile 
of tiny rounds of sweet-and-sour pick- 
led onions. Housemade ham was very 
lightly salted and far more delicate than 
the prosciutto-style meat I expected. 
The nest of subtle, razor-thin slices was 
drizzled in unctuous foie-gras honey 
that took the concept of honey-glazed 
ham to a new level of extravagance. 

And those weren’t even my favorites. 
They couldn’t surpass the rabbit terrine 
studded with tangy cranberries and 
topped with juicy slices of fresh pear; or 
the duck pate dressed with a miniature 
haystack comprising Campari-flavored 
matchsticks of candied Meyer lemon. 
The latter was a particularly sensuous 
experience. The sweet but astringent 
citrus cut with diamond precision 
through the gamy flavor of the duck, 
which bloomed with lush fat. 

Spread on buttery, grilled Red Hen 
Baking Company bread, this assemblage 
could have been a meal in itself. But just 
as we finished the last piece of spiced 


FOOD LOVER? ® 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE— 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER REVIEWS OF BOO* RESTAURANTS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FOOD. 
TUESDAY. OR. DISH ON OUR FOOD FORUM AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FORUM. 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 

CONNECT TO M.SEVEN DAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 




GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 



deer terrine with cacao nibs, out came 
the entrees. 

The double burger, filled with 
Boucher Family Farm blue cheese and 
stacked on a fluffy grilled bun, has 
become a classic at the Bluebird. Clauss 
has created a new one with his introduc- 
tion of the lamb burger. The paired pat- 
ties were every bit as luxuriously greasy 
as the beef ones. While the original is all 
lush earthiness, the lamb burger’s rich- 
ness had a counterpoint. Minted yogurt 
replaced the blue cheese at the center of 
the two patties. Instead of the Bluebird's 
crisp, salty, bistro-style ffites, a salad of 
lightly dressed greens and herbs made 
me feel slightly less like a heart attack 
might be imminent. The burger ac- 
complished a rare feat: It was so tasty 
that the accompanying Vermont Smoke 
and Cure bacon almost seemed like an 
afterthought. 

At $13, the lamb burger was two 
bucks cheaper than the double beef — 
another sign of the new regime. When 
I interviewed him during his first days 
at Bluebird, Clauss promised to offer at 
least four lower-priced tavern options 
every night. He delivered, and I look 
forward to seeing what’s next. 

As a whole, the new menu responded 
to some of the concerns of diners who 
didn't find the old one approachable. 
There were no mysterious ingredients or 
Italian terms that might confuse all but 
the most informed. Sure, foie-gras ter- 
rine came with “Lillet gelee," and Onset 
Bay oysters were topped with "tarragon 
sabayon and bacon powder,” but that 
was as esoteric as things got. 

My other entree, Vermont fried 
chicken, exemplified Bluebird’s more 
populist options. The $21 meal was 
easily enough for two. A chicken thigh, 


whole wing and boneless breast were 
packed into an oblong metal basket with 
a pair of buttermilk biscuits that were 
soft and chewy inside and crispy outside. 
The basket came with two canning jars 
filled with vinegary green cabbage slaw 
and something that resembled potato 
salad but was actually herb-flecked, dev- 
iled parsnips. 

At first bite, the chicken wing 
dribbled juice down my chin. The meat 
was tender, but just sturdy enough not 
to take on the waterlogged texture that 
indicates overbrining. The unique batter 


MOST OF THE 
CHARCUTERIE 
COMPONENTS 
WERE MORE THAN 
MERECUREDMEAT- 

THEY WERE TINY COMPOSED 
DISHES PREPARED WITH 
SUSHI-LIKE PRECISION. 


reminded me of Ritz crackers, and the 
combination of buttery, salty and sweet 
tastes was every bit as addictive. My only 
complaint about the glorious pieces of 
bird concerned their thick, rubbery skin. 
It was easy to remove, but not much fun 
to eat. 

I left the Bluebird that night feeling 
slightly drunk from a combination of 
excitement and cholesterol overload. 

The following week, 
I headed to Church 
Street to see how the 
restaurant’s first and 
only satellite was 

In September, 
Bette opened the 
Bluebird Coffee Stop 
in the kiosk that once 
housed Cheese ’n’ 
Crust Souperstar and, 
before that, Klinger’s 
Bread Company. 
Clauss told me in a 
recent interview that 
he planned to expand 


the options at the downtown outpost 
and make it “more of a satellite” to the 
Riverside Avenue restaurant. 

Bette herself was workingthe counter 
when I arrived, and poured my French- 
pressed Black River Roasters coffee. The 
rich java smelled more chocolaty than 
actual chocolate. When I spilled some 
on my glove, I couldn’t stop sniffing it. 

Clauss had promised he'd serve a ro- 
tating cast of four baguette sandwiches 
daily. I tried one spread with salty butter 
and filled with the same housemade ham 
I sampled on the restaurant’s butcher’s 
board. While 1 appreciated the ham's 
subtlety when it was solo, I wished for a 
little more punch when it came stacked 
on the thick ficelle. 

But an egg-salad sandwich tasted 
great even to this eater, who usually 
cringes at the very idea. Almost micro- 
scopically thin slices of scallion gave the 
soft, well-seasoned eggs a hint of sophis- 
tication. At just before noon, Bette said 
she had already sold out of the soup du 
jour, but she promised to have plenty of 
creamy chicken the next day. 

I was also disappointed to see that 
my favorite densely chocolaty pudding, 
topped with salt and milk jam, wasn’t 
available that day. Desserts were limited 
to a selection of cookies. 

Instead, I ordered ajar of bacon-can- 
died almonds, one of my favorites at the 
Bluebird since it opened. Bette presented 
a Ball jar full of them and explained that 
if I returned it empty, she would give me 
50 cents. A combo of sweet, crunchy al- 
monds and meat that’s environmentally 
responsible? Sign me up. 

My overall assessment of the new 
Bluebird? Clauss has recharged the 
restaurant with a sense of fun and 
whimsy that's simultaneously new and 
old. Nothing is dramatically different, 
and many dishes still bear Josinsky’s 
stamp. However, the changes appear to 
be for the better. With a place for both 
the approachable fare he prepared at 
The Daily Planet and the artistic flair he 
showed when competing for the Bocuse 
d’Or, Clauss seems to have found an ideal 
match for his skills at the Bluebird. 

Foie-gras honey? Juicy fried chicken? 
More mid-priced items? That’s some- 
thing to sing about. ® 




They say how you spend 
New Year’s Eve 
is how you’ll spend 
the rest of your year. 

So... First Night crepes, anyone? 
Join us NYE with 
The Move It Move It 

$10 cover Includes a midnight toast! 

Corner of Lake & College, Burlington 540-0188 
89 Main St., Montpelier 262-2253 


Chubby Muffim 


Muffin 

Madness! 

1:30-3pm,Mon-Fri 
Buy one muffin, get one FREE! 

88 Oak St, Old North End, Burlington 
802-540-0050 • www.chubbymutfln.com 


Oo/yie Cle/eSrate the 


rfeuj Year uxth US, too! 


Join us 

for the 2 nd annual... 



January i, 20'0 . | 
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RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

One Federal Street • St. Albans 
802 . 524.0330 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
& BAR BANQUETS 





FREE DESSERT! 


food 



Authentic Southern "Homestyle" Cooking 

line In or Take Out! Lunch & Dinner Spedals! Country Breakfast Buffet 

Lunch & Dinner: Mon-Fti 1 1am to 8pm Saturday & Sunday 8am - 12pm 

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner: Sat 8i Sun 8am to 8pm Regular Breakfast Me 


Depot Square, Northfield • 802-485-7 



Tiny Th ai ‘Rgjitaurant ! 


24 Main St, Downtown Winooski: 65S-4888 ii Essex Shoppes & Cinema 878-2788 

an-Sat 1 1 :30am-230pm /430-930 pm Closed Sun || Mon-Sat 1 1 :30am-9:00pm Sun 1 2-7pm 


K 
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AUlRR'cT & bSLI 

Organic &" Local Prcxluce • Full Service Deli 
All Natural Groceries 


* 


m 


Happy New Year! 

We wish you a prosperous & merry 2011! 
Shop locally & be healthy! 

Opeu 8am-7pm Daily • (802) 453-8538 
25 Mountain View St, Bristol 

First lcfr off Mountain Street. Located Behind Shaws. 



Floored 
by the Door 

One "Alice Eats" eatery particularly stood out 
this year 

BY ALICE LEVITT 

I visited close to 70 restaurants this year. It’s rare that I miss an opportunity to 
check out a new, newish or new-to-me spot for the paper or my “Alice Eats” 
series on Blurt, the Seven Days staff blog. Every Tuesday, I review a restaurant 
where diners can get a meal for two for less than $35. This includes plenty of 
low-brow fare, but also great deals at places where you could easily impress a date. 

Given my gorging all over the state, it’s a true achievement for any restaurant 
to emerge as my clear favorite of the year. When I visited Waitsfield’s Bam Door 
Restaurant at 1824 House in August, I had high expectations. They were surpassed. 
I can’t stop thinking about Chef Luke Stone's creative use of local ingredients. 
Putting together a weekly specials menu using products from a single featured farm 
forces Stone to stretch himself, culinary-wise, and to use optimally of-the-moment 
ingredients. 

Since my meal at The Barn Door, I’ve continued to look compulsively at the 
online menu and fantasize about making a trip to sample winter dishes such as 
pork-belly steamed buns with kohlrabi salad; and cassoulet with lamb, duck confit 
and housemade garlic sausage — made with meat from PT Farm, Hudson Valley 
Foie Gras and Mountain View Farm, respectively. Here’s my original review of the 
Barn Door, published on the web on August 31. 


The Barn Door 
Restaurant at 
1824 House 

I n Burlington, when a yen for hand- 
crafted, farm-to-table fare hits, 
Bluebird Tavern and The Farmhouse 
Tap & Grill are obvious options. 
Whether you’re near Waitsfield or not, 
I recommend that you hightail it to The 
Barn Door. 

The 1824 House, right along 
Waitsfield’s main drag, was long known 
as the spot to hit for a formal, European- 
inflected dinner. Connie and Dean 
Mendell — of the Village Porch Bar & 
Bistro in Rochester — reopened the inn 
this June with a more casual restaurant 
that strikes both global and local chords. 
Ever since I saw the menu, I had been 
gasping to give it a try. 

I wasn’t disappointed. How could 
I have been, given that I showed up 
during "beef week”? Each week. Chef 
Luke Stone — a protege of Maura 
O’Sullivan and Charles Reeves of Penny 
Cluse Cafe — plans several specials 
around the goods from one local farm. 
A small sandwich board on the side of 
the road trumpeted this cycle's main 
ingredient: beef from Orb Weaver Farm 



in New Haven. Though I was tempted 
by homemade spaghetti with herb-and- 
shallot meatballs and garlic bread, I 
decided to try a couple of menu staples 
instead, made with meats from 1824’s 
regular suppliers. 

But first, there were rolls. Oh, the 
rolls! Like wheat Easter eggs with a 
doughy inside and chewy crust. The 
spritz of butter alongside was the size 
of my (small) fist, and was not only 
eminently spreadable but wonderfully 
creamy and salty. 


Continued after the 
classified section, page 43 
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NEW STUFF ONLINE EVERYDAY! PLACE YOUR ADS 24/7 AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


housing » 

APARTMENTS, 
CONDOS & HOMES 

on the road » 

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES 

pro services » 

CHILDCARE, HEALTH/ 
WELLNESS, PAINTING 

buy this stuff » 

APPLIANCES, KID STUFF, 
ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE 

music & art» 

INSTRUCTION, CASTING, 
INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE 

support » 

AA, SMOKING CESSATION, 
GLBT, SURVIVORS 

jobs » 

NO SCAMS, ALL LOCAL, 
POSTINGS DAILY 
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FOR SALE BY OWNER 

2 for 2 weeks for only $45! 





SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS » 




Parties entitled to 


6085(c)(5). 








Charter on the ballot of 
to be held March 1, 2011. 


By /s/Stephanie H. 


TV 802-879-5662 




by ballot; method of 


14,2011 at 12:00 noon 
and January 24. 2011 

Auditorium. City Hall. 




Show and tell. 

I View and post up to 
" 6 photos per ad online. 


>/' Open 24/7/365. 

I fS\J Post & browse ads 
vK/ at your convenience. 














V-S-A. Sec. 172 the city 









the City of Burlington. 
Actsofl949.No.298 






however, that they shall 


STATE OF VERMONT 
SUPERIOR COURT 

CIVIL DIVISION 
Docket No. S149S-09 




Extra! Extra! 

There's no limit to 
ad length online. 

649 of the Land Records 






NOTICE OF SALE 
By virtue and In 






crossword 


ANSWERS ON P.C-7 » 


13 Monstrous 65 Abbreviated 


: lu symptom 71 Swiss 


22 MrAsnei's 




34 Ms. Rivers' 84 Gun the 


fortune? 
43 Yule 
purchase 


Jangers 
Hr. Griffith’s 


79 Palindromic 1 


137 Break 
suddenly 

138 Doe's darling 


95 Downspouts 
ou vanecy 96 Adept 
show 97 Holy day 

51 Grenoble's 100 Mrs. Eddie 

52 John of The 104 Caustic stuff 
Addams 105 In search of 
Family 106 "McTeague" 


12 Directionless 55 — la-la 


18 Rug type 


58 VigHant 111 Negative ter- 


profident 

r 67Biscayne liouoa 

Bay city double take, 

69 Haul a heap perhaps 

70 BUSS 120 James 

72 Takes on Harriot, for 

i 73 "Jane Eyre" one 


36 Postman's 76 Criticize 


78 Actor Dullea 


2 Byname In 41 Belgrade 

3 Smidgen 46 Took down a 

4 Tolerate peg 

5 Triumphant 48 Levi's 


87 Exclude 130 Unit of work 

89 Nolde or 132 Sugary 

Jannings suffix 






Ba% it’s! cold 

outride! 


Snuggle up with 

SEVEN DAYSKMMU 

and heat up your 
love life this winter! 




Everybody’s dom’ it at 

sevendaysvt.com 



Post a fREE 
profile 

Browse 1000s 
of local singles 

Send messages 
and "flirt* 

Listen to 
greetings 





ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 

PRINT DEADLINE: NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

FOR RATES & INFO: MICHELLE BROWN, 802-865-1020 X21. 

MICHELLE®SEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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ATTCMTinM depdi iitcdc- postyourjobsatsevendaysvt.com/jobsforfastresults. 

Ml I C.l\l I IUIN r\tl_KUI I LIAO. OR. CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 




Innovative Travel Technology 

ASP.Net/SQL Application Developer 

Inntopia is a leading provider ol travel reservation technology 
to the destination travel market, with an emphasis on reservation 
systems for the snowsports industry. 

We are looking lor motivated and talented ASP.Net/SQL developers 
to join our technology team located in Stowe, VT. 

If interested, send a cover letter and resume to jobs@inntopia.com. 
Visit this page for more information: 
www.inntopia.com/corp/jobs.html 


RESOURCE COORDINATOR/COUNSELOR 

TO SUPPORT WORKERS IN THE WORKPLACE 


Support workers in resolving personal and workplace issues 
that impact productivity, morale and well-being. Connect 
workers with community resources, employee benefits and 
mental health assistance to address social and economic 
needs. Superior interpersonal and communication skills ability 
to work independently in multiple employer sites and represent 
and promote EAP services and interests. 

Knowledge of public assistance programs beneficial. Social 
work/mental health license a plus. Private transportation 
required. 


Position begins 10 hrs./week, increasing over the 
year. Work in Lamoille, Washington counties and 
general NEK area. Cover letter and resume to: 

vtwellness@gmall.com. 


FARRELL 


EQUIPMENT MOVER 


Entry-level position for a motivated individual for 
installation of vending equipment. Experience with vending 
equipment preferred, but willing to train the right candidate. 

Must possess mechanical skills and be willing to learn various 
levels of repair. You must have a clean driving record 

We offer competitive wages, benefits and a challenging 
environment. Apply online at www.farrellvending.com or in 
person at: 

Farrell Vending Services, 405 Pine Street, Burlington. VT 05401. 


r 

Ho-ho- 

hiring? 

Advertise your job openings 
with us throughout the 
holidays and into 2011! 

Contact me anytime at 

1 michelle@sevendaysvt.com 

» or sevendaysvt.com/postmyjob. 

I’ll post your open positions at 

M K classifieds.sevendaysvt.com 
I ■■r I and tweet it @SevenDaysJobs. 

Your ad will also appear in Seven Days on January 12. 


SEVEN DAYS 


jobs 


connecting companies + candidates — 24/7 
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ©SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


IT Director 

Vermont Oxford Network is seeking an IT Director to 
be a member of our administrative team and oversee 
the priorities and personnel of both the System 
Administration and the Development teams. The team 
maintains a growing array of servers and applications 
built on Microsoft technologies (VB.NET) that serve 
our member hospitals. Each member submits data to 
us for quantitative analysis, which we process using 
sophisticated electronic data-processing tools. 

Job Description 

The IT Director role is to: 

• Participate in strategic planning at the corporate 
level 

• Plan and manage implementations of new and 
existing applications and technical services 

• Review work of development teams 

• Establish development standards and apply them 
across project teams 

• Work with Quality Assurance to ensure high-quality 
software and services 

• Oversee security of the network and facilities 

• Plan for growth of services and infrastructure 

• Manage relationships with service providers 

• Oversee IT-related purchasing and budget 

Job Qualifications 

Required Experience and Skills: 

• Prior experience managing network administration 
and development teams 

• Advanced knowledge of building complex database 
and software systems using Microsoft technologies 

• Programming experience and understanding of 
database design 

• Project-management experience 

Leadership 

• Ability to serve as a role model for team members 
in achieving goals and delivering quality 

• Ability to provide constructive feedback to 
developers and technicians 

• Ability to stay informed of industry trends and best 
practices 

Communication 

• Ability to excellent verbal and writing skills 

• Ability to tackle difficult personnel issues directly 
and tactfully 

• Ability to facilitate internal and external meetings 
effectively 

• Ability to resolves and/or escalates issues in a 
timely fashion 

We offer a great working environment, the opportunity 
to work with a professional IT team, and competitive 
salary and benefits. 


Please mail or email your resume and cover letter 
by Jan. 31,2011. 


Vermont Oxford Network 
33 Kilbum St, Burlington, VT 05401 
mail@vtoxford . org 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 
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INCLUDING DIRECTORS 

Leaps & C Bounds is 

looking for motivated, flexible 
team players to join our growing 

childcare team 

in Essex, Williston and soon-to- 
be South Burlington locations. 
Must have experience, education 
and a sense of humor! Pay based 
on education and experience. 
Contact Krista at 802-879-2021 
or kristalacroix@yahoo.com. 



AREAS 
LARGEST 
HIRE OF 
THE YEAR 

Customer Service 
General Help 
Retail 

Due to massive product 
demand, our company 
is looking for 30-40 
individuals 
to start immediately. 
Starting pay 
$475-$600/week. 

$500 SIGN-ON BONUS 

(per company agreement) 

Advancement 
Opportunities/ Paid 
Vacations 

Production Bonuses 
Call Today, Start Tomorrow 

(802) 777-8093 


CCS 


Shared Living Provider 

CCS is seeking couples or individuals to provide home 
supports lo individuals with developmental disabilities. 
The following positions include a generous tax-free stipend, 
ongoing supports, assistance with necessary home modifi 
cations, respite and a comprehensive training package, 

Support a charming man either in his apartment or your 
accessible home. He enjoys movies, being a part of the 
self-advocacy movement and his job at the airport. The 
ideal candidate will have good communication skills, pa- 
tience. enjoy socializing and going out into the community. 

Open your home to a young gentleman who enjoys adap- 
tive skiing & sailing, listening to music, and being a part 
of a dynamic lifestyle. He has strong family supports and 
a comprehensive team as well as respite and weekday sup- 
ports. Tile ideal provider will have strong interpersonal 
communication and personal care skills. 

Share home supports for a young, vibrant man in his 
Colchester home with another provider. Shifts can be 
worked every other week, on a rotating 3 & 4 day work week 
or another mutually agreed upon work schedule. Tile ideal 
candidates will have experience working with individuals 
with disabilities, be familiar with the positive behavior 
support model, be patient, creative, energetic, and team 
oriented. 

Contact A I Frugoli at 655-0511 x 108 
or afrugoli@ccs-vt.org 
512 Troy Avenue. Suite I 
Colchester, VT 05446 


E.O.E. 


’'-org 


Tri-City Reentry and Transition Coordinator 

The Winooski Community Justice Center is accepting 
applications for the position of Hi-City Reentry and 
Transition Coordinator (TRTC). This position will 
have lead responsibility for the screening of offenders 
proposing to transition through the Hi-City Restorative 
Reentry and Hansition Program. 

This program has been grant funded and has been 
recently launched. Burlington and Essex Offender 
Resource Navigators will work with the TRTC to assist 
clients in accessing a menu of transition services. 

The TRTC will make client referrals to a local NGO 
(NeighborKeepers), which will offer mentoring to 
returning offenders. The TRTC will assist the Winooski 
Community Justice Center in information exchange with 
the Winooski Police Department. 
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Marketing and Sales Specialist 

for New Farms for New Americans project (NFNA) 


NFNA Is AALV’s agriculture pro]. 


enterprise CSA, and cc 
the low income and imr 
with the NFNA F>rograr 


rease participant opportunity, knowledge and 
rketing and sales. The position is full time, ser 
ail for full job description. Position is open unt 


)f direct marketing within 
’ she also woiks closely 
nt program policies, 
nd education, and overall 
ability in the realm of 
»sonal. Please inquire by 


QUALIFICATIONS: 


• Experience working with disa 
•Ability to speak Burmese, Kir 
Turkish, Somali, Swahili, or Vii 
Please send a cover letter, resu 

africans.vermont@gmail.co 


ce/vending experience. 
Jepali, Maay Maay, Russi 


AD 


OFFICE ASSISTANT 

TetraTech ARD (www.ardinc.com) has an immediate opening 
for a part-time Office Assistant at our corporate headquarters 
in Burlington. Mon - Fri, between 1 0:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Act as 
phone backup, distribute mail, dispatch mail and shipments, 
copy and scan documents, distribute faxes, archive incoming 
email, handle routine copier maintenance, order paper, assist 
staff in specialized copying tasks, receive incoming shipments, 
support office inventory of equipment/supplies. 

ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS 

HS diploma or GED, 2+ years' relevant experience. High- 
level proficiency in MS Office and in data entry and db 
management. Strong skills in office business machine 
operations and office management tasks (faxing, filing, 
copying), ability to comfortably manage multiline phone 
system. * U.S. citizenship or a valid U.S. work permit is 
mandatory* 

Apply online at https://careers.ardinc.com/ARDCareers/App/ 
USPostingDetail.aspx?Postingld=84. 

Tetra Tech ARD is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Full-time opening for 

Dental Hygienist 

i a community family group practice. 


Susan at 802-655-81 


JOB OPENINGS: 
licensed Counselor 
•Marriage, Family, 
aspect Life Manager 



JuSmUMhit. 


DIRECTOR OF 

HUMAN 

RESOURCES 


Counseling Service of Addison County Inc. is seeking an 
accomplished Human Resources Director willing to work in a mission 
driven environment Reporting to the CEO, you will play a key role in 
steering this agency through effective human resources management 
in a multi-site environment. This management role encompasses the 
lull suite of HR functions: employee relations, stalling, compensation, 
benefits and payroll, labor relations (union site), training and develop- 
ment, and wellness program, as well as piovide support and proactively 
participate in Health 8, Safety programs/initiatives and provide leader- 
ship and guidance to various levels within the organization. This isa 
hands-on position that will require direct involvement in all areas. This 
position is located in Middleburyi Vermont. Relocation funding is not 
available. Minimum starting salary $59K. 


BA/BS in Business, HR, or related field. Master's degree and PHR/ 
SPHR certification a plus 

• Minimum 5 years of Human Resources experience 

• Experience working in a non-profit environment preferred 

• Strong PC skills: MS Office including Excel and HRIS; 

• Working knowledge of slate and federal labor and employment 
regulations, laws, procedures; compensatbn strategies and corpo- 

• Successful troubleshooting, organizational, project management 
and analytical skills 

' Possess strong negotiation, writing and presentation skills 

■ Exceptionally strong communication, coaching, influencing, 
customer-service and decision-making skills 

• Detail and results oriented 

• Team player 

' Multitask oriented - able to handle multiple projects simultaneously 

• Work well under pressure - able to meet tight deadlines with quality 
results 


V 


Apply to applyQcsac-vt.org or mail your resume, 
salary requirements, and cover letter to: 
CSAC's Department of Human Resources, 89 Main St., 
Middlebury, VT 05443. 1-802-388-6751 ext. 425. 

EOE 


J 


Finished Goods 
Production Manager 

siery Mills Inc. home of the Dam Tough Vermont brand, a pi 
women's socks, seeks a manager with five to 
years proven leadership a 
ice in a manufacturi 
iphasis on organizing and managing 
production teams, production planning and 
quality control. This position, which runs 
the day-to-day operations of the finishing 
departments and will be significantly involved 
with the production of our Dam Tough Vermont line, is a growth opportunity for the 
right person. Reporting to the Plant Manager, the individual must be a dedicated, 
well organized, creative and personable, and not afraid to make decisions and work 
with a diverse manufacturing team in a very fast-paced setting. 

Salary will be commensurate with related manageiial/manufacturing experience. 
Competitive benefit package. Please send resume to Richard Carey, Human 
Resource Manager, Cabot Hosiery Mills Inc., PO Box 307, 
Northfield, VT 05663-0307, or email to rcarey@cabothosiery.com. 
CABOT HOISERY MILLS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



Records Office 
Manager 



Spruce 

Mountain 



CLINICAL 

CASE 

MANAGER 





contact info.) to: 

Application Due Date: January 7, 
2011. No calls, please. 


35-40-Hour Position 


Spruce Mountain Inn is a small, 
nationally known residential 
treatment program in Plainfield, 
Vt. We are seeking a detail- 
oriented person with excellent 

and clinical skills. Function as a 
member of a multidisciplinary 
team and provide intensive 
case-management services to a 
small caseload of young-adult 
clients within the context of a 
highly structured therapeutic 
community. Masters degree and 
experience in case management 
desired. License preferred. 

Send letter of interest and 




Grant Leibersberger, 
Assistant Director 
Spruce Mountain Inn 
PO Box 153 

Plainfield, VT 05667-0153. 

Email: 


Goddard 

College 


Internet Systems 
Developer 

Responsible for maintaining 
our multitenant 
eCommerce platform 
through the entire stack. 
Systems admin of local 
and remote services. 
Required skills: Object- 
oriented programming and 
HTML/CSS/JS. Familiarity 
with nix-based operating 
systems and not afraid of 
the command line. Ability 
to work independently and 
effectively while managing 
and meeting deadlines and 
expectations. Preferred 
but not required: MVC 
frameworks, Ruby and/or 
Rails, PHR Please write for a 
full job description. 

Resolution 

327 Holly Court, Ste. 20 
Williston.VT 05495 
jobs@resodirect.com 


Did You know... 

Northlands Job Corps 
Academy provides youth a 

• $28,000 scholarship 

• High school diploma/ 
GED 

• Driver's license 

• Clothing allotment 

• Weekly Allowance 

• Housing and Meals 

• Job placement 

• $1,200 upon 
graduation 

And that is just the 
beginning! 

All we need is your 
motivation and 
dedication. 

Call Meghan to find out 
more, 802-349-8438. 
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE OF 
BURLINGTON. VT 

JOB OPENINGS 

• Assistant Director of 
Catholic Formation 
•Part-Time 

Administrative Assistant 

• Development Relations 
Specialist 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR DETAILS 
www.vermontcatholic.org 


Vermont Association of Conservation Districts 

Cultural Resource Specialist Assistant 


The New School 
of Montpelier 


VACD seeks a qualified candidate to fill an up to 80% FTE Cultural 
Resource Assistant position. The successful candidate will assist 
the Natural Resource Conservation Service Cultural Resource 
Specialist in reviewing and clearing conservation projects of cultural 
resources concerns in order to expedite implementation throughout 
the State. S/he will also assist with fieldwork including: assembling 
archaeological site survey forms; cataloging and photographing 
artifacts; logging new conservation projects submitted for review; 
and assisting or conducting field investigations and visits as needed. 

Qualifications include: BA in archaeology, anthropology or history, 
working toward graduate degree preferred; field investigation 
experience; demonstrated experience working for archaeological 
consultants or projects; experience with GIS/mapping; competency 
using Word, Excel, Access and MS Office Picture Manager; basic 
photography skills; and ability and willingness to travel throughout 
the state. Position located in Berlin. Salary based upon experience. 
Training, health insurance benefit and mileage reimbursement 
provided. 


is a small independent school 
serving unique children and 
youth. We are recruiting 
Student Supervisors 
to join our diverse staff. 

Student Supervisors: 

Help students develop 
positive relationships, trust, 
and the academic, social 
and communication skills 
necessary to be successful 
in life; support students 
in class, employment and 
community activities; monitor 
students' emotional states 
and implement behavioral 
strategies; and assist students 
with academic work. 

A bachelor's degree or five 
years experience after high 
school preferred. Candidates 

license and reliable vehicle. 


Visit www.vacd.org for detailed job description. 

Send resume, cover letter and three references by January 3, to 


Criminal record checks 
will be conducted for final 
candidates. Submit a resume 
by Jan. 4,2011 to: 


INSTRUJttART 


WE’RE GROWING! 

Instrumart is growing, and we're looking to fill several positions 
with smart, detail-oriented, energetic and friendly people. 

AVAILABLE POSITIONS: 

• Applications Engineer/Technical Sales 

• Customer Support 

• Search Engine Optimization/Marketing Specialist 
REQUIREMENTS: 

• 2+ years' related experience 

• 2- or 4-year college degree 


Instrumart offers competitive salary, health and dental 
insurance, 401 (k) plan, and paid vacation. We were named 
one of the “Best Places to Work in Vermont" in 2009. 
Instrumart is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

No calls, please. If interested, please e-mail your cover letter 
and resume to: hr@instrumart.com. 

Check us out at www.instrumart.com. 



RN CASE MANAGER/MEDICAID WAIVER PROGRAM 

as indicated by patient need; coordinating care plans 
with program staff and Personal Care Attendants. 

COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES 
2 FULL-TIME POSITIONS 

environment and a current Vermont license. § 


VACD, c/o Jeff Farber, 

Technical Programs Manager, 

PO Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601 
or jeff.farber@vacd.org 



The New School 
of Montpelier 
1 1 West Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

ddellinger@9east.net 

EOE 


FULL-TIME PHYSICAL THERAPIST 

Qualifications include a current Vermont Physical Therapy 

All qualified candidates should send resumes to 
ACHHH?P.O. Box 754, Middlebury, VT 05753. 
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CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HEAD START 

FAMILY SERVICES 
COORDINATOR 

Burlington, Vt. 

Senior management team position. Responsibilities include 
development, management and tracking of family partnership 
systems including family goal setting, and support and follow- 
up around community services and resources, partnerships with 
community and state agencies providing services relevant to 
Head Start or its program participants, including services for 
English language learners, child abuse and neglect prevention, 
identification and reporting systems, volunteer and internship 
systems; parent involvement in program and community 
functions and services; and parent education and family literacy 
initiatives. Participation in regional and state-based committee 
work required Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in social 
work, human services or related field, and five to seven years of 
relevant work expenence. 40 hrs/week, full year. Competitive 
salary, health plan and excellent benefits. 

Successful applicants must have excellent verbal and wntten 
communication skills; skills in documentation and record- 
keeping; proficiency in MS Word, email and Internet; exceptional 
organizational skills and attention to detail. Must be energetic, 
positive, mature, professional, diplomatic, and motivated, and 
have a can-do, extra-mile attitude. A commitment to social 
justice and to working with families with limited financial 
resources is necessary Clean driving record and access to 
reliable transportation required Must demonstrate physical 
ability to carry out required tasks. People of color, and from 
diverse cultural groups, especially encouraged to apply EOE. 
Please send resume and cover letter with three work references 
fcy email to pbehnntm@cvoeoMrg No phone calls, please. 


Jay Peak Resort seeks experienced Llfl6 ^^^J^JKfor 

our high volume, fast-paced 

restaurant and bar. Must have at least two years of line cook experience, ability to work a flexible 

schedule, with mandatory work on holidays and weekends. 

This position is available immediately. Interested applicants should 
send cover letter, resume and references to: Human Resources, 

JAY PEAK 

Jay Peak Resort, 4850 VT, Rte. 242, Jay, VT 05859 

V E R 1 M 0 N T 

or by email to jobs ©jaypeakresort.com. eoe 

MOV. up. jaypoakrosort.com 



Counseling Service 

of Addison County, Inc. 

Become a Part of Our Exceptional Team! 

Community Rehabilitation and Treatment Program 

Crisis Support Services Coordinator Seeking Masters level mental health professional with 
strong familiarity in recovery approaches for coping with major mental health conditions, as well 
as excellent leadership, organizational, and teaming skills to coordinate an innovative new project 
designed to create new resources for adults coping with mental health crises in Addison County 
Responsibilities will include coordinating a 1-2 bed crisis support program co-located at a group 
home site, as well as assisting with other crisis support services in collaboration with our Emer- 
gency Team This is a full time benefit eligible position. Applicant must have a clean, valid driver's 
license 

Crisis Support Consultant Seeking Masters level or well experienced mental health professional 
with excellent counseling skills and a strong familiarity with recovery approaches for coping with 
major mental health conditions to participate in an innovative new project offering residential sup- 
port, supportive counseling, and service coordination for adults coping with mental health crises in 
Addison County. 

Responsibilities include assisting with staffing a residential crisis support program as well as some 
offsite crisis service coordination. This is a full time benefit eligible position. Applicant must have a 
clean, valid driver's license. 

Residential Care Providers: Provide direct care to indivuduals with mental illness and share in the 
development of a living environment which challenges and encourages each individual to achieve 
their potential. Good working knowledge of the needs and abilities of the mentally ill is essential 
Associates Degree in appropriate field plus two to four years of relevant experience in working with 
mentally ill; or combination of education and experience from which comparable knowledge and 
skills are acquired Part time hours available 

Adult Outpatient Program 

Emergency Team Clinician: Master's-level Mental Health Professionals with excellent clinical 
skills and crisis experience wanted for a part-time or full-time benefit eligible positions on our agency 
Emergency Team, working one or three week-end shif t(s ) per month, 5 2 hours per shift. This person 
will provide face-to-face and phone intervention to individuals in crisis A concentrated Saturday AM 
through Monday at noon schedule leaves most of your days free Weekend hours are worked from 
home with some call-outs. 

Prior experience providing mental health services in community settings is desirable Licensure pre- 
ferred Strong assessment skills and willingness to collaborate broadly are required 
Applicant must live within 30 minutes of Middlebury. 


For a complete list of Job Opportunities 

visit www.csac-vt.oig. 

trees 89 Main Street Middlbuiy, 


Apply to: CSAC Hi 

VT 05753 apply®,! 


(8021 388-6751 ext 425 





Seven Days supported these 
local community organizations 
and initiatives through event 
sponsorship and subsidized 
advertising in 2010. 

This year, we’re challenging our 
readers and advertisers to 
dig deep and give to local causes 
that keep Vermont healthy, 
connected and entertained. 

| Short on cash? Volunteering 

s your time and talents also counts. 

Already giving? Spread the love 
and recruit a friend to match 
| your generosity. 

SEVEN DAYS 

a sevendaysvt.com 


Burlington Book Festival 

Burlington City Arts 

Burlington Discover Jazz Festival 

Burlington Farmers Market 

Burton Snowboards (Queen City Sessions) 

Cancer Patient Support Program 

Champlain Valley Agency on Aging 

The Committee on Temporary Shelter (COTS) 

Fleming Museum 
FlynnSpace 

Green Mountain Care 

Green Mountain Film Festival 

Howard Center 

Intervale Center 

KidSafe Collaborative 

Lake Champlain Community Sailing Center 

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Laura Kate Winterbottom Memorial Fund 

Mercy Connections 

Mobius the Mentoring Movement 

Outright Vermont 

Pride Vermont 

RU12? Community Center 

United Way of Chittenden County 

Upper Valley Arts 

Vermont Arts Council 

Vermont Brewers Festival 

Vermont Business 8. Industry EXPO 

Vermont Campaign to End Childhood Hunger (Hunger Free Vermont) 

Vermont Foodbank 

Vermont Fresh Network 

Vermont Historical Society 

Vermont International Film Festival 

Way to Go! (commuter challenge) 

Warren Miller Entertainment 


Women's 


Business Program 


GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 



The grilled bread on which the 
burger was served was similarly fresh, 
chewy and, best of all, buttery. The beef, 
from Gaylord Farm, was roughly ground 
in-house. If you don’t like your burger 
a little chunky, this is not the patty for 
you. The beef flavor was strong and sub- 
stantial. I would 
go as far as to say 
... manly. My first 
bite resulted in a 
gush of juice I had 
only experienced 
before when 
chomping 
wagyu. 

Though the 
beef was not from 
Orb Weaver Farm, 
the cheese was — 
the farmstead of- 
fering resembled 
very mild and creamy cheddar. The 
cheese helped balance the out-of-this- 
world maple-cured, house-smoked 
bacon and an assemblage of button 
mushrooms so crisp and salty they 
existed merely as an extension of the 
bacon's awesome power. 

A smattering of greens on top pro- 
vided a refreshing zip, as did a trio of 
sweet, house-pickled gherkins. Fries 
were crisp and came with a container 
of the house ketchup. Not as fruity as 
the ketchups made in-house at other 
local restaurants, this condiment tasted 
mostly of tomato and onion with just a 



hint of spice. I also got some garlicky 
aioli on the side, presented in swirls as if 
it had come out of a tiny pastry bag. 

The housemade bratwurst came 
with sharp, grainy mustard, but I 
preferred to enjoy the well-rounded, 
beer-bolstered taste of the juicy pork 
on its own. The mild 
sauerkraut was also 
delicious and fresh 
tasting. To further 
sweeten the deal, the 
plate was piled with 
grilled roots, includ- 
ing a perfectly round 
potato and a petite 

Though already 
full, I had to give a 
final salute to “beef 
week" in the form of 
dessert. Whenever 
possible, pastry chef Jill Chapman tries 
to integrate the theme ingredient into 
a dessert: During cabbage week, there 
was cabbage-and-cherry strudel with 
Guinness-caraway ice cream. Another 
recent menu included candied tomatoes 
in vanilla syrup with lime ice cream 
and almond tuile. This week, it was rice 
pudding made with beef marrow, sur- 
rounded by ginger-and-anise-marinated 
melon. It was my duty as a food writer 

OK, it looked like brains. All rice pud- 
ding looks like brains. Get over it. Not 
all rice pudding tastes like beef fat. The 
flavor was right out of the barnyard, but 
still sweet and unquestionably a dessert. 
Did I like it? I have no idea. It was inter- 
esting. Either way, I can’t wait to head 
back and try more “Iron Chef ’’-level cre- 
ativity, using exactly what's at its prime 
that week. © 


DURING CABBAGE WEEK. 

THEREWAS CABBAGE- 



OTHER 

SUPERLATIVES 
IN 2010: 

Most happening new foodie 
town: Jeffersonville 

Biggest shock: 

The chef switch at Bluebird Tavern. 

Biggest disappointment: 

The departures of Mark Timms 
and Sean Buchanan from Norma's 
Restaurant at Topnotch and Stowe 
Mountain Lodge, respectively 

Best thing for localvores' wallets: 

The Chubby Muffin. Burlington 



Most surprising closure: 

Bistro Sauce, Shelburne 

Best pizza not served in a 
restaurant: Pizza Papillo at Sam 
Mazza's Farm Market, Bakery and 
Greenhouses, Colchester 

Biggest trend: 

A tie — takeout-only ethnic 
eateries and torched homemade 
marshmallows 

Quickest open and close: 

Annam Restaurant, St. Albans 

Best advertisement for 
a Vermont vacation: 

Team Vermont's dinner at 
the James Beard House in 
New York City 










0 Serving Dinner 
Tuesday-Saturday 4:30-9p.i 
& Brunch on Sunday 9a.m.-2 


■Thg Clovgr tlousg 


SUNG 

IN THE 


PLANET 


; iron seared scallops 


blue point oysters on the half 
roasted fennel mignonette 


smoked lobster bisque 


creamy polenta 

link Indy apples ■ leek 

crispy hickory seitan 


duck confit crepe 
sweet potato 


salmon ravioli 


prime rib 

hoisin bourbon sauce/ 
wasabi creme fraiche 
purple smashed potatoes 


times square cheesecake 
strawberry foam 
balsamic honey syrup 


42 Church Rd„ Colchester, VT 

(across from Holy Cross Church) 

802-860-3631 


15 Center St., Burlington 


dailyplanetl5. 
Reservations onl 


• 862-9647 
' by phone 


Hole Truth 

Two generations of early-rising Rubrights feed a town 


A s I tread through the snow 
to the back-porch entry of 
the Middlebury Bagel & 
Delicatessen, a few faint stars 
dust the heavens above the parking- 
lot lights. Outside, it’s cold and dark. 
But when I swing the door open, it’s 
warm inside the brightly lit room. Two 
generations of Rubrights stand at the 
enormous maple worktable. It’s 4 a.m., 
and another day begins at the baker)'. 

For more than 30 years, the Rubright 
family has been turning out some of the 
best doughnuts in America. I’ve braved 
the cold and the early hour to see how 
they turn flour, sugar and oil into food fit 
for the gods. 

The doughnuts, though, will have to 
wait on the bagels — dozens of them, 
brought out of the enormous walk-in 
fridge where the chunks of dough have 
blossomed overnight. Each chunk gets 
rolled by hand and then boiled, seeded 
and fed into the commercial oven’s 
8-foot maw. There the bagels rotate on 
a sort of mini Ferris wheel until they're 
golden brown and have the perfect 
balance of crunch and chew. 

But enough about bagels. For me, the 
doughnuts are the real show. And this is 
funny, because before 1 started coming 
to this place, I thought of doughnuts as 
hideous greaseballs purchased, along 
with a cup of burnt coffee, only by 
desperate travelers at chain stores along 
the interstate. 

The Rubrights' doughnuts are 
different — made fresh every day from 
scratch, with an eye for quality and agoal 
of perfection. Warm, sweet, delightful, 
toothsome, tender. 

The future doughnuts start out in a 
Hobart mixer taller than I am, with a 
bowl big enough for a giant’s kitchen. 
Sugar, salt, yeast, milk powder and flour 
are scooped and measured; a crate of 
eggs is cracked two hands at a time; 
water is poured into a gallon container. 
In go vanilla, a dash of lemon and a 
towering handful of a special shortening 
that perfects the texture. Then the giant 
dough hook is attached, and the mixer 
takes off on its prescribed rounds. 

The ingredients for cake-style 
doughnuts, including buttermilk and 
nutmeg, go into a smaller, 4-foot- 
tall mixer, which stands beside the 



WHICH STANDS BESIDE 
THE MAMMOTH HOBART 
LIKE A LESSER IDOL 


mammoth Hobart like a lesser idol. This 
batter is first whisked by hand and then 
folded in with a spatula that resembles 
an Aleutian seal scraper. While the 
dough hook whirs through the yeast 
doughnuts, the cake batter goes into the 
“hopper" — a kind of squisher thing that 
plops the batter into the bubbling oil. 
With each spin of the hopper’s crank, 
blobs of batter dive briefly below the 
surface and then bob up like ducks. 

Once these doughnuts come out and 
are drained, daughter Lindsey Rubright, 
28, sorts them with a practiced eye. 
The most perfectly shaped — those 
with the most pronounced circle in the 
center — are left unadorned. The rest 
are alternately tossed in cinnamon sugar, 



rolled in a crunchy topping or sunk into 
a vat of sugar glaze. Baking is a sensuous 
and tactile art. 

The mystical properties that make a 
cake doughnut “ball up” or maintain its 
perfect inner circle have been bakery 
owner Jim Rubright’s constant study. 
They all look perfect to me, but he keeps 
looking for ways to make them even 
better: adjusting the batter, the frying 
temperature, and the way the squisher 




food 


As tray after tray of cake doughnuts 
take their place behind the counter, 
son J.J., 31, hefts the bowl of yeasted 
dough onto a prep surface. The dough 
is wedged and weighed. Some of it goes 
into a machine that quickly divides it 
into 36 equal parts. These are rolled 
into circles for jelly and Boston cream 
doughnuts. The remaining dough is 
rolled out and cookie-cuttered into 
the pastry’s perennial meditation 
on eternity, one perfect circle inside 
another. Any scraps, and all those little 
holes, are remixed with apple and 


cinnamon into apple fritters. There is 

Like the scent of warm doughnuts, 
the proprietors of Middlebury Bagel 
& Deli are welcoming. On any given 
morning, folks of all ages and from 
all walks of life are likely to stop in — 
college professors, tradespeople, office 
workers, farmers, moms and dads with 
babies, schoolchildren, retirees, high 
school football coaches, and, yes, police 
officers. And the service is the epitome 
of “friendly.” 

That same attitude appears to 
propel a seamless operation behind 
the scenes. Good management breeds 
loyalty, and much the same crew has 
worked here for years. Tellingly, there 
is no single dishwasher. “Dad’s never 
believed in sticking somebody at the 
sink for hours," explains J.J. “We all 

Indeed they do. A typical morning’s 
five hours of intense production look 
effortless. Everyone cycles through 
almost every job, wordlessly doing what 
needs to be done and then moving on to 
the next task. 

“There’s nothing more satisfying 
than hard work,” declares Jim Rubright, 
whose drive and dexterity make him 
look about half of his 61 years. “It’s that 
simple. You want to serve a purpose 


every day, so [you] work really hard and 
get things accomplished.” 

Jim and his wife, Cathy, started this 
place in 1979, workingseven days a week, 
12 to 18 hours a day. All of the family’s 
five children grew up in the kitchen. “I 
was the doughnut guy all through high 
school," says oldest brother Brett, 39, 
now a housepainter, who’s dropped by 
the kitchen for an early-morning snack 
and chat. 

“When we were kids, our job was 
breaking the eggs,” says J.J. “I loved 
being up that early, Dad driving over 
the speed 
limit while it’s 
still all dark 
outside.” 

Lindsey, 
the Rubright’s 
youngest and 
only daughter, 
remembers 
coming in as 
a preschooler 
and falling 
asleep on the 
flour sacks. 

While they 
work and talk, 
racks of yeast 
doughnuts 
proof up in 
the gray metal 
warming cabinet. Once ready, they go 
into the fryer and plump out almost 
immediately, leaving the desirable, 
cream-colored line around the middle 
that shows they’re texture perfect. 
Watching the doughnuts in the fryer, 
turning them at just the right moment, 
is an art. The big round circles will get 
injected with custard filling, frosted 
with chocolate or stuffed with jelly. 

Anthropologist Paul Mullins writes 
in Glazed America: A History of the 
Doughnut, that humans have been 
making fried-dough products since 
they began to grow wheat in the early 
Neolithic period. Across continents, 
one civilization after another has 
served up its own variant. But the 
glorious and humble doughnut is 
emblematically American. And here at 
the Middlebury Bagel & Delicatessen 
— which closes only for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Easter and New Year's — 
the Rubright family keeps figuring out 
new ways to make their own sweet 
stuff even better. O 






JOIN US FOR A 
VERY SPECIAL 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 
CHEF'S TASTING MENU 

CarolinesVT.com 
Reservations Appreciated 
802-899-2223 
30 Vermont Route 15, Jericho 


CELEBRATE 

New Year’s Eve 


\ 


ffl 


es 5-course 

i pre-fixe menu $65 \ 

I Choices on each course \ 
Various seatings 5:30-9:00 p.m. 
Call for more information and to 
make reservations 


5571 RT.7, NORTH FERRI5BURGH, 


877-6516 

VW.STARRYNIGHTCAFB.COM 
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he person, be it gentleman or lady, 

I who has not pleasure in a good 
I novel, must be intolerably stupid," 
penned Jane Austen in Northanger Abbey. 
The Jane Austen Weekend at the Governor’s 
House doesn't draw quite so harsh a line, 
but its literary amusements are certainly 
geared toward bibliophiles — particularly 
those devoted to the works of this Regency 
Era novelist. Austen addicts spending time at 
the Victorian-style mansion are encouraged 
to "dress in whichever century suits" them, 
according to the event website, for Friday's 
informal group talk and Saturday's proper 
afternoon tea and dinner book discussion. The 
weekend's focus is on Sense and Sensibility; 
a Jane Austen quiz — "It's very hard," 
emphasizes innkeeper and organizer Suzanne 
Boden — over brunch on Sunday tests 
bookworms' 
familiarity. 

Top it off with 
sleigh rides, 
needlework and 
other period 
diversions. 


JAN.7C8 1 THEATER Racing Along 


New York playwright Young Jean Lee is always up for a challenge. In fact, “when 
starting a play, I ask myself, What's the last play in the world I would ever want 
to write?” she explains in her artistic statement. “Then I force myself to write 
it.” That’s the short version of how the Korean American writer, named one of 


THE SHIPMENT' 

Friday. January 7, and Saturday January 
8. 8 p.m.. at Moore Theater. Hopkins 
Center. Dartmouth College. In Hanover. 


UNSETTLING STEREOTYPES: 
HUMOR AND CULTURAL IMAGES 
OF BLACK AMERICA' 



25 artists who will shape American 
theater in the next 25 years by American 
Theatre, created The Shipment, a 
stinging comedy about race. Indeed, 
through gutsy vignettes including 
an eclectic array of song and dance, 
“cultural images of black America are 
tweaked, pulled and twisted like Silly 
Putty,” writes the New York Times, 
forcing audience members to review 
their own notions of race. 




Snow Day 


JAN.8E9 1 OUTDOORS! 



Cabin fever already ? Fairlee holds the cure. With the hustle and bustle of 
snow-centric activities at Lake Morey Winter Weekend, cheeks are sure 
to take on a rosy hue. Saturday dawns with Lake Morey Resort’s eighth 
annual Skate-a-Thon, where folks lace up to slide along the longest groomed 
ice-skating trail in the country — a 4.5-mile loop around the lake itself. 

Skaters earn raffle tickets per lap at this fundraiser for the Upper Valley Trails 
Alliance. Meanwhile, outdoorsy types 
chill out at Hulbert Outdoor Center’s 
Winter Skills Day, packed with in-depth 
workshops about winter camping, 
building toboggans, ice fishing and more. 

Sunday's annual WinterFest continues 
to celebrate the season through family- 
oriented activities including snowshoe 
hikes, sledding, igloo building and a snow 
castle. So, go play outside. 








calendar 





per button; S40 family pass; free for children 3 
and under. Info. 238-6888. 

FIRST NIGHT ST. JOHNSBURY: Fireworks, a 
fair and live music top off this arts-centered 
evening. See rirstnightstj.com for a complete 

Johnsbury, 4-midnight. $10-15; free forchildre 

MOUNTAIN FIREWORKS AND TORCHLIGHT 
PARADE: Revelers ooh and ahh over a lights 
show starting from Spruce Peak. Stowe 
Mountain Resort, 7 p.m. Info, 253-3000. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE BALL: Singles and couples 
gather for a buffet and dance-floor twirling 
followed by a countdown to midnight Emerald 
Ballroom, Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center, 
South Burlington, buffet dinner, 7-8 p.m.; danc- 
ing. 8 p.m. -12:30 a.m. $30-53.25. Info, 598-6757. 
NEW YEAR'S EVE CONTRA DANCE: Cuckoo^ 

Nest serenade an evening of festive danc- 
ing ending with midnight singing. Tracy Hall, 
Norwich, 8 p.m. $15; half price for folks under 
16 and over 60; bring finger food to share. Info, 

NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER: Folks in festive 

dancing to tunes by the Funk Collection and 
a champagne toast at the stroke of mid- 

Restaurant, Warren. 6-midnight. $25-75 plus tax 

NEW YEAR'S EVE AT BURKE MOUNTAIN: Feast 
your way into the evening at the Tamarack Grill, 

by the Pat Foley Band. Sherburne Base Lodge, 
Burke Mountain. East Burke. 4 p.m., sledding 
hill is open 5-8 p.m. $40 includes dinner and 
dance: $15 for dance only. Info, 626-7300, info® 


food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29, 

holidays 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: See WED.29, 10 








BURLINGTON ENSEMBLE BENEFIT CONCERT: 

Dvorak and Brahms melodies fill a performance 
supporting youth mentoring programs in 
Chittenden County. Ninety percent of proceeds 
will be donated. College Street Congregational 
Church, Burlington, 7:30 p.m. $5 minimum sug- 
gested donation. Info, 658-1888. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN MAHLER FESTIVAL: Nearly 

Beethoven's grand orchestral work. Symphony 
no. 9. Proceeds benefit the Visiting Nurse 
Association of Chittenden and Grand Isle 
Counties. Elley-Long Music Center, St. Michael's 
College, Colchester. 3 p.m. $20-25. Info, 

RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP: Musicians pro- 
duce early folk and baroque melodies. Presto 
Music Store, South Burlington, 2-4 p.m. Free. 
Info, 658-0030, lnfo®prestomusic.net. 

RIPTON COMMUNITY COFFEEHOUSE: They 
Might Be Gypsies revive 1930s Gypsy-jazz 
in the tradition of Django Reinhardt. Ripton 
Community House. Ripton, 7:30 p.m. $3-9. Info. 


AN EVENING WITH JAMES TAYLOR: The 

Grammy winner highlights an intimate, one- 



GREEN MOUNTAIN YOUTH SYMPHONY SENIOR 
ORCHESTRA: Robert Blais directs this high-cal- 



outdoors 


outdoors 

THE NATURE OF DECEMBER’: See WED.29, 






THE NATURE OF DECEMBER’: See WED.29, 
theater 

THE WIZARD OF OZ': See WED.29. 2 p.m. 




: LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


words 

STORY TIME: See THU.30, 11 a.m. 

SUN. 02 

FRENCH-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: 

Novice and fluent French speakers brush up 
on their linguistics — en frangais. Fletcher 
Free Library, Burlington, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
865-7211. 

film 

■CONVICTION’: See SAT.01, 1:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

■MESRINE: PUBLIC ENEMY #V: See SAT.01, 1:30 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29, 

health & fitness 
OPEN MEDITATION CLASSES: Harness your 
emotions and cultivate inner peace through 
the Tibetan Buddhist tradition. Laughing River 
Yoga. Burlington. 1-3 p.m. $5-25 suggested 
donation. Info. 584-0452, vermont@rsl-ne.com. 

holidays 

CHRISTMAS ATTHE FARM: See WED.29.10 

READ TO A DOG: See SAT.01. 1-2 p.m. 

outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See WED.29. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

theater 

AUDITIONS FOR 'COMPANY': Stowe Theatre 
Guild seeksl4 performers for its production of 
the Stephen Sondheim musical. Call to sched- 
ule an audition time. Town Hall Theatre. Akeley 
Memorial Building, Stowe, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 

THE WIZARD OF 0 T: See WED.29. 2 p.m. & 

words 

POETRY OPEN MIC: Scribes speak in stanzas of 
their own creation. The Block Gallery, Winooski, 
1-3 p.m. Free, Info, 373-5150. 


MON. 03 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 
BURLINGTON: Healthy humans part with 
life-sustaining pints during National Volunteer 
Blood Donor Month. Fletcher Allen Health Care. 
Burlington, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info, 658-6400. 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 8L00D DRIVE: ST. 
ALBANS: See above listing. Holy Angels Church, 
St. Albans. noon-5:30 p.m. Free. Info, 658-6400. 

film 

'CONVICTION': See SAT.01, 7 p.m. 

'MESRINE: PUBLIC ENEMY #1': See SAT.01, 

7 p.m. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29. 

health & fitness 

STRONG LIVING EXERCISE: See THU.30, 8 a.m. 


INFANT STORY HOUR: Kiddos up to age 2 

absorb spoken-word yams. Aldrich Public 

Library. Barre. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 476-7550. 

aldrichiibrary@charter.neL 

LEARN TO KNIT: All materials are supplied for 

this stitching circle with Joan Kahn. Kellogg- 

Hubbard Library, Montpelier, 4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 

STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 
5 expand their imaginations through storytell- 
ing songs and rhymes. Fletcher Free Library, 
Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 
SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 
squeeze in quality time over Imaginative play 
and snacks. Mary Babcock Elementary School, 
Swanton, 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 
TEEN ADVISORY BOARD: Middle and high 
schoolers help librarians plan cool programs 
and choose new books to order for the stacks. 
Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 4-5 p.m. Free. 
Inro, 863-3403. 

LEARN TO SKI & RIDE' WEEK: Skiing and snow- 
boarding newbies take advantage of free les- 
sons. trail passes and equipment Preregister. 
Bolton Valley Resort 9 a.m. Free to first-timers. 
Info, 877-926-5866. 

words 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 

Budding wordsmiths improve their craft 
through "homework" assignments, creative 
exercises and sharing. Ilsley Public Library. 
Middlebury, 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info, 388-2926, 
cpotter935@comcast.net. 

SHAPE & SHARE LIFE STORIES: Prompts trig- 
ger true tales, which are crafted into compel- 
ling narratives and read aloud. Dorothy Ailing 
Memorial Library, Williston, 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Info, 878-4918. 


TUE.04 

business 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION SERIES: A local 
expert helps small-biz owners design their 
business model. Office Squared, Burlington, 
5:30-7 p.m. Free. Info, 951-6762. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 
MONTPELIER: See M0N.03, Union Mutual of 
Vermont, Montpelier, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: ST. 
ALBANS: See M0N.03, Northwestern Medical 
Center, SL Albans. 11 a,m.-4 p.m. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: 
Anglophones offer chatty practice to nonnative 
learners of their mother tongue. Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington, 5-6 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 
PAUSE CAFE: French speakers of all levels 
converse en Frangais. Borders Books & Music, 
Burlington, 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 864-508B. 
'SPEND SMART: Vermonters learn savvy 
skills for stretching bucks and managing 
money. Preregister. Champlain Valley Office 
of Economic Opportunity. Burlington. 6-8 p.m. 
Free. Info. 860-1417, ext 104. 

film 

'CONVICTION': See SAT.01, 7 p.m. 

'MESRINE: PUBLIC ENEMY #1': See SAT.01, 

7 p.m. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29, 

2 p.m. 


health & fitness 
LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so funny? Giggles 
burst out as gentle aerobic exercise and yogic 
breathing meet unconditional laughter to 
enhance physical, emotional, and spiritual 
health and well-being. Miller Community and 
Recreation Center, Burlington, 9-10 a.m. Free. 
Info, 355-5129. 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friend- 
ships over stories, songs and crafts. Alburgh 
Elementary School, 12:15-1 p.m. Free. Info, 

CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR: Two- to 5-year-oids 
tune in for audible prose. Aldrich Public Library, 
Barre, 10:30 a,m. Free, Info, 476-7550, aldrich 
library@charter.net 

CRAFTACULAR TUESDAYS: Creative kids 
get caught up in low-tech projects. Kellogg- 
Hubbard Library, Montpelier, 3:30-5 p.m. Free. 
Info, 223-3338. 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists engage their 
imaginations with recycled crafts. Kids under 
10 must be accompanied by an adult. Fletcher 
Free Library, Burlington, 3-5 p.m. Free. Info, 
865-7216. 

FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Songs, tales and crafts 
captivate kiddos. Fairfax Community Library. 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

KIDS' STORY HOUR: Literature hounds show 
up for tall tales. East Barre Branch Library, kids 
under 3 meet at 10 a.m.| ages 3 to 5 meet at 
10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 476-5118. 

MUSIC WITH ROBERT: The host of a weekly 
folk- and world-music show on VPR explores 
tunes with music lovers of all ages. Fletcher 
Free Library. Burlington, 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
865-7216. 

OPEN COMPUTER TIME: Teens play games and 
browse the web on library laptops. Fletcher 
Free Library. Burlington, 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
863-3403. 

PRESCHOOL DISCOVERY PROGRAM: Nature 
lovers ages 3 to 5 learn about how our feath- 
ered friends ride out the winter. North Branch 
Nature Center, Montpelier, 10-11:30 a.m. $5. 

Info. 229-6206. 

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Three- to 5-year- 
olds savor stories, songs, crafts and company. 
Carpenter-Carse Library, Hinesburg, 11 a.m.- 
noon. Free. Info, 482-2878. 

SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP: Free play, crafting 
and snacks entertain children and their grown- 
up companions. South Hero Congregational 
Church. 10-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: Creative activities 
and storytelling engage the mind. St, Luke's 
Church. St. Albans, 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 

TODDLER STORY TIME: Tots 3 and under 
discover the wonder of words. Carpenter-Carse 
Library. Hinesburg, 9-9:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
482-2878. 

LEARN TO SKI & RIDE' WEEK: See M0N.03, 

ROLF KIELMAN: The Hinesburg resident and ar- 
chitect recaps his travels through Tanzania and 
northern Mozambique. Carpenter-Carse Library, 
Hinesburg, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 482-2878. 

theater 

BRANDON TOWN PLAYER AUDITIONS: A 

community theater prepares for its upcoming 
"Celebrating the ‘40s" program by holding try- 
outs for a radio play of The Thin Man. Brandon 
Congregational Church, 6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 


773-0511 or 247-5420, denniswmarden® 
THE WIZARD OF OZ': See WED.29. 7:30 p.m. 


WED. 05 

environment 
RENEWABLE ENERGY WORKSHOP: Colin 
Sorenson from Local Energy details how 
homeowners can harness solar-electric, solar- 
thermal and wind power. Preregister. Hunger 
Mountain Co-op. Montpelier, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 223-B004. ext. 202, info@hunger 


AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 
BURUNGTON:See M0N.03, GE Healthcare 
Building, South Burlington, 8 a.m.-noon. 
CHITTENDEN COUNTY PHILATELIC CLUB: 
Stamp collectors of all levels of interest and 
experience swap sticky squares, and stories 
about them. GE Healthcare Building, South 
Burlington, 6:15 p.m. Free. Info, 660-4817, 
laineyrapp@yahoo.com. 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASS: 
Speakers with a different native tongue make 
progress. Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 7-9 
p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 

GERMAN-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: 
Anglophones practice foreign-language con- 
versation with native speakers of Deutsch. and 
vice versa. Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 7-9 
p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 

JAPANESE-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: 
Folks swap sentences in a distant dialect at 
this language exchange. Fletcher Free Library, 
Burlington, 6-7 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 
PLAUOERABEND': Conversationalists with a 
basic knowledge of the German language put 
their skills to use over dinner. Zen Gardens, 
South Burlington, 6 p.m. Free; cost of food. Info, 
862-1677 or 863-5036. 

film 

BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S': Audrey Hepburn 
plays iconic big dreamer Holly Golightly in 
this 1961 film adaptation of Truman Capote's 
novella. Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins Center. 
Dartmouth College. Hanover. N.H. 7 p.m. $5-7. 
Info. 603-646-2422. 

'CONVICTION': See SAT.01. 1:30 p.m.. 4 p.m., 

‘MESRINE: PUBLIC ENEMY #T: See SAT.01, 1:30 
p.m,4p.m,7p.m. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29, 

2 p.m. 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: Children and their 
adult caregivers immerse themselves in 
singing activities and more. American Legion, 
Enosburg Falls, 9-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 
FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: Multicultural stories 
and activities accent child's play. Health Room, 
Bellows Free Academy. Fairfax, 10-11 a.m. Free. 
Info, 527-5426. 

HIGH SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: Bookworms crack 
open the tomes they like to read. Fletcher 
Free Library, Burlington, 5-6 p.m. Free. Info, 
865-7216, 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners soak 
up classic fairy tales. Highgate Public Library. 
10-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 


calendar 


THU. 06 


MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: Young people 
discuss their current reads, Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington, 4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

MONTGOMERY STORY HOUR: See WED.Z9. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Young 
ones jam out to rock-and-roll and world-beat 
tunes. Recommended for ages 2 to 5. but all are 
welcome. Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, 11 
a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

PRESCHOOL DISCOVERY PROGRAM: See 
TUE.04, 10-11:30 a.m. 


talks 

ANNELISE ORLECK: Nearly a century after the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, the author 
of Common Sense and a Little Fire looks into 
its lasting impact on workplace safety laws. 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier, 7 p.m. 
Free. Info, 223-3338, info@vermont 
humanities.org. 

BARBARA WILL: A Dartmouth College profes- 
sor explores F. Scott Fitzgerald'S study of the 
American Dream in 7he Great Gatsby — and 
how that dream eluded the 20th-century writer. 
Ilsley Public Library. Middlebury.7 p.m. Free. 


DAVID SCHUTZ: The Vermont state curator 
explores the architectural, cultural and political 
significance of the Statehouse. St. Johnsbury 
Athenaeum, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 748-8291. ext 301. 
MARJORIE RYERSON: In The Intimate 
Privilege of Being With the Dying," the author of 
Companions For the Passage shares collected 
stories. Goodrich Memorial Library. Newport, 7 
p.m. Free. Info, 334-7902. 

ROLF DIAMANT: In "From Rutland to Baton 
Rouge and Back: How the Civil War Forever 
Changed Vermont," the national park superin- 
tendent and writer emphasizes the importance 
of public memory of the war. Rutland Free 
Library, 7 p.m. Free. Info, 773-1860. 

SUSAN WATSON: The Middlebury professor 
looks at the foundation of modern physics, 
laid down by Albert Einstein at the age of 
26. Norwich Public Library, 7 p.m. Free. Info, 
649-1184. 

WODEN TEACHOUT: Paintings, photographs 
and literature illustrate the author and histo- 
rian’s lecture on "Imagining America." Fletcher 
Free Library, Burlington, 7 p.m. Free. Info, 
865-7211. 

theater 

BRANDON TOWN PLAYER AUDITIONS: See 

TUE.04, 6:30 p.m. 

THE MET: LI VE IN HD: PALACE 9: Roberto 
Alagna stars in a broadcast of Verdi's quintes- 
sential opera, Don Carlo. Palace Cinema 9, South 
Burlington, 6:30 p.m. $20-24. Info, 660-9300. 
THE WIZARD OF OT: See WED.29. 7:30 p.m. 


CHESS CLUB: Checkmatel Board-game players 
try to attack the king with sly strategies. Faith 
United Methodist Church, South Burlington, 7 
p.m. $2-3. Info, 363-5803. 

SPEND SMART: Vermonters learn savvy skills 
for stretching bucks and managing money. 
Preregister. 279 North Winooski Ave, Burlington. 
10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 860-1417, ext. 104. 

film 

'CONVICTION': See SAT.01, 7 p.m. 

MESRINE: PUBLIC ENEMY Ml See SAT.01. 

STRANGER THAN PARADISE': A New York 
hipster is paid a visit by his Hungarian cousin in 
Jim Jarmusch's 1984 minimalist masterpiece. 
Loew Auditorium, Hopkins Center, Dartmouth 
College, Hanover, N.H.7 p.m. $5-7. Info, 
603-646-2422. 


LEARN TO SKI & RIDE' WEEK: See M0N.03, 


BROWN BAG SERIES 2011: Fletcher Allen Health 
Care's Evie Smith gives an overview of statewide 
resources to help smokers start the year sans 
cigarettes. Milton Family Practice. Milton, 5-6 


2 p.m. 

health & fitness 
DR. STEPHEN BRANDON: The speaker gives the 
skinny on natural weight loss, introducing a 
revolutionary approach to improved me- 
tabolism. Preregister. Hunger Mountain Co-op, 
Montpelier, 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 223-B004. ext. 
202, info@hungermountain.com. 

STRONG LIVING EXERCISE: See THU.30. 8 a.m. 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships 
over stories, songs and crafts. Alburgh Family 
Center, 9-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 
of the open gym before snack 
time. Fletcher Elementary 
School, Cambridge, 

Info. 527-5426. 

FRANKLIN STORY 


'UNSETTLING STEREOTYPES: HUMOR AND 
CULTURAL IMAGES OF BLACK AMERICA': 

Playwright Young Jean Lee and Dartmouth 
College faculty and students begin a roundtable 
discussion about race, pop culture and the role 
of humor in stereotypes. See calendar spot- 
light. Room 041, Haldeman Center. Dartmouth 
College, Hanover, N.H. 4:30 p.m. Free, Info, 
603-646-2010. 

theater 

BRANDON TOWN PLAYER AUDITIONS: See 

TUE.04. South Station Restaurant, Rutland, 

THE WIZARD OF OZ': See WED.29. 7:30 p.m. 

words 

STORY TIME: See THU.30, 11 a.m. 

WORD PLAY SERIES: Susan Thomas, Richard 
Jackson and Deborah Brown celebrate the 
poems of Giovanni Pascoli in a reading. Kellogg- 
Hubbard Library. Montpelier. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 223-3338. 


to complement Spanish and Portuguese wines. 
Red Clover Inn & Restaurant, Killington, 6:30 
p.m. $75 plus tax and tip. Info, 775-2290, 
innkeepers@redcloverinn.com. 

COMICS CLUB: Doodlers, writers and read- 
ers alike have fun with the funnies. Kellogg- 
Hubbard Library. Montpelier, 3:30-5 p.m. Free. 


FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 
themselves with creative activities and snack 
time. Bent Northrop Memorial Library, Fairfield. 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 
MONTGOMERY TUMBLE TIME: Budding gym- 
nasts burn off energy. Montgomery Elementary 
School, 10-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

SUCCESS BY SIX PLAYGROUP & STORYTIME: 
Stories, activities and snacks amuse young- 
sters. Bent Northrop Memorial Library, Fairfield, 
9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info, 827-3945, bentorthrop® 

S WANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 
squeeze in quality time over imaginative play 
and snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Swanton, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 



with lyrics. 

Haston Library. 

Franklin, 10-10:45 

527-5426. 

GEORGIA PLAYGROUP: 

Provided snacks offer an 
intermission to free play. Georgia 
Youth Center, 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 
KIDS' STORY TIME: Snacks and activities chase 
an hour of tales. LACE, Barre, 3:30-4:30 pjn. 
Free. Info, 476-4276. 

OPEN COMPUTER TIME: See TUE.04, 3- 
4:30 p.m. 

PJ STORY TIME: Little kids rock nightgowns 
and flannels as special guests read from books. 
Fairfax Community Library, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free, 
Into, 527-5426. 

music 


FRI.07 

dance 

ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin 
up! With or without partners, dancers of all abil- 
ities strut to bandoneon riffs in a seif-guided 
practice session. Salsalina Studio, Burlington, 
7:30-10 p.m. $5. Info, 598-1077. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE PARTY: Those keen 
on Jane Austen's favorite pastime make rural 
rounds to music by the Flying Romanos. 
Dances are taught; festive attire en- 
couraged. Elley-Long Music Center, 
St. Michael's College. Colchester, 
7:30-10:30 p.m. $7-12; bring 
finger food to share. Info, 
899-2378. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVE: WILLISTON: See 

MON.03. DEW Construction. 

\ Williston, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVE: WOODSTOCK: See M0N.03, 
Woodstock Union High School. 12:30- 
5:30 p.m. Free. 

DRUM & DANCE: Feel the rhythm and keep the 
beat at a percussion lesson for all skill levels, 
Shelburne Town Hall, drum practice from 6:30-7 
p.m.; drum and dance from 7-9:30 p.m, $3-5. 
Info. 862-5017, jaswmbrown@gmall.com. 
TERTULIA LATINA: See FRI.31. 5:30-7 p.m. 
film 

THE SOCIAL NETWORK': Part programming wiz. 
part geek Mark Zuckerberg launches Facebook 
in the wake of a breakup in this story of the so- 
cial-networking empire. Spaulding Auditorium. 
Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College, Hanover, 
N.H. 7 p.m. $5-7. Info, 603-646-2422. 


food & drink 


CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29, 


KEITH LOCKHART: The Boston Pops conductor 
dives into a discussion of Puccini in anticipation 
of the upcoming Metropolitan Opera broadcast 
of La Fanciulla del West. Proceeds benefit the 
Foundation for Alcoholism Research. Town Hall 
Theater, Middlebury, 7:30 p.m, $125 for talk and 
reception: $35 for talk only. Info, 382-9222. 

theater 


Dartmouth College, He 
Info, 603-646-2422. 

THE WIZARD OF OZ': See WED.29, 7:30 p.m. 

words 

JANE AUSTEN WEEKEND: Dainty sandwiches, 
afternoon teas and novel conversations 
grace a literary retreat focused on Sense and 
Sensibility. See calendar spotlight. Preregister. 
Governor's House, Hyde Park, January 7-9. 
$14-35 for various activities; $235-295 includes 


SAT.08 


I J BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile 


dance 

GUEST ARTIST WORKSHOP SERIES: In "The 
Mechanics of Big Dancing," Tiffany Rhynard 
teaches intermediate and advanced dancers to 
follow momentum and strengthen their cores. 
Preregister. Contemporary Dance & Fitness 
Studio, Montpelier, 10 a.m.-l p.m, $24. Info, 
229-4676. 

NORWICH CONTRA DANCE: Northern Spy 
serenade soft-soled dancers moving under the 
direction of caller David Millstone. Tracy Hall. 
Norwich, 8 p.m. $8; free for under 16; donations 
accepted for seniors. Info. 785-4607. rbarrows® 



DANCER? 








calendar 



OPEN DAILY IN DOWNTOWN BRISTOL, 
ON THE SUNNYSIDE OF THE STREET! 


18 MAIN ST. BRISTOL • (802) 453-7202 ■ MON-SAT 10 - 6 SUN 11-3 


fcmerdlArose t-voutA Ctke to thunk utt 
of our customers dnA iv'ish everyone d 
very fiApfoy neiv year! 


_ VERMONT FANCY FELINES’ & ALOTJETTE CAT CLUB 

| CAT SHOW 

J SHERATON CONFERENCE CENTER 

870 Williston Road (1-89 Exit 14W), Burlington 

JANUARY 8th & 9th • 10am-4pm 

225 CATS - MANY DIFFERENT BREEDS! 

people food available, handicap accessible Admission $6 adults. $4 senioi 
& children 6-12, FREE 5 & under 

rade of Breeds 11am & 2pm both days Gel a closer look at your favorite b 

or Showmanship Judging: Both Days 12pm Household Pet entires accepted unti 

Benefit Auction 

Saturday Night - Sheraton Conference Center, Diamond Ballroom, 7: 30 p.n 
Proceeds will be donated to a local shelter - Visa/MC accepted. 
Public Welcome! - Coffee, Dessert, Cash Bar - Fun for the whole family! 


words 

BOOK DISCUSSION: MEMORABLE MEMOIRS': 

Readers hone In on a significant moment In 

Varnum Memorial Library. Jeffersonville, 3 p.m. 
Free. Info. 644-6632. 

JANE AUSTEN WEEKEND: See FRI.07. 

STORY TIME: See THU.30, 11 a.m. 

SUN. 09 


theater 

THE MET: UVE IN HD: SPAULDING 
AUDITORIUM: See SAT.08, Spaulding 



THE MET: LIVE IN HD: TOWN HALL THEATER: 


THE WIZARD OF 0Zt See WED.29. 2 p.m. 
words 

JANE AUSTEN WEEKEND: See FRI.07. 
POETRY OPEN MIC: See SUN.02, 1-3 p.m. 



MON. 10 


AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: BARRE: 



food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29. 


health & fitness 

STRONG LIVING EXERCISE: See THU.30, 8 a.m. 

STORIES WITH MEGAN: See M0N.03, 11-11:30 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP: See M0N.03, 

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD: See M0N.03. 4-5 p.m. 



g) WORK BOOTS 


SadatiS } utility 


AVAILABLE ONLY AT 






outdoors 

LAKE MOREY WINTER WEEKEND: See SAT.08, 

LEARN TO SKI & RIDE' WEEK: See M0N.03, 

SKI & SNOWBOARD SWAP: See SAT.OB.ll a.m.- 


IY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 


TUE.ll 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 
HINESBURG: See M0N.03, St. Jude Catholic 
Church, Hinesburg, 12:30-6 p.m. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 
MIDDLEBURY: See M0N.03. American Legion 
Post 27, Middlebury. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

’SPEND SMART: See TUE.04, 6-8 p.m. 
’SUPPLEMENTING SOCIAL SECURITY’: Glenda 
Otto leads a brainstorming session focusing on 
creative working ventures to generate income 

preregister. Hunger^Mountain To-op, Montpelier, 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.29. 

2 p.m. 

health & fitness 

LAUGHTER YOGA: See TUE.04. 9-10 a.m. 


CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR: ’ 

CRAFTACULAR TUESDAYS: ! 

3:30-5 pjn. 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: See T 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: See 











r 

Ho-ho- 

hiring? 



Advertise your job openings with us 
throughout the holidays and into 2011! 

Contact me at michelle@sevendaysvt.com 

or sevendaysvt.com/postmyjob. 

I’ll post your open positions at classifieds.sevendaysvt.com 
and tweet it @SevenDaysJobs. Your ad will also appear in 
Seuen Days on January 12. 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


nobs 


connecting companies + candidates — 24/7. 


J 




: CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YDUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT VOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


body 


ART CLASSES IN HINESBURG AT 

12, Hlnesburg. Info: 802-482- 

Water Soluble Oils, Print Making 
Calligraphy, Solar Etching, 

where you eat well! Thai Cuisine, 




ayurveda 

AYURVEDIC CLEANSE & 
REJUVENATION SERIES: Jan. 
11-25. 5:30-7 p jn.. Weekly on 
Tue. Cost: Sl20/series. Location: 

Therapy. 364 Dorset St.. Suite 
658-9440. vtcytcom. Restore 


BODY & MIND CLASSES IN 
HINESBURG AT CVU: 200 

all ages. Location: CVU High 
Hlnesburg. Info: 802-482-7194. 

Salsa, Hip Hop. Jazzercise, 

Keyboard, SongBasket: Karen 


burlington city 
arts 




bodywork 


EXPLORATION IN MOVEMENT 

CEUs (S225 if paid by Dec. 18: 

Dianne Swafford. 802-734-1121, 






RED MEAT 


bers. S202.50/BCA members. 
Clay sold separately @ $20/25 

Location: BCA Clay Studio. 250 


CLAY: HAND BUILDING: Ft 

2-Mar. 23. 6-8:30 p.m, 
on Wed. Ct 


sold separately at $20/25 lb. 

Location: BCA Clay Studio, 250 
Main St.. Burlington. Gain a 




CLAY: INTERMEDIATE/ 
ADVANCED WHEEL THROWING: 

Jan. 27-Mar. 17. 9-11:30 a.m. 
Cost: $250/nonmembers. $225/ 

rately at $20/25 lb. bag. Glazes 
Studio. 250 Main SL, Burlington. 


DESIGN: ADOBE INDESIGN: 

Jan. 24-Mar. 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m._ 

nonmembers. S166.50/BCA 
Center's Digital Media Lab, 

DROP IN: LIFE DRAWING FOR 
ADULTS (16-*-): Mon., Jan. 10- 
May 23 (no class Jan. 17, Feb. 
21). 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost $8/ 

DROP IN: POLLYWOG 
PRESCHOOL: Jan. 13-May. 26. 
9:30-11:30 a.m., Weekly on 




ative and social. Participants 

DROP-IN: FRI. NIGHT FAMILY 
CLAY: Jan. 14-May. 27. 5:30-7:30 
p.m„ Weekly on FrL Cost: $6/ 

Location: BCA Clay Studio, 250 

classes. $25 for BCA members 

DROP-IN: FRI. NIGHT TEEN 
CLAY: Jan. 14-May. 27. 7:30-9:30 
p.m., Weekly on Fri. Cost: $6/ 

Location: BCA Clay Studio, 250 

BCA day studio. Staff will help 

sary. Get a free visit! Purchase 
classes. $25 for BCA members. 

DROP-IN: TADPOLE PRESCHOOL: 

Tue. & Fri., Jan. 11-May 27 (no 
class Mar. 1), 9:30-11:30 a.m. 


neotenic netherworld 
of the namby-pamby 


from the secret files of 

mqv cannon 


for 6 drop-in classes. 525/BCA 
members. Location: BCA Clay 
Studio, 250 Main St, Burlington. 


DRAWING & PAINTING: Feb. 
1-Apr. 5. 6:30-9 p.m.. Weekly 




DROP IN: PAINTING FOR ADULTS 

6:30-8:30 p.m. No class Feb. 17 & 
59/BCA members. Location: 


If I could have only one New Year's wish, it 
would be to have cat’s eyes— so's I could 
freak everybody out when I go in to work. 










classes 


0: PHOTOSHOP BASICS: 


ID-LEVEL DARKROOM: J, 


$195/$175.50 BCA members. 


PAINTING: CONTEMPORARY 
FIGURE: Feb. 2-Mar. 23. 1:30- 
4:30 p.m.. Weekly on Wed. Cost 






bers, S225/BCA members. 

the next level in this eight-week 


3860 printer. Prerequisite: Intro 
Film/Digital SLR Camera or 

PRINT: WHAT IS 
PRINTMAKING?: Jan. 31-Mar. 
28. 6-8:30 p.m., Weekly on 


PHOTO: DIGITAL BASICS: Jan. 
18-Mar. 15. 3:30-5:30 pm., 

nonmembers, S175.50/BCA 
Center’s Digital Media Lab. 

PHOTO: INTRO FILM/DIGITAL: 

Jan. 19-Feb. 23, 6:30-8:30 p.m.. 
Weekly on Wed. Cost: $145/ 
nonmembers, S130.50/BCA 

Center's Digital Media Lab. 
film or digital SLR to take the 




computers 

COMPUTER CLASSES IN 
HINESBURG: 200 winter/spring 

CVU High School. 10 min. from 


CipenOffice. Google Sketch Up. 
Skype, PowerPoint Publisher. 


Excel Basics. Excel Up: The Next 
Steps, Excel Data Analysis, 


CRAFT CLASSES IN HINESBURG 

CVU High School. 10 min. from 

482-7194. cvuhs.org/access. 
Beach Glass Birdbath. Mosaic 

Wood Carving Bead/Wire 

levels. 3 Bag Sewing. Pillows 
Sewing Clothes-Making Skills. 


BCA Print Studio. 250 Main St. 

s! Limit 10. 


BCA 


discount 65+. 


BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES: 

Location: The Champlain 
Club. Burlington. Info: First 
Step Dance, 802-598-6757. 


FirstStepDance.co 


BURLINGTON DANCES MODERN 

CLASS: 7 p.m.. Tue., Dec. 14 & 

(Chace Mill, top floor). 1 Mill St. 

Dances. Lucille Dyer, 802-863- 
3369. lnfo@>BurlingtonDances. 




LEARN TO SWING DANCE: Cost: 
$60/6-week series ($50 for 

Champlain Club. 20 Crowley St., 
com. 802-860-7501. Great fun. 


flynnarts 




empowerment 

EMPOWERMENT CLASSES 
IN HINESBURG AT CVU: 200 

all ages. Location: CVU High 
Hinesburg. Info: 802-482- 


Donner Party Story, Solar Energy 
101. Bio Fuels 101. Energy=R We?. 


Toddler Years, Fathers & Children 

Days. Grief Etiquette. Suburban 


and playfuL Join us for creative 

ing. handstands and floor work! 

DANCE STUDIO SALSAUNA: 

266 Pine St.. Burlington. Info: 
Victoria. 802-598-1077. info® 

able workout! 


feldenkrais 

FELOENKRAIS: Weekly on 

Arts, 187 St. Paul St. Burlington. 
Info: Uwe Mester. 802-735-3770. 


FLYNNARTS WINTER/SPRING 
SEMESTER: Location: Flynn 

Burlington. Info: FlynnArts. 802- 
652-4548, flynnarts@flynncen- 




SAMPLE FREE FLYNNARTS 
CLASSES DURING 
BURLINGTON’S FIRST NIGHT!: 

Info: FlynnArts, 802-652-4548, 




$120/series. Location: 55 Clover 
244-7909. Discover the unique 


gardening 


MASTER GARDENER 2011 
COURSE: Feb. 1-Apr. 26, 6-9 p.m. 

Rutland. Springfield. St. 

Albans, Waterbury. White River 

Info: 802-656-9562. master. 


STONE WALL WORKSHOP: 

Cost: $100/1 -day workshop. 

2408 Shelburne Falls Rd.. 

802-318-2411. macmartin®igc. 


HOLISTIC NUTRITION: Jan. 
on Fri. Cost: $l,500/series. 

21 Essex Way Suite 109, Essex 
Jet. Info: Elements Of Healing. 
Scot Moylan. 802-288-8160. 


FLYNNARTS 




WISDOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Wisdom of the Herbs 

April 23-24, 2011. & runs 1 week- 

of the Herbs School. Woodbury. 
Info: 802-456-8122. annie® 






language 


ANNOUNCING NEW SPANISH 

Jan. 10 for 10 weeks & traveler's 


in Waterbury Center, 802-585- 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 



martial arts 







VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 




yoga 


YOGA VERMONT: Cost: $12/ 




ANXIOUS BODY. ANXIOUS 







FOUNDATIONS OF A 
THERAPEUTIC YOGA SESSION: 




music 


2010 Year in Review 


Revisiting the year's top music stories 

BY DAN BOLLES 



F rom cancelled concerts to rock- 
star no-shows, 2010 was a long, 
strange trip for local music. 
Here’s a look back at a few of 
the stories that made headlines this year. 

Furthurmore 

The watershed moment of 2010 actually 
didn’t happen. The July 5 Concerts on 
the Green show featuring Grateful Dead 
legacy band Furthur was abruptly and 
unceremoniously canceled due to secu- 
rity concerns on the part of the venue, 
Shelburne Museum. Understandably, 
the news harshed the mellows of thou- 
sands of Deadheads, locally and beyond. 
More importantly, music fans in Ver- 
mont could be feeling the aftershocks 
from the museum’s decision well into 
2011 and beyond. 

To recap: On the morning of Thursday, 
June 24, bleary-eyed jam fans awoke to 
find a notice posted on Furthur’s web- 
site breaking the bad news. Here’s how it 
was reported in Seven Days' music-news 
column “Soundbites" that week: 


Thursday, Furthur announced, via 
their website, that “local authori- 
ties" (the man) had pulled the plug 
on the show, citing security con- 
cerns over an influx of “ticketless 
Jans” (goddamn dirty hippies), 
“trajfic concerns" (in veggie-oil- 
powered microbuses) and “other is- 
sues" (duuuuuuude). 


In other words, Museum officials, per- 
haps after reading reports of unsavory 
shenanigans at Furthur shows earlier 
that month, pictured a hippie horde de- 
scending upon the well-heeled hamlet 
of Shelburne and got cold feet. 

Of course, concert security is an im- 
portant concern. And it is true that 
Furthur shows earlier that spring were 
beset by logistical and legal problems. 
But here’s the thing: The show had been 
on the books since early March. In fact, 
museum director Stephan Jost appeared 
on a WCAX broadcast the same day the 
show went on sale. “I’ve never heard of 
them, but we sold out in six minutes,” he 
said. “And, that said, security will be ex- 
traordinarily tight.” 

So, what happened, or didn't hap- 
pen, between March 5 and June 24 that 
caused the museum to pull the plug? If 
extra security was a concern, why wasn’t 
it addressed earlier than two weeks be- 
fore the show? Nobody knows. And if 
they do, they're not talking. 

The museum issued a short, terse 
press release following the announce- 
ment on the Furthur website explaining 
its side of things. Higher Ground Pres- 
ents, the promoter of the COTG series, 
responded with a press release of its 
own. Pissed-off Deadheads responded 
by ... well, getting stoned, probably. 

The big-picture question also remains 
unanswered. Where does the Furthur fra- 
cas leave the future of the COTG series, 


which would enter its eighth season this 
summer? According to Higher Ground, 
which unveiled another outdoor concert 
series at the Champlain Valley Expo this 
year, they don’t know yet. 

“We’re still unsure as to what is hap- 
pening with next year’s outdoor concert 
series,” says Higher Ground promotions 
manager Nick Vaden. 

One for the Ages 

In Burlington, going to see live local mu- 
sic is considered something of a birth- 
right. Generations of young musicians 
and music fans have grown up attend- 
ing concerts at nightclubs and bars as 
teenagers. It’s one reason the local mu- 
sic scene continues to be as vibrant and 
healthy as it is: We get 'em young. But a 
measure enacted earlier this year threat- 
ened to derail that time-honored rite of 
passage. The Burlington Police Depart- 
ment, citing increasing issues with un- 
derage drinking and ancillary problems 
associated with soused kids downtown, 
put the kibosh on the 18-plus policy that 
many Queen City live-music venues 
have enjoyed for decades. 

In October, the BPD announced it 
would begin issuing a limited number of 
permits for 18-plus events at grown-up 
watering holes on a case-by-case basis. 
The idea being that by capping the num- 
ber of 18-plus events, they might thin 
the number of young’uns descending 
upon downtown Burlington and causing 
problems. In other words: outta sight, 

Obviously, the new rule was a major 
blow to local venues such as Nectar’s 
and Club Metronome, which have long 
relied on the under-21 set to fill their hal- 
lowed halls, right? 

Actually, not really. 

According to Alex Budney, the talent 
buyer at Nectar’s and Metronome, the 
only real change has been making sure 
the clubs apply for permits in a timely 
fashion. Both clubs have always had a 
21-plus policy on most weekend nights. 
And they have yet to experience any is- 
sues with being granted permits for 
the 18-plus shows they feature on most 
weekday nights. 

“[The BPD] has been really easy to 
work with,” says Budney. “They just 
want to be sure that we’re keeping tabs 
on how many underage kids are in the 
club, which we do anyway,” he contin- 


ues, citing both venues’ strong record 
for security as another factor minimiz- 
ing the effect of the policy change. "It’s 
been good all around." 

In Brief 

Some other notable happenings from 
the year that was... 

• Psych-rock band the Cush split town 
in April, after a decade as one of Bur- 
lington’s most successful and beloved 
acts. Band founders Burette and Gab- 
by Douglas returned home to Texas, 
where they continue to play and dis- 
cover new ways of creating tasty ear 
candy. 

• Newish Vermont resident Neko 
Case, who bought a farmhouse in the 
Northeast Kingdom last year, disap- 
pointed local fans in August when she 
disappeared before a performance 
with her longtime band, the New Por- 
nographers, at Higher Ground. Case 
was reported to have been at the club 
for a sound check prior to the show, as 
was vocalist Dan Bejar, who also went 
missing. But Case's microphone stood 
unused onstage throughout the Por- 
nographers’ set. The official line on 
the no-show? Food poisoning. The of- 
ficial response from fans: Yeah, right. 

• Altai's Mitchell made international 
waves with a star-studded studio re- 
cording of her epic folk opera Ha- 
destown. The recording featured 
songwriter Greg Brown, Bon Iver’s 
Justin Vernon, Ben Knox Miller from 
the Low Anthem and Ani DiFranco, 
whose label, Righteous Babe Records, 
released the album. The project was a 
critical smash, drawing raves around 
the globe. It was also nominated for a 
Grammy for best packaging. 

• Grace Potter & the Nocturnals con- 
tinued their rise to rock stardom on 
the heels of a new, self-titled album. 
The band was featured in a number 
of major music rags, including Roll- 
ing Stone and Paste magazine, and ap- 
peared on a VH1 special. Their single 
“Paris (Ooh La La),” is currently heard 
in ads for new NBC series “The Cape.” 
But for local fans, the band’s crowning 
2010 moment was undoubtedly their 
surprise concert on Church Street 
during the Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival. ® 




GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM =' 




s@und bites 


Droppin’ 
the Ball 

“Maybe it’s much too early in 
the game. / Ah, but I thought 
I’d ask you just the same, / 
What are you doing New 
Year’s, New Year's Eve?” 

Well, how 'bout it? What 
are you doing? Wait ... what? 
You don’t have plans yet? Are 
you serious? It’s lucky, we 
ran into one another, then. 
Very lucky indeed. Take a 
deep breath, relax, and I’ll 
guide you through anything 
and everything worth doing 
on December 31, 2010. And, 
who knows? When the 
clock strikes midnight, and 
if you play your cards right, 
we might even make out. 
Fingers crossed. 

OK, I’m messing with you. 
We are totally gonna make 
out. But in the meantime, 
we’ll have to find something 
to occupy our time. 

The most obvious option 
is probably grace potter & 
the nocturnals at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom. It’s the 
finale of their annual three- 
night stand at the region’s 
marquee juke joint. Don’t 
know if you’ve heard, but 
they’ve had one hell of a 


2010, so I’m guessing this 
will be a monumentally 
raging celebration. Plus, 
opening band lowell 
Thompson & crown pilot are 
pretty killer, too. What’s 
that? You're not really into 
blues-rock or alt-country? 
How ’bout funk, then? 

Next door in the Showcase 
Lounge, dave grippo will 
be throwing down with a 
(funky) bunch of old friends. 
Should be fun. 

If you don’t feel like 
driving, we could always 
just stay downtown. There’s 
lots of good stuff happening 
at bars and nightclubs all 
over the Queen City. For 
example, at Nectar's there’s a 
special encore presentation 
of operation: prince, featuring 
craig mitchell as the artist 
formerly known as ... You 
know, you’re right. Mitchell 
is probably too tall to play 
Prince. I think that dude’s, 
like, 5-foot-2. Still, I can't 
think of anyone else around 
who could come close to 
vocally impersonating him. 
You might not know this 
about Mitchell since he 
spends most of his time in 
DJ booths, but the man is a 
gifted singer. And actor. 


Case in point, the last time 
Mitchell did the Prince gig, 
his longtime friend dj fattie 
b approached him backstage 
between sets. He called 
Mitchell by Iris first name 
several times but didn't get a 
response. Finally, after about 
the fifth or sixth attempt, 
Mitchell turned his head 
and said with a vacant stare, 
“Craig's not here right now.” 
The man was possessed. 
Fattie recalls backing away. 
Nervously. 

Speaking of Fattie B, 
he’ll be holding court over a 
special Friday-night version 
of his long-running dance 


party Retronome, upstairs at 
Club Metronome. In addition 
to the typical '80s fare, he’ll 
be spinning classics from the 
1970s and 1990s. It’s like a 
mashup of all of his weekly 
dance parties in one night. 

And speaking of dance 
parties, the cool kids from 
bonjour-hii are throwing 
what should be a pretty epic 
one at Parima. The eclectic 
DJ collective headlines a 
package night at the Thai 
restaurant that includes 
a three-course meal, 
champagne toast and — this 
is brilliant, trust me — a late- 
nite breakfast buffet. Genius! 

Another option would 
be to simply stay home and 
celebrate while snuggled up 
on the couch. OK, so it’s not 
as glamorous as going out. 
But there are certain other 
things we could do. Wink, 
wink. Nudge, nudge. Things 
that will make you feel really, 
really dirt)', if you catch my 
drift. Such as watching the 
live pay-per-view webcast 
of phish’s NYE concerts at 
Madison Square Garden. Yes, 
really. And for only $19.95 
a pop. You’re right, that’s 
totally ridiculous. Maybe we 
should skip town? 

Our first stop will be 
at Waterbury’s Reservoir 
Restaurant & Tap Room 
to catch surf-punk outfit 
torpedo rodeo. Those guys 
put out one of my favorite 








www.sos-geek.com 



WANTED!!! 

VIRUSES 
SPYWARE 
TROJANS 
DEAD OR ALIVE! 


Rent-a-Geek 


1-888-SOS-GEEK 




CLUB DATES 


music 



A: ALL AGES. NC: NO COVER. 


WED. 29 


Burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: DJ Kanga presents: The Lounge Lizar 
CLUB METRONOME: OH-J Fresh presents 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.. Free. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Grace Potter 2. 




RED SQUARE: Erick Jordan | rock). 7 p.m.. Free. DJ 

SHELBURNE STEAKHOUSE ft SALOON: Carol Ann 



O'BRIEN'S IRISH PUB: DJ Dominic (hip-hop). 



PARIMA ACOUSTIC LOUNGE: Burgundy Thursdays 



SHELBURNE STEAKHOUSE & SALOON: Sideshow 


IE SKINNY PANCAKE: P, 




Yo La Tengo Matching 


classically trained piano chops with 
an affinity for 1970s-era folk music, 
singer-songwriter Vienna teng is a study 
in contrasts. But the meeting of her 
seemingly disparate influences results in 
a multilayered brand of pop characterized 
as much by its depth and intimacy as its 
melodic accessibility. Friday, January 7, 
she'll perform at the Tupelo Music Hall 
in White River Junction. Songwriter matt 
white opens. 


champlain valley 


<0 BROTHERS TAVERN: 0 


THE BREWSKI: Comedy Night with Andie Bryan 
MATTERHORN: Abby Jenne & the Enablers (rock 

THE SHED RESTAURANT & BREWERY: Eames 


THU. 30 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Open MIc with Jc 
CLUB METRONOME: Hungry Headil 
FRANNY O'S: Balance DJ & Karaoki 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: 


: B (hip 



NIGHTCRAWLERS: Karaoke v\ 


ink). 9 p.m., $5.1 




champlain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Jam Man (Top 40), 



FRI.31 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: The Blame (rock). 9 p.m.. Free. 

BANANA WINDS CAFE & PUB: In Kahootz (rock), 



MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: The Trio featuring 






NIGHTCRAWLERS: II 




RASPUTIN'S: DJ ZJ (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. $3. 


avros (house). 




HE SKINNY PANCAKE: IT 


central 


GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 


LANGDON STREET CA 


irty (funk). 10 p.m. Free. 









'■WANTED: 

Cigarette Smokers 

for a UVM research Study 
of Behavioral-Biological Factors 
Affecting Qgarette Smoking. 

| We are looking for people who are: 

• Healthy Adults, 18-55 tears old 

• Available once evcrvdayfbr 
I 15 consecutive days 

We offer flexible sessions: 

• Approximately 25 minutesaday 


s©und bites 


albums of the year, Vs. 
Sharktopus, and I'm betting 
they're a blast live. We can’t 
linger too long, though, 
because the main event is in 
Montpelier at — where else? 
— the Langdon Street Cafe. 

The capital city's capital 
of quirk features a local 
band called sweet hound 
that’s headlining — I'm not 
making this up — the “Rock 
'n' Roll Erotica Show.” The 
central-Vermont-based band 
plans to rock out the “Cafe- 


BiteTorrent: 

Do Not Open 
Until 2011 

Because this issue of the 
paper covers two weeks, 
straddling two years, this 
installment of BiteTorrent 
covers only events happening 
in 2011. Typically, the first 
part of a new year marks a 
relatively slow period on 
the local music front. But, 
judging by the first few 
weeks, 2011 is shaping up 


out in 2011. Every time I run 
into accordionist tim lang, he 
mentions some little nugget 
of intriguing info about 
the group. Such as crazy 
audiovisual displays and 
having more members than 
could possibly fit on LSC’s 
stage. Color me curious. 


Speaking of Sai U Drorn, 
they’ll take over Nectar’s for 
a residency, every Tuesday in 
January. 

Back in Montpelier, veteran 
local rocker steph pappas 
continues her statewide 
tour Saturday, January 8, 
when she drops by LSC with 


a-Go-Go” with slinky, sexy 
covers of the likes of david 
bowie and t. rex — flanked by 
a harem of go-go dancers, 
obviously. Once the clock 
strikes midnight, however, 
things take a turn for the 
lurid as the cafe transforms 
into — again, I swear I’m not 
making this up — “Erotic 
City.” I’d explain further, 
but I can't without blushing. 
I’ll just point out that the 
invitation to the party 
promises that "champagne 
bubbles and sex will be in the 
air” and leave it at that. Is it 
hot in here? 

And there you go, New 
Year’s Eve in a nutshell. So, 
what are you doing New 
Year’s Eve? 


to be pretty' rockin' wire to 


Langdon Street Cafe is 
scaling back its live-music 
schedule, at least through 
the lean winter months. 
While they’ll no longer have 
music seven nights per week, 
what they do present will be 
extra awesome, I promise. 
For example, “The Return of 
New Year’s Evil” on Friday, 
January 7. This night of rock- 
and-roll devilry features iron 
maiden tribute band made in 
iron, black metal acolytes 
nathruzym and eclectic folk- 
punk collective sai u drom. 
That last band sits atop my 
list of new groups to check 


her band, the steph pappas 
experience. For all her years 
of rocking and/or rolling, 
Pappas claims she's never 
really done a Vermont tour 
before. No time like the 
present! 

BNOTW: betty poison. A 
couple of months ago I 
received an email from lucia 
rehab, the lead singer of 
Italian grunge-rock outfit 
Betty Poison, asking if I 
would mention something 
about her band’s upcoming 
gig. I checked out their 
MySpace page and got a 
kick out of their HOLE-esque 
grunge — the band actually 
opened for Hole in Europe 


earlier this year, FYI. I was 
especially amused by song 
titles such as “Fuck Twice,” 
and “paris Hilton Up Your 
Ass,” partly because they're 
good, if rather explicit, 
songs. And partly because I 
remembered where they’re 
playing; upscale-ish St. 
Albans restaurant Chow! 
Bella, on Sunday, January 9. 
Yes, really. BP is not exactly 
dinner music, which is 
fine, since the restaurant 
won’t be serving dinner 
that night — though, if you 
go, I’m told you could still 
get food. Pennysylvania’s 

RIVERRAT JENKINS Open. 

You can also catch both 
bands the previous night, 
Saturday, January 8, in the 
more familiar confines of 
Burlington’s Radio Bean, 
along with mi 
tiger and son 

Last but not least, up-and- 
coming local Afrobeat/pop 

outfit THE MOVE IT MOVE IT Will 

be recording their show 
at Parima’s Main Stage on 
Monday, January 3, in hopes 
of releasing a live album 
later this year, coincidentally 
called Fan's Hilton Up Your 
Ass. (And, yes, I made up that 
last part. It’s actually called 
Fuck Twice.) © 


Listening In 






Harper’s Restaurant 

1068 Williston Rd, S. Burlington 
(802)419-6200 

SUNDAY-FRIDAY 



Northern Vermont's only 
Specialty Fitness Store where fitness is 
not just a sideline, it’s our ONLY line 

Personal Fitness Interiors 

4050 Williston Rd., So. Burlington, VT 

802 - 860-1030 


WWW.personalfitnessvt.com 



Specializing 
In Vietnamese 
& Thai Cuisine 

Lunch & Dinner 
Dine-in or carry-out 

Full menu available 
onlineatwww.7dvt.com ^ 

Downtown Burlington 

Lower Church St • 859-9998 

Essex Junction 

1 37 Pearl Street • 872-9998 


CLUB DATES 


music 



CALLAGES. NO NO COVER. 



SAT. 01 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Retronome ( 80s dance party). 
FRANNY O'S: Balance DJ & Karaoke. 9 p.m.. Free. 



regional 

TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: All Night Dance Party 


JB METRONOME: Bl 


s Rob Douglas, 

lell & Dakota (R&BI. 



Hail Mary From an 

appearance on VH1 and spreads in 
magazines such as Rolling Stone, 
to releasing a new album and 
commandeering Church Street for 
a surprise show during this year's 
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival, 
it’s been one hell of a year for grace 
POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS. It'S hard not 
to wonder what these local musical 
heroes will do for an encore in 2011. 
But, first things first. GPN put a cherry 
on 2010 with their annual New Year’s 
Eve throwdown at the Higher Ground 
Ballroom on Friday, December 31. Local 
alt-country darlings lowell Thompson & 
crown pilot open. 


central 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: Open MIc. 7 p.m., Free. 



WED. 05 



MON. 03 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Heal-ln Sessions with Reverence 








burlington area 






REVIEW this 


Top 10 Vermont 
Recordings of 2010 

Seven Days' music editor 
picks the best of the year 

BY DAN BOLLES 

S omething of a transitional 
year for Vermont music, 2011 
was notable for what appears 
to be a changing of the guard. 
We said goodbye to a number 
of longtime favorites, including the Cush, 
the Jazz Guys and In Memory of Pluto. In 
their place, several rising talents stepped 
to the forefront, while tht 
next generation of poten- 
tial local greats introduced 
themselves to the Vermont 
scene at large. Call it the 
dawn of a new era. 

Recent years 
have seen rock re- H 
assert itself as the 
state's dominant 
genre. In many re- 
spects, that trend 
held true in 2010, ai 
scads of new 


flooded our shelves 
and iTunes libraries. 

The Vacant Lots 

their ascen- 
sion with yet 
another mind- 
altering garage-psych 
effort. Death-offsf 
Rough Francis grew ir 
dynamic outfit in their c 
right behind a scin- 
tillating EP of origi- 
nal material. Metal 
chaps Amadis showcased sinister 
virtuosity on an all-too-brief EP of their 
own. And Waylon Speed proved worthy 
heirs to the throne vacated by late, great 
speedwestem outfit Chuch. 

As always, indie music was well rep- 
resented, especially in Burlington, as re- 
leases from Let’s Whisper, Nyiko Beguin, 
tooth ache, and Lady Lioness upped t 


pop progenitors Strength in Numbers. 
Experimental music, alternately dis- 
turned heads, as well. And speaking of missed or hailed as a bastard offspring of 
blues-rock and GPN, Nocturnals' drum- improvisational jazz, truly blossomed in 
mer Matt Burr lent his chops to the latest 2010. Under the watchful eye of “other 
excellent offering from mountain blues 
mysteriosos the Eames Brothers Band. 

But perhaps even more notewor- 
thy than rock and roll's revival was the 
sheer variety of music being created in 
and around the Green Mountains. And 
no genre experienced 
boom than hip-hop. 

With a transcendent release, BURNTmd the blogosphere, where they 
established himself as arguably the 802’s as “the future of pop 
marquee MC. However, the Aztext resur- 
faced with the first in a series of new EPs, 
suggesting they might not be ready to relin- 
quish local hip-hop’s Fitid crown. We bid a 
fond farewell to VT Union, but welcomed 


mavens Aether Everywhere and 
newly launched Mars Pyramid Records, 
adventurous local ears were treated to 
challenging releases from the likes of the 
le duo and Neon Magus. Though their ear- 
ly-2010 release was critically maligned in 
of a creative these pages, Lawrence Welks & Our Bear 
Cross caused quite a stir, especially on 




Japhy Ryder, If the Haves Are Willir 
Maryse Smith, Is Becomes Was 
The Crack Up, Get a Life 
Wooden Dinosaur, Nearly Lost St; 

Anals Mitchell, Hadestowrt, 
Vermont Joy Parade, Kicking Sawdu 
Villanelles, Villanelles 
Farm, Sat, Cloudy, 36'F, 10:44 p. 
Spirit Animal, Pizza Party 
Bill Mullins, Bill Mullins 




rhyme-slinging talents 
such as Colby Stiltz and Aleck Woog. If 
there was any doubt remaining, VT hip-hop 
has arrived. 

It was a relatively lean year for jazz, at 
least in terms of volume. But the contribu- 
tions made by local hepcats suffered no 
shortage of quality or variety. Psychotropi- 
cal stalwarts Guagua transported us south 
of the border, while father-and-son gypsy- 


collective, if mopey, cool. Fortunately, a jazz duo They Might Be Gypsies took 


dance remix album from indie-pop dar- 
lings the Smittens helped turned those 
frowns upside down. 

Rock was also the state's most visible 
genre on a national level, due to the much- 
ballyhooed, self-titled effort from Grace 


back in time to smoky French cafes. All- 
star outfit Fragile Zoe served up a squeaky- 
clean treatise on jazz flute. And the ever- 
expanding umbrella of “jazz” grew even 
wider with intriguing releases from neo- 
soul songstress Tiffany Pfeiffer and hip- 


) GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


Of course, folk and Americana figured 
prominently in our rural landscape, as 
well. On the twangier end of the spectrum, 
Bow Thayer delivered a breakout record. 
Kelly Ravin corralled his considerable tal- 
ents into what may be his 
signature release. Ver- 
V aionter/Texan Ethan 

Azarian delivered de- 
lightfully offbeat ru- 
minations on livin' and 
dyin'. And new addi- 
tions Cash Is King 
and the Creaky 
Trees proved 
that alt-country 
is alive and well, 
while fingerpick- 
in’-good outfit Gold 
Town introduced us 
to “whiskeygrass." 
The singer-song- 

ccmtinues to impress. 
Andrew Parker-Ren- 
ga fulfilled his long- 
simmering promise 
with his finest effort to 
date. Seth Gallant de- 
livered still more humble 
brilliance. Kris Gruen ce- 
mented his status as one 
of the region’s sturdiest 
tunesmiths. Sideman Bri- 
an Clark finally stepped 
out of the shadows long 
enough to make us wonder 
why he doesn’t do so more often. And 
Joshua Panda staked his claim as the re- 
gions most compelling front man. 

More traditional strains of folk music re- 
verberated throughout the area, too, includ- 
ing rootsy goodness from the likes of Katie 
Trautz, Patti Casey and PossumHaw, an 
Emerald Isle excursion from Longford Row 
and a French connection through Va-et 
-Vient, as well as vocalist Michele Choinere. 

Indeed, it was a fascinating musical 
year round these parts. Arguably, any of 
the Vermont recordings mentioned here 
are among the year's best. Yet, it is Seven 
Days’ tradition at year’s end to select the 
top 10. So, here they are, in no particular 
order. As always, thanks for listening. ® 

JD YOUR CD TO US! 



with DJ RoBin LePel 
Friday, December 3 I 

9:00 p.m. 


VIENNATENG 



The Tupelo 
Experience 

“I attended your recent David Bromberg 
concert The new venue looks great! From 
the original wood floors to the artisan glass 
over the wall lights, I was impressed by how 
great the freight house looked with simple 
touches. Then there's the sound! 

Every note by each instrument was captured 
perfectly. It was as if we were all having 
an amazing living room concert experience. 
Thank you so much for bringing this kind 
of venue to the Upper Valley. It is a one of 
kind experience and I will be back as often 
as possible!" - MC, Lebanon, NH 


THE FOOLS 

Saturday, January 8 


LIVINGSTON TAYLOR 



JOHNNY WINTER 





ickets for these and many more at: 

TupeloHall.com 

1 88 South Main Street 

White River Junction, VT 
802-698-8341 




FEAST 

with us for the 
Holidays! 

Open every day: 
New Year's Eve 
(£. New Year's Day! 

A„- U-Can Eat 

$9. 95 Sunday 
BRUNCH! 

9aiti-2pm 

Souza’s 

Churrascana 
Brazilian S teakhouse 


131 Main Street, Burlington 
(across from City Hall Park) 
802-864-CHEF (2433) 
www.souzas.org 




Are you a 

smoker? 



You may be able to participate 
in a research program at the 
University of Vermont! 


STUDY #30: For ages 18-45 

•You will learn strategies to decrease 
your anxiety and quit smoking! 

•The study involves a total of 12 visits 

• Free Nicotine Replacement Patches are 
included in the brief 4-session intervention 

• Also earn moneta ry compensation for 
most visits, totaling up to $142.50 in cash 

For more information or to set up an 
appointment, please call 656-0655 

STUDY #33: Forages 18-65 

This study involves 2 visits, a total of 
approximately 4 hours. If eligible you may 
be asked to quit for 12 hours. Participants 
in the study may be paid $40 in cash 


For more information or to set up 
an appointment, please call 
Teresa at 656-3831 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc, 8 p.m_ Free. 



PARIMA ACOUSTIC LOUNGE: Burgundy 






RASPUTIN'S: 101 Thursdays with Pres & DJ Dan 



central 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Thirsty Thursday 



PURPLE MOON PUB: Open Mic with 440hz. 

SUDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: Open Mic. 


champlain valley 



Late Bloomer It took e-s guthrie a little while to find his voice, but it 
was worth the wait. The North Carolina-based songwriter penned his first tune eight 
years ago, before spending time playing with noted NC band the New Familiars. Armed 
with a batch of stellar songs and newfound confidence, he’s recently struck out on his 
own. The overwhelming response from audiences makes one wonder what took so 
long. Guthrie will play two Vermont shows this week: Thursday, December 30, as part 
of the weekly Burgundy Thursday series at Burlington’s Parima Acoustic Lounge, and 
Saturday, January 1, at the Langdon Street Cafe in Montpelier. 



FRI.07 


burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke wit 
CLUB METRONOME: No Diggit 








IE SKINNY PANCAKE: Ci 


central 

CHARLIE 0'S: Rusty Romance 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: I 


LANGDON STREET CA 


THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT & TAP ROOM: DJ 


SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: Jeff White 


champlain valley 


northern 

THE BREWSKI: PMP (reggae). 9 p.m.. $2. 
MATTERHORN: Daddy Pop (rock). 9 p.m.. $5. 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Friday Night 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Sinecure (rock). 10 p.m„ Free. 
OLIVE RIDLEY'S: Benjamin Bright (singer- 


SAT.08 


burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: Retronome ( 80s dance party). 


MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Brian McCarthy 
NECTAR'S: Jeff White (solo acoustic). 7 p.m.. Free. 
ON TAP BAR & GRILL The Hitmen (rock), 



RASPUTIN'S: Nastee (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 



central 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: The Steph Pappas 



POSITIVE PIE 2: DJ Gl Joe (hip-hop). 10 p.m„ $3. 
PURPLE MOON PUB: Paydirt (rock). B p.m.. Free. 



SAT.08 « P.64 

THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT & TAP ROOM: 
SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: Birchwood Coupe 
TUPELO MUSIC HALL: The Fools (rock). 8 p.m., $30. 

champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Yukl Takeda & Friends (jazz) 9 p.m.. Free. 
CITY LIMITS: Dance Party with DJ Earl (Top 40). 


northern 


BEE'S KNEES: Linda Warnaar with Micah Carbanou 
(acoustic). 7:30 p.m., Donations. 

THE BREWSKI: The Bob Wagner Band (rock), 

MATTERHORN: Blues for Breakfast (Graterul Dead 
tribute), 9 p.m.. $5. 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ Two Rivers 
RUSTY NAIL: Bad Luck (rock), 10 p.m, $5-10. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Roadside Mystiq (rock), 10 p.m. Free. 
TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB: All Night Dance Party 
with DJ Toxic (Top 40). 5 p.m.. Free. 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Funhouse with DJs Rob Douglas. 

CLUB METRONOME: Black to the Future: An R&B 
Expertence with DJs Craig Mitchell & Dakota. 10 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Skylerfeat. 
John Mullett (rock). 8:30 p.m, $10/12. AA 
NECTAR'S: Mi Yard Reggae Night with Big Dog & 

PARIMA ACOUSTIC LOUNGE: State of Mind 

RADIO BEAN: Old Time Sessions (old-time). 1 p.m. 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Jazz Brunch with Marty Powers 

YE OLDE ENGLAND INNE: Corey Beard. Dan Liptak 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Heal-ln Sessions with Reverence 
(reggae), 10 p.m. Free. 

MONKEY HOUSE: John Daly. John Smyth (slnger- 
NECTAR'S: Brown Gold (Ween tribute). 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Open Mic with Wylie. 


ROZZI'S LAKESHORE TAVERN: Trivia Night 8 p.m. Free. 
RUBEN JAMES: Why Not Monday? with Dakota 


CLUB METRONOME: B; 

& Nickel B (electronical. 9 p.m. Free. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Live jazz. 7 p.m„ Free. 
MONKEY HOUSE: Queer Night with DJ Gunner 

MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: Open Mic Night 

NECTAR'S: Seth Glier (singer-songwriter). 7 p.m. 
Free. Sai U Drom (eclectic), 9 p.m.. Free/$5. 18+. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Trtvia with Top Hat 

RADIO BEAN: The Stephen Callahan Quartet (jazz). 


central 

CHARLIE O'S: Karaoke. 10 p.m„ Free. 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: Tattoo Tuesdays 

champlain valley 

SI MAIN: Qulzz Night (trivia). 7 p.m. Free. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster Hits Karaoke. 


WED. 12 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: OH-J Fresh presents 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m. Free. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Live jazz. 7 p.m„ Free. 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic with Andy 

MONKEY HOUSE: Beat Vision with DJ Disco 
Phantom (eclectic DJ). 9 p.m, $1. 

NECTAR'S: Project Organ Trio (runk). 9 p.m. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Paydirt (rock). 7 p.m. Free. 
RADIO BEAN: Ensemble V (jazz). 7:30 p.m. Free. 

RED SQUARE: Close to Nowhere (rock). B p.m. Free. 
DJ Cre8 (hip-hop). 11 p.m. Free. 

SHELBURNE STEAKHOUSE & SALOON: Carol Ann 

central 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Open Mic with John 
LANGDON STREET CAFE: Comedy Open Mic 
PURPLE MOON PUB: 440hz: Fox Hock and Jones 

champlain valley 

CITY LIMITS: Karaoke with Let It Rock 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Open Mic Night. 



art 


Out of Sight 

Cameron Schmitz, WalkOver Gallery and Mary’s Restaurant at the Inn at Baldwin Creek 


S 


C ameron Schmitz’s two shows 
in Bristol will prove just the 
thing for those seeking respite 
from the hustle and glitz of the 
holiday season. Her paintings, photos 
and works on paper convey a profound 
sense of quietude, and they yield a full 
measure of their considerable pleasure 
only when viewed contemplatively. 

In a statement accompanying her ex- 
hibit at the WalkOver Gallery & Concert 
Room, Schmitz says she draws inspira- 
tion from solitude. She also expresses 
it eloquently on canvases that never 
depict more than a single figure, if that. 
Her compositions are so representa- 
tive of repose — many of her subjects 
are shown sleeping — that they qualify 
as still fifes even when a human is de- 

Schmitz’s work is also as much 
about what’s not present as what is. 
She has an unusual ability to suggest 
absence in her art. That quality comes 
across most clearly in the many paint- 
ings, silk screens and monotypes that 
feature empty chairs. Viewers intuit 
that someone has just arisen and left, 
or that someone just outside the pic- 
ture plane may soon arrive to fill that 
achy emptiness. 

The notion of negative space is 
given a different spin in “Sleeping Fig- 
ure V," a particularly haunting work 
in a show filled with ghostly images. 
There’s actually no discernible figure 
in this painting, either asleep or awake 
— only an unoccupied couch covered 
with squiggles that resemble confetti. 
The tangled, draped strands grow more 
concentrated and whiter at the center 
of this dark divan, seemingly reflect- 
ing the fight entering from a window 
behind it. A deathly aura is palpable 
here, even though there's something 
reassuring about that wavy, yet unwav- 
ering, fight. 

Most of Schmitz’s subjects in this 
show are women. Some of them are 
pregnant, and each is seated or lying 
down, looking out a window or other- 
wise away from the viewer — that is, 
when her eyes aren’t completely closed. 
The female figures don’t appear to be 
meditating; instead, they seem to be re- 
membering something. 




SCHMITZ'S MPOSniOME SO 
REPRESENTATIVE DF REPOSE THAT THEY 

QUALIFY AS STILL LIFES 
EVEN WHEN A HUMAN IS 
DEPICTED. 


Schmitz may, in fact, be painting memo- 
ries. Her scenes look as though they’re 
receding, becoming more distant and 
less solid — a sensation accentuated 
by the misty aura she creates with 
a paintbrush or an etching needle. 
Several of her images are half con- 
cealed by thin streaks, which might be 
mistaken for rain if the settings weren't 
indoors. 

Drawing and etching may be the 
media most suited 
to Schmitz’s style. 
“North Side Stu- 
dio,” a graphite- 
on-paper render- 
ing of an empty 
chair alongside a 
small table and a 
large window, may 
be the strongest 
piece in a strong 
show. It’s here that 
the geometric as- 
pect of her com- 
positions emerges 
most strikingly. 
“North Side Stu- 
dio,” like Giorgio 
Morandi's paint- 


ings of bottles, is about 
as close as a straightfor- 
ward representational 
work can get to abstrac- 

“Far, Far Away,” the 
first painting encoun- 
tered at WalkOver, 
gives a tantalizing hint 
that Schmitz may also 
be capable of colorful 
breakouts from her sub- 
dued palette. A child — 
sleeping, of course — is 
splayed on a fluffy white 
sheet with head propped 
against a brightly striped 
pillow. That’s the near- 
est a work comes to rev- 
eling in color for color’s 
sake. Let’s hope the art- 
ist moves at least a few 
degrees in this direction, 
because viewers will 
surely be yearning for 
relief from the shadows 
and somnolence by the 
time they're finished viewing the selec- 
tions at WalkOver. 

The 15 photos displayed three miles 
away in a dining room at Mary’s Res- 
taurant at the Inn at Baldwin Creek do 
have the painterly quality that Schmitz 
claims for them in an accompanying 
artist’s statement. They, too, are blurred 
in a way that allows geometric forms to 
predominate. Each was apparently tak- 
en from a moving car, sometimes with 
raindrops or road grit further clouding 
views of houses and fields, which are al- 
ways devoid of human presence. 

Of her commitment to solitude, 
Schmitz writes, “Perhaps it results from 
my personal concerns of a culture and 
generation consumed by interruptions 
and distractions.” Her refusal to be so 
consumed is just one of the ways Camer- 
on Schmitz stands out boldly and prom- 
isingly in Vermont’s artistic landscape. 




ONGOING 

:: burlington area 

AMANDA FELLER: Colorful paintings from abstract 

Info, 630-291-5360. 

ANZI JACOBS: "Rainbow's End: Irish Landscapes," 

December 31 at Village Wine & Coffee In Shelburne. 
Info. 985-3930. 

ART HOP GROUP SHOW: SUBARU-HYUNDAI: 

December 30 at Burlington Subaru. Info, 859-9222. 
CELEBRATE THE SEASON': Landscapes and 

CHRIS GLUCK: "Art from Nature." paintings, leaf 


CALL TO 
ARTISTS 


SCULPTORS: The Burlington 






in Lake Geneva. Wise., in 
2012. Starts February 3. 

Winter Festival. Deadline for 

edu for an application. 

HUMAN ARTIFACT: Calling 


TALKS & 
EVENTS 

2010 HOLIDAY SHOW: An 

Nancy H. Taplin. Annie Witte. 
Dipaula Klein and Bhakti 

Talk: "New Year’s Warm-Up." 

p.m. Info. 767-9670. 

GALLERY OPEN HOUSE: 


RECEPTIONS 

CHRISTOPHER GRAHAM: Dog 

5-9 p.m. Info. 318-2438. 

JANUARY GROUP SHOW: 

at AVA Gallery and Arts Center 


Deadline: January 18. Ju 


FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK: 


BHAKTI ZIEK & HOLLY 
WALKER: "Continuum," 




CLARK DER8ES: ’Quilt Weave." paintings exploring 

DECEMBER GROUP SHOW: Mixed-media paintings. 

at Maltex Building in Burlington. Info. 865-7166. 
-FINISSAGE’: This first annual exhibition will feature 

Info. 859-9222. 

INTY & YUARI MUENALA VEGA: "Mushuk Pacha | 

Burlington. Info. 734-5546. 

JOHN KENNETH ALEXANDER: "Vermontas I See 
Chop Shop in Burlington. Info, 540-0267. 

JOLENE GARANZHA: Surreal colored-pencil 

Burlington. Info, 862-2233. 

JON GREGG: Recent works on paper In oil stick with 

KARI MEYER: Landscape paintings inspired by the 

Gallery, Burlington City Hall. Info. 865-7166. 

KATHLEEN BERRY BERGERON: Watercolor palnt- 


PHOTOGRAPHY: Where do art 

photography exhibit. Juror: 
Bobby Mozumder. Submission 


with themes of spirituality, childhood, aviation. 

Pine Street Dell in Burlington. Info, 859-9222. 
KIMBERLEE FORNEY: Original paintings and prints 

Info. 660-8021. 

LYNN RUPE: Art Affair by Shearer presents 

December 31 at Shearer Chevrolet in South 
Burlington. Info, 658-1111. 

MAKE ART. REPEAT: The group show that began at 

VCAM Studio in Burlington. Info, 859-9222. 
MATTHEW THORSEN: Photographs by the Vermont 

MEGAN LIPKE: "Faith and Error," new abstract paint- 

Gallery in Burlington. Info, 863-3662. 

MR. MASTERPIECE: "Elephant in the Room." 




processes, by Ziek; "Haptikos," 

8. 1-3 p!m. InTo, 431-0204. 

SCOTT a KELLY FUNK: 




REIO CROSBY: "Layers." acrylic paintings by the 

Skyway; DIANE GABRIEL: Color photographs, Gates 
1 & 2: GREG MAMCZAK: Oil on canvas. Escalator. 

South Burlington. Info, 865-7166. 

SAREET ROSENSTEIN: "Why Did You Just Take a 

Speeder & Earl’s (Pine Street) in Burlington. Info, 
SETH BUTLER: Tattered: Investigation of an 

SHADOWS OF THE SAMURAI’: Armor, swords, 

656-0750. 

SHAUN BOYCE: Abstract line painting. Bar. BETH 
NETELKOS: Painting Dining Room ; MICHAEL 

Through December 31 at The Daily Planet in 
Burlington. Info, 862-9647. 


® 


VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 

EXCEPTIONS MAY BE MADE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE EDITOR. 




GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 
SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERIESt9SEV~ENDAYSVT.COM 




For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


■ university 

■ VERMONT 

Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


VACCINE 

STUDY 

OUR COMMUNITY 
IS PART OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY. 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
FOR DENGUE FEVER 

Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


• Healthy Individuals 
Ages 18-50 

• 1 Screening visit 

• Single dosing visit with 
follow-up visits 

• Now screening 

• Compensation up to $ 1 ,070 



art 


EYEZUltTlCSS TAKING N0TE 0F VISUAL VERMONT 


Creature Comforts 


TYROL LETS HER BOTANICAL 
AND ZOOLOGICAL IMAGES 

SPEAK POIGNANTLY 
FOR THEMSELVES. 





BURLINGTON-AREA ART SHOWS « P.67 

‘SIMPLE GIFTS: A SHOW FOR ALL SEASONS': 

Tyrol. Laura Von Rosk. Barbara Wagner. Dick Weis 
Sourdine Gallery in Shelburne. Info, 985-3848. 


STEVE BUDINGTON: "Homunculus; paintings 
technology, from GORE-TEX to iPods. Through 

STREET PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT: Scene on 

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX’: A holiday market of 

Gal lery& Coffeehouse in Winooski. Info. 373-5150. 
VERMONT ARTISTS SHOW: Paintings, sculpture 

Kate Longmaid. Gary Hall, Mikey Welsh. Clark 

VERMONT LANDSCAPES IN BLACK & WHITE: 

Stultz and Katelyn Ziegler. Through February 28 at 
Shelburne Vineyard. Inro. 985-8222. 

VERMONT PHOTO GROUP SHOW: Fifteen 

WE ART WOMEN: OF BLUE AND LIGHT: 

:: central 

ART RESOURCE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS' EXHIBIT: 

CARA JOY: "Joyful Hearts," acrylic on canvas. 

CAROLYN ENZ HACK: "More Shocking Art" new 

artists. Through December 31 at Studio Place Arts 


KATHERINE WASHBURN: Pet- and nature-inspired 
30 at The Cheshire Cat in Montpelier. Info, 

MARK CHANEY: "Guiding Light" digital 

Board in Montpelier. Info. 223-2902. 

VERMONT PASTEL SOCIETY'S JURIED 
EXHIBITION: An annual show of landscapes. 

Office Gallery in Montpelier. Info, 828-5657. 

ZOE BARRACANO. NYC Rainy Day." images of the 

Montpelier. Info. 229-4676. 


CHERYL DAYE DICK: Fall and winter Vermont 
December 31 at Red Hen Bakery & Cafe in 

GEORGE LAWRENCE & JACOUELYN JIMOI: Two 

Tunbridge Public Library. Info, 889-9404. 

JENNIFER PALKOWSKI & ROBYN PEIRCE: "Rock. 

artwhirled23tmyahoo.com. 


:: champlain valley 


CAMERON SCHMITZ: "Moving Still." photographs 

Info. 870-7006. 

CAMERON SCHMITZ: Large-scale figurative oil 
Walkover Gallery & Concert Room in Bristol. Info. 
EMILY BETH ERRION: Handcrafted silver jewelry 

Info. 434-6434. 

JON OLSEN & CASEY MCMA1NS: "Glow." photog- 


Edgewater Gallery in Middlebury. Info. 458-0098. 


SIMON PETERSON: "Exposed." photographs of 

THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON’: Artwork and 

Info. 247-4956. 

TWO SHIRLEYS AND A JESSIE’: Photographs. 

VERMONT ARTISTS SHOW: Sculpture by Kathy 



Critical warning signs: 
Threatening suicide, writing 
about suicide, or looking for 
ways to kill oneself. 


CENTER FOR 

Healtho 

Learning 


JANUARY 17-MAY 12 
MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS 


SPRING TERM 


EDUCATION 

• Teacher Licensure 

• Teacher Endorsements 

• Concentrations in: 
Reading, Curriculum, 
Special Education, Arts, 
School Leadership 


TESOL 

• Licensure in ESL 

• Endorsement in ESL 

• Peace Corps Master’s 

• Master’s in TESOL 

• Diploma Program 


CLINCAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Full program for degree students. 

Applications for fall are now being accepted. 

LeAriA [More! 

□ 654-2251 
Q smcvt.edu/graduate 


i Saint Michael’s 
College f^ NDED 


Q graduate@smcvt.edu 


Youth Suicide 


ASK. LISTEN. GET HELP. 


UMatterUCanGetHelp.com 

Vermont Youth Suicide Prevention 
For crisis intervention: 

Call 2-1-1 in VT or 1.800.273.8255 







^^GIobaHeadeMr^vin^rieasureiTien^echnology^^Hinesburg^^mTon^l 
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Frank Stella Since the 

1950s, the legendary abstract artist has 
had one simple goal: to investigate "line, 
plane, volume and point, within space." 
His description may be spare, but the 
work is complex. See for yourself in 
“Frank Stella: Irregular Polygons," at 
Dartmouth College’s Hood Museum of 
Art through March 13. The show includes 
each of the 11 monumental compositions 
from his mid-’60s “Irregular Polygon" 
series, preparatory drawings for the 
1974 print series “Eccentric Polygons” 
and a selection of his latest work, “The 
Polychrome Reliefs." No stranger to 
Darmouth, Stella served as artist in 
residence there in 1963 and returned in 
1985, the year the Hood opened, to speak 
at a convocation and receive an honorary 
degree. Each of his irregular polygons 
is named after a New Hampshire small 
town. Pictured: “Moultonville II.” 


WARREN KIMBLE: Contemporary abstracted 



WINTER MEMBERS' EXHIBIT AND GINGERBREAD 


s: northern 



CAROLYN DROGE: 'Portraits.' oil paintings of dairy 
Art Gallery in Stowe. Info, 253-1818. 

CHRIS ROMANO: Transitions.' a visual journey 



ELIZABETH NELSON: Northeast Kingdom 




ART SHOWS 



K&tG Hartley If you’ve ever looked at a pear and thought, Hey, that kind 
of looks like someone I know, you’re not alone. Hartley has painted watercolor portraits 
of the voluptuous fruits for many years, using their expressive stems and figurative 
forms to represent the people in her life. Often they sit ripening in windowsills, the 
morning sunlight accentuating their curves. She positions each pear so they appear to 
be interacting, leaning into one another, craning their stems as if in lively conversation. 
Anthropomorphizing aside, they make for lovely still-life paintings. Hartley's works 
appear at Shelburne's Furchgott Sourdiffe Gallery in a group show called “Simple Gifts: 
A Show for All Seasons" through January 29. Pictured: “Rainy Day Friends.” 



FLYMMTiX 



REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 

in person: 153 Main St., Burlington or Essex Copy Ship Fax Plus 
by phone: 802-86-FLYNN, v/relay • online: www.flynntix.org 


JUST ANNOUNCED AND ON SALE 

1/14 FRI Carmen Souza @ FlynnSpace 
1/23 SUN Nan O'Brien SUNrise Listener Apr 
2/1 2 SAT Late Nite Catechism 3: "Til Deaf 

(on sale to Flynn Members 1 /4 

2/1 3 SUN 
2/24 THU 
3/8 TUE 


Michael Flatiey's 'Lord of the Donee' @ Flynn MainStoge 
(on sale to Flynn Members 1/25 and to the general public 1/31) 

Snoe.down 201 1 (3/25-20 @ Spartan Arena , Diamond Run Mall, Rutland, VT 


1/1 SAT 
1/7 FRI 
1/8 SAT 
1/8 SAT 
1/9 SUN 
1/14 FRI 
1/14 FRI 
1/15 SAT 
1/15 SAT 


Beethoven's Ninth Symphony @ Elley-Long Music Center, Saint Michael's College, Colchester 
Celebrate Vermont Inaugural Ball @ Sugorbush Resort, Warien 


t ‘Four Centuries of Song' @ The Cathedral Church of St.Paul 


1/21 FRI 
1/22 SAT 
1/23 SUN 
1/23 SUN 
1/26 WED 
1/28 FRI 
1/28 FRI 
1/29 SAT 
1/30 SUN 


i Burlington Hotel & Conference Center 


’ "Oliver Twist" (1/26-30, 2/2-6, 2/9-13) @ FlynnSpace 


photo by Monza Via 


Northern Vermont's primary source of tickets 
for performing arts and summer festivals 
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At the Movies With 
Kisonak and Harrison 2010 

By Rick Kisonak and Margot Harrison 


Rick Kisonak: The more things change, 
as they say, the more they stay the same. 
What strikes me when I look at this year's 
award-season front-runners is that so 
many were in the group I was looking at 
this time last year: The Coens are back 
with True Grit. And Jeff Bridges. And 
Matt Damon — all 2010 Oscar nominees. 
Ditto Colin Firth, Carey Mulligan and 
George Clooney. Each has generated 
2011 buzz. Randy Newman is a lock for 
yet another Best Song nod (who’s going 
to vote against Toy Story 3?). Speaking of 
which, Disney (C/p) is looking at likely 
back-to-back Best Animated Feature 
statuettes, thanks to the success of that 
little animated afterthought. What do you 
think — coincidence, or simply a case of 
talent rising to the top? 

Margot Harrison: How about inertia 
— as in, people don't want to leave their 
couches to try something new? Then 
again, maybe they’re finding more 
exciting new stuff from their couches. For 
me, this year proves we're approaching 
the day when 3-D spectacles will have 
sole occupancy of the multiplexes. When 
they aren’t bringing kids to the movies 
or channeling their inner kid, adults will 
stay home and watch shows such as “Mad 
Men,” "Breaking Bad” and “The Walking 
Dead," which inspired more enthusiasm 
than most of the movies getting awards 
buzz this year. 

Most Stellar Performance 



RK: This is a tight one. Jennifer 
Lawrence was uncanny in Winter’s Bone. 
Bridges made the role of Rooster Cogburn 
Ills own. Ryan Gosling reinvented himself 
in All Good Things. Then again in Blue 
Valentine. Christian Bale was crazy good 
as a crackhead in The Fighter. And, of 
course, Jesse Eisenberg, James Franco 


and Colin Firth were mesmerizing in 
The Social Network, 127 Hours and The 
King's Speech, respectively. But I’ve got 
to go with Robert Duvall. In the past 12 
months, I didn’t see a more inventive, 
multidimensional performance than the 
one he gave in Get Low. Twenty-eight 
years later, it’s time he got a second Oscar. 
In a related story: Bill Murray really 
ought to take home Best Supporting Actor 
hardware for his understatedly hilarious 
work in the same film. 

MH: As you pointed out in your 
Greenberg review, Rick, Ben Stiller 
and Jesse Eisenberg can seem like the 
same twitchy misanthrope at different 
stages of life. Therefore I jointly award 
them the honor this year for their 
performances in Greenberg and The 
Social Network, respectively. The Angry 
Smart Guy Who Can’t Handle Face-to- 
Face Communication is fast becoming 
America’s national archetype, and they 
both incarnated him brilliantly. 

Most Annoying 
Performance 

RK: A tie: John Travolta hit a new career 
low with From Paris With Love, basically 
a Bourne movie minus the brains. You 
know the guy's in iffy form when you find 
yourself wistfully recalling the glories of 
Battlefield Earth and Old Dogs. Every bit 
as annoying, though, was Julia Roberts 
in the stunningly unnecessary Eat Pray 
Love. Journeys of self-discovery don't get 
more insipid and self-serious than this. 
MH: Christina Aguilera in Burlesque. It’s 
not that the songstress can’t act; we’re not 
in Taylor Lautner territory. It’s more that 
she chose to do her acting with her hair. 
Then again, when it comes to letting the 
wig or weave do the work of character 
building, Cher and Angelina Jolie are also 
guilty. 

Best Comedy 

RK: I'm excluding Get Low from 
contention here because it’s so much 
more than a comedy. There’s some really 
dark stuff in there. Which, to my mind, 
leaves Please Give as the year’s crowning 


comic achievement. The fourth release 
from independent filmmaker Nicole 
Holofcener is that rarest of big-screen 
birds — a comedy for grown-ups. A close 
second: I Love You Phillip Morris. Jim 
Carrey as you’ve never seen him before. 
MH: I also loved the dark wit of Please 
Give, but for no-holds-barred absurdity 
I'm going with Bad Lieutenant: Port of 
Call New Orleans. I’m not sure Werner 
Herzog knew he was turning to comedy 
when he invented the “iguana cam,” but 
I suspect he had an inkling where things 
were headed when he gave Nicolas Cage 
free rein. 

Lamest Comedy 

RK: No contest: Death at a Funeral. The 
latest nail in the coffin of once promising 
playwright and filmmaker Neil LaBute’s 
career, this mindless remake of a British 
farce was so strained, noisy, desperate 
and mirthlessly scatological, it was hard 
to believe it featured talents like Chris 
Rock and Tracy Morgan, as opposed to a 
cast of latex cartoons with Eddie Murphy 
inside them. 

MH: While it’s not down there in the 
same category with witless romantic 
“comedies" such as The Switch, I was 
most depressed by the unfunniness of Hot 
Tub Time Machine. A great title and loopy 
premise fizzled into a series of tired ’80s 
jokes. 

Biggest Letdown 

RK: Gladiator is one of the greatest 
movies of all time. I can — and do 
watch it at least once a month. Also jolly 
good film fun: Body of Lies and American 
Gangster. What do these pictures have 
in common? The collaboration of Ridley 
Scott and Russell Crowe. So, hopes were 
high when the pair teamed up again. And 
then dashed by what they did. If it were 
possible to surgically extract virtually 
everything that made Gladiator movie 
magic, you’d wind up with a lifeless, long- 
winded anti-epic very much along the 
lines of Robin Hood. Talk about missing 
the mark. 

Also jaw-droppingly disappointing 
in my book was Black Swan, Darren 


Aronofsky's follow-up to 2008’s The 
Wrestler. It's already earned Best Picture 
nominations from the Critics Choice 
Awards and Golden Globes, and I’m 
wondering when the madness will stop. 
It's like direct-to-video David Lynch, only 
without the inspired loopiness. 

MH: There we disagree (see below). 

My biggest letdown was The Social 
Network. Not a terrible movie by any 
means, but, in my opinion, a hectoring 
and simplistic one about a complex and 
fascinating subject. I guess I just can’t 
agree with Aaron Sorkin that the Internet 
is destroying America, or that the rise of 
social networking boils down to sexual 
frustration. But, hey, at least someone 
made a movie about people using 
computers that wasn't boring. 

Biggest Surprise 

R K: That the big scene in 127 Hours 
wasn’t as much of a gagger as I’d read. 
According to published accounts, 
audience members have fainted, hurled 
and even been carried out on stretchers. I 
thought it was handled with a surprising 
degree of restraint. 



MH: Agreed — but then, I’ve seen lots of 
surgical photos and the Hostel movies. 

My biggest surprises were two: 1. Amanda 
Peet is hilarious (see Please Give) and 2. 
Paranormal Activity 2 was scary. 

Most Unnecessary 
Horror Remake 

RK: The whole point of an update like 
The Wolfman is to wow audiences with 
the latest generation of special effects. 

If Benicio Del Toro’s transmutation had 
been sufficiently awesome, it would 
hardly have mattered that the rest is a 





yawn. But it’s not awesome. It’s a hairy 
look, but not a remotely scary one. 

M H: A Nightmare on Elm Street. This 
remake of a perfectly good slumber-party 
staple wasn’t just unnecessary; it was 
excruciating. However, it did star Rooney 
Mara, who had a key part in The Social 
Network and has won the coveted role of 
Lisbeth Salander in David Fincher’s Stieg 
Larsson adaptations. If she goes A-list, 
this film could one day attain the lofty 
status of 1994’s The Return of the Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre, which introduced 
the world to Matthew McConaughey and 
Renee Zellweger. 

Least Superfluous 
Appropriation of a Comic 
Book, Video Game or Toy 

RK: Let's see ... Kick-Ass had its 
moments. Iron Man 2 didn’t quite live 
up to its predecessor, did it? I kind of 
liked The Losers, based on the Vertigo 
comic, but let’s face it; we’re not talking 
timeless cinema. For me, I guess the 
award goes to disco-loving, self-adoring 
Barbie boyfriend Ken, who was voiced 
by Michael Keaton in the living doll's 
big-screen debut and practically stole the 
Toy Story 3 show. Plastic has seldom been 
that fantastic. 



YOU NEED TO HIDE 
THOSETHEMES 
IN A CARTOON. 


MARGOT HARRISON 


MH: I decided to turn the category 
around this year. Adaptations of pop- 
culture properties came out practically 
every week in 2010, and most seemed 
pretty superfluous except to the fan base 
and the folks who profited from their 
devotion. Yet this year also brought us a 
few comic-book movies clever enough 
to interest people who’d never read the 
comic. The unjustly neglected Scott 
Pilgrim vs. the World stands out. 

Most Inexplicable Hit 

RK: A riddle wrapped in a mystery inside 
an enigma and then wrapped again in 
a faux-trippy, discombobulated script, 
Shutter Island (No. 15 on the list of the 
year's 150 largest grossers) is a film that 


leaves the viewer with a lot of questions. 
Foremost among them is why Martin 
Scorsese would waste his time on it A 
close second: Salt at No. 17! 

MH: The unfunny, unromantic ensemble 
rom com Valentine's Day managed to 
make it to No. 20 on the list. Based on 
anecdotal evidence, I’d say most of the 
tickets were bought by well-meaning 
men who wanted to surprise a special 
lady on Valentine's Day weekend. They 
should’ve sprung for a nice brunch 
instead. 

Most Inexplicable Flop 

RK: No shortage of these: The Kids Are 
All Right stalled out at No. 97, The Ghost 
Writer at No. 108, Greenberg at No. 137 
and Please Give at No. 138. But the double 
whammy went to the highly acclaimed 
and totally entertaining Joan Rivers: 

A Piece of Work. Not only is it No. 150 
in grosses, but the Academy's already 
bumped it from the list of this year’s Best 
Doc finalists. Something tells me Rivers 
will say a few choice words on that if she 
does her red-carpet preshow in February. 
MH: I am surprised by the poor take of 
Furry Vengeance (No. 110). Not saddened, 
believe me — just surprised. Maybe 
parents thought it was about the rage 
of people who like to get it on in animal 
suits, when in fact the title referred 
to Brendan Fraser’s battles with CGI 
raccoons. 


Multipicture Collaboration 
on Which It’s Time to Pull 
the Plug: 



RK: Well, again, I’m tempted to say 
DiCaprio and Scorsese, but I’ve got to 
go with Damon and Eastwood. Invictus 
ranked as a lesser contribution to the 
director’s filmography, but Hereafter was 
borderline silly. The subject was one any 
human being would find compelling. 
Eastwood's treatment of it, not so 
much. Let’s hope these two find other 
playmates before things get downright 
embarrassing. 

MH: I will say DiCaprio and Scorsese. 
And I wish I could extend the ban to 
DiCaprio and any A-list director who 
needs someone to play a guy who hides 
an abyss of grief and madness beneath 
a bland exterior. DiCaprio is skilled, but 
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At the Movies «. 


he’s better at the “bland” part than the 
“crazy" part, as he showed this year in his 
strikingly similar roles in Shutter Island 
and Inception. Maybe he should take Matt 
Damon's roles for a while. 

Best Omen of Civilization’s 
Impending Downfall 

RK: Of the top 10 films released in the 
U.S. this year, seven were either sequels 
or remakes, and four were cartoons. 
Arguably only a single movie — Inception 
— was made with grown-up audiences 
in mind. As I’ve pointed out previously, 
dozens of thoughtful, masterfully crafted 
pictures were also released. The problem 
isn’t that people aren’t making good 
movies but that people aren't going to see 
them. Guess where that’s going to lead. 
MH: Here’s how I interpret those 
numbers: If you want to make audiences 
ponder stuff like mortality, the fragility 
of community and the possible futility 
of love, you need to hide those themes 
in a cartoon. For my money, Toy Story 
3 was every bit as bleak as Greenberg, 
Please Give or Winter's Bone — and 
audiences ate it up! Another encouraging 
sign for civilization: Moviegoers seem 
to be rejecting the after-the-fact 3-D 
conversion process. 

But next year a new Transformers 
movie will be released, possibly in 3-D, 
and be the mega-grosser. So never mind 

Best Movie With No 
Movie Stars 

RK: Winter's Bone, hands down. Though 
something tells me we’ll be seeing a lot 
of these folks again. Jennifer Lawrence 
has already been tapped for Jodie Foster's 
next directorial outing. It’s called The 
Beaver, and she'll be costarring with 
someone every bit as disturbed and 
potentially dangerous as the characters in 
Winter's Bone — Mel Gibson. 



MH: The year didn't give us many great 
starless films, and I second your pick 
of Winter’s Bone. For best star-making 


performance in a film I wasn’t crazy 
about, though ... Noomi Rapace in The 
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo was amazing. 

Worst Movie With an 
All-Star Cast 

RK: In the medical drama Extraordinary 
Measures, we observe two human beings 
in the advanced stages of a generally 
irreversible condition. That's right: 
Brendan Fraser and Harrison Ford. Their 
careers are so Code Blue they’ve stooped 
to taking paycheck parts in a disease-of- 
the-week TV movie. 

M H : A tie between Knight and Day and 
The Tourist: two supernova pairings with 

Movie That Feels Most Like 
a Slap hi the Face to Anyone 
Actually Experiencing 
the Recession 



RK: Fitting neatly into this category 
for completely different reasons are 
the incendiary Inside Job (the economy 
didn’t attempt suicide; a bunch of greedy, 
arrogant jerks milked the system); 
and Rabbit Hole, a story about yuppies 
mourning their dead son inside what 
looks like a giant issue of Martha Stewart 
Living. 

MH: Sex and the City 2 is a shoo-in. But 
I added this category after seeing Sofia 
Coppola’s latest, Somewhere, which 
taught me how very hard it is to be a 
movie star. Weep for Stephen Dorff with 
nothing to do but sit in hotels and order 
room service! 

Best Documentary 

RK: Again, I've got to go with Inside Job, 
quite simply a masterpiece of nonfiction 
moviemaking. As the title suggests, it’s 


the story of a heist, of highway robbery on 
a global scale. But Inside Job differs from 
a typical heist film in that, while the bad 
guys get caught, they also get rich. And 
a free pass from the legal system. Bring 
your blood-pressure pills. 

MH: Restrepo. More than any other 
war documentary, it’s a gripping, real- 
time record of ordinary men under 
extraordinary stress that offers no easy 
answers. 

Best Movie Vermonters 
Probably Won’t Get to See 
Until 2011 

RK: There's no way Another Year will get 
here before next year. The latest from 
British writer-director Mike (Happy- 
Go-Lucky, Secrets & Lies) Leigh is well 
worth the wait. Jim Broadbent and Ruth 
Sheen are fabulous in this bittersweet 
character piece about a happily married 
London couple who offer safe harbor to a 
series of friends and relatives whose lives 
have not gone quite as swimmingly. The 
Company Men is likewise something to 
look forward to. Ben Affleck and Tommy 
Lee Jones star in this downsizing drama 
that, against all odds, manages to give the 
economic crisis a feel-good twist. It’s Up 
in the Air turned inside out. 

MH: I haven’t had a chance to see many 
films in this category, but here are 
the ones I’m waiting for. Dogtooth, an 
acclaimed Greek drama about parents 
who isolate their kids from the world, 
with unintended results. It's only hit 



PEOPLE AREN'T 
MAKING GOOD 



RICKKISONAK 


festivals in the U.S. so far. Buried, the 
Ryan-Reynolds-in-a-coffin movie, which 
never got wide release. (Maybe the 
implausibility of his cellphone signal 
was too much for viewers to take.) And 
Enter the Void, a Tokyo-set head trip from 
Gaspar ( Irreversible ) Noe. 

Worst Picture 

RK: Ooh, was the competition ever 
stiff in this category. So many movies 
disappointed (Dinner for Schmucks, 
Secretariat, Hereafter ), and so many 
others just plain blew (Prince of Persia, 







Sex and the City 2, The Last Airbender, 
Knight and Day, The Sorcerer's Apprentice 
— no Worst Picture list would be 
complete without a contribution from 
Nicolas Cage), that a picture had to reek 
on multiple levels to stand out. For me, 
that film was Blue Valentine. Marital 
meltdown can make for great art (see 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?), but in 
the hands of director Derek Cianfrance, it 
just made me sleepy. 



M H : Many shoddier movies than Sex and 
the City 2 were released this year, but 
none quite as squirm inducing. Escapist 
fluff has its place. Mocking anyone who 
doesn't share the Bergdorf-and-Blahniks 
lifestyle — including poor Mr. Big, who 
just wants to stay home and watch 


old movies — is plain dumb. At least I 
learned from this film that, as long as 
fundamentalist Muslim women wear 
couture under their abayas, they’re just 
like us. 

Best Picture 

RK: I don’t know about you, but I 
honestly can’t recall it ever being this 
difficult to choose. Not because so many 
films were outstanding, but because none 
really stands out from the crowd. This 
year gave us a lot of really good movies, 
but I don’t believe it gave us a great one 
like The Hurt Locker or No Country for 
Old Men. I’ve narrowed it down to The 
Fighter, Winter's Bone and 127 Hours. It’s 
pretty much a coin toss, but I guess I’ll 
root for the little guy and go with Winter’s 

MH: I was surprised by Never Let Me Go, 
a quiet and genuinely heartbreaking little 
film. Winter's Bone was excellent. But, 
though it may reveal I’m demented, my 
clear pick is Black Swan. Forget Inception: 
This movie is the real fever dream. It’s 
operatic camp raised to the level of art, 
and that's my favorite combination. ® 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


FAMOUS LAST WORDS It seemed fitting for 

this final edition of 2010 to test your knowledge of the cinema's 
great closing lines. Can you name the movies in which a character 
had the following final words? 


1. “I was cured all right.” 

2 . “The horror. The ...” 



COLCHESTER 


DEADLINE: Noon on Monday. 





Vermont T-shirts and Hoodies 






GREAT CLASSES 
...STARTING SOON! 



-j q 1 Abenaki Way* Winooski* 654-0505 

( f » \ / Fj and 12 locations statewide 

ofvermontI www.ccv.edu/spring 


Computer / 
House Calls Qn 

“Taking the FRUSTRATION out of computers” 

Affordable, Honest Computer Service 

✓ In YOUR home ✓ On YOUR computer ✓ Right where YOU need it 


• Internet and Network Connections 
•Virus & Spyware Protection & Removal 

• Software Installation, Upgrade and Repaii 

• Hardware Installation, Upgrade and Repaii 

• New Computer Puichase and Setup 
Cost: Flat rate of $90/hour. No mileage fees, no minimtun charge, no other bidden costs. 

www.computerhousecallsvt.com 802-324-5944 


• Data Backup and 
Recovery 

•One-on-One Tutoring 

• Owners are VT State 
College Faculty 



Do you have irregular cycles 
and want to become pregnant? 


Dr. Peter Casson, in collaboration with the Reproductive Medicine 
Network, is looking for volunteers for a research study comparing 
the effectiveness of two FDA-approved drugs for helping women 
become pregnant. 

You may eligible if you are 18-40 years old and have eight or 
fewer periods a year. 


For more information, please contact 
Dr. Casson at 802-656-7505 


Fletche 


NEWS QUIRKS 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Shortly after receiving a call about a 
robbery, Ottawa police said they got 
a second call reporting a stabbing. 
Responding officers found a man in his 
twenties outside a store that they sus- 
pect he robbed before tripping on his 
way out and stabbing himself with the 
knife used in the robbery. (CBC News) 

A man who tried to hold up a dough- 
nut shop with a knife stabbed himself 
while committing the crime, according 
to Vancouver police. Constable Jana 
McGuinness said the 22-year-old sus- 
pect was so drunk that he fell down, 
landing on the butcher knife he was 
wielding and stabbing himself in the 
abdomen. Officers found the suspect 
slumped on the floor, took him to the 
hospital to treat his wound and then 
arrested him. (CBC News) 

Darrell Fudge, 54, relied on his global 
positioning system to get him from 
British Columbia to his home in 
Newfoundland, but the GPS’s short- 
est route led through northern Maine. 
When he arrived at a remote U.S. 
border crossing, agents searched his 
car and found a half-kilogram of mari- 
juana in a cooler. (Lewiston, Maine’s 
The Sun Journal) 

Born to Be Wild 

New York state officials announced 
plans to implement an emergency 
birth-control program because a flock 
of wild turkeys, estimated at 72 birds, 
won’t stop pestering families living in 
Staten Island’s Ocean Breeze section. 
“It's frustrating,” said Christopher 
Decicco, speaking for Councilman 
James Oddo, who represents the area. 
“We want to do something for the 
residents in Ocean Breeze who keep 
calling and complaining their houses 
are surrounded by wild turkeys.” Oddo 
recently suggested birth control for 
pigeons nesting at the Staten Island 
Ferry but denied he is anti-bird. “I 
have nothing against fowl,” he said. “I 
have nothing against birds." 

Even though the New York City 
Parks and Recreation Department said 
that wild turkeys citywide have gone 
from near extinction in the 1950s to 
65,000 in the 1990s, it’s illegal to hunt 
them. Instead, the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation said its 
program would coat the turkeys' eggs 
with vegetable oil during the breeding 
season to prevent them from hatching. 
(Staten Island's The Epoch Times and 
SILive.com) 

Mensa Reject of the Week 

German authorities reported that a 
64-year-old man in Gumperda tried to 


seal off the entrance to his cellar with 
bricks but trapped himself inside. He 
didn’t realize his mistake until he'd 
finished the work, then waited a few 
days to see if anyone would rescue 
him before deciding to free himself by 
knocking down a wall. Neighbors who 
heard drilling noise called police, who 
were waiting for the man. A police 
official noted that instead of escaping 
through the wall he’d just built, the 
senior citizen demolished a neighbor's 
wall. (Reuters) 

Second-Chance Follies 

Britain’s National Health Service is so 
short of organ donations that trans- 
plant patients are being given the lungs 
of chain smokers. “In an ideal world, 
you would rather have lungs from 
20-year-old healthy people who have 
never smoked,” said James Neuberger, 
associate medical director of the NHS 
Blood and Transplant. “But this isn't a 
luxury we have.” The NHSBT said it’s 
also resorting to transplanting hearts 
from elderly and obese donors. (Brit- 
ain’s Daily Mail) 

Reasonable Explanation 

After receiving three anonymous 911 
calls reporting a murder and stab- 
bing in Clarksville, Tenn., city police 
responded with county and state 
reinforcements, including a K-9 unit 
and a helicopter, to aid in searching for 
the victims. After coming up empty- 
handed, investigators, noting the third 
call mentioned that Alex Baker killed 
his girlfriend, traced all three calls 
to a phone owned by Alex Lee Baker, 
20. Baker denied making the calls but 
under further questioning admitted re- 
porting the false crimes. He explained 
he was bored and anxious because 
he hadn’t had a cigarette in two days. 
(Clarksville’s The Leaf Chronicle) 

Prepositional Justice 

John G. Mendez, 45, beat the charge 
of passing a stopped school bus in 
Fairfax, Va., because of a missing, two- 
letter word in the state law. The statute 
states that a driver is guilty of reckless 
driving “who fails to stop, approach- 
ing from any direction, any school bus 
which is stopped on any highway,” 
omitting “at” before “any school bus.” 
Lawmakers removed the preposition 
when they amended the law in 1970. 
“He can only be guilty if he failed to 
stop any school bus," Judge Marcus 
D. Williams said when pronouncing 
Mendez not guilty. Mendez gave extra 
credit for finding the loophole to his 
lawyer, Eric E. Clingan, who said he 
took a look at the law, and “it just sort 
of jumped off the page at me.” ( The 
Washington Post) 


FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): ’Just because 
everything is different doesn't mean anything 
has changed," said writer Irene Peter. That 
should be cautionary advice for you in 2011, 
Aries. From what I can tell, it will be relatively 
easy for you to rearrange the way things look, 
but trickier to transform them from the inside 
out. You will have to be vigilant to keep from 
getting swept up in the giddiness of big talk at 
the expense of practical action. You'll have to 
push hard to make sure that seductive ideas 
are translated into concrete details. Can you 
do it? i think you can. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In 1967, 
John McCain was a U.S. Navy pilot fighting 
in Vietnam. Shot down during a bombing 
mission, he was captured and Jailed in the 

he was tortured. After being freed in 1973, he 
returned to the U.S. and eventually launched 
a political career. When he ran for president 
in 2008, his candidacy got an endorsement 
from an unlikely source: Tran Trong Duyet, 
the Vietnamese prison commander who 
had supervised his torture. In the coming 
months, Taurus, I expect you to experience a 
turnaround that will have comparable poetic 
justice. I'm not sure how it will unfold. Maybe 
an adversary will praise you, a person who 
wounded you will make amends, or a force of 
nature that once opposed you will come over 
to your side. Twenty-eleven will be a Year of 
Vindicating Reversals. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Can you finally 
escape the pain you got imprinted with during 
adolescence? Is it a realistic possibility that 
you could triumph over the conditioning 
you absorbed before you knew how to talk? 
Do you have the power to do what few of us 
have done, which is to get out from under the 
weight of the past, shed the inertia of your 
memories, and live brave and free in the raw 
truth of NOW? If there will ever in your life be a 
time when you can accomplish at least some 
of this noble quest, Gemini, it will be in 2011. 


between cities. But like many of America's im- 
pressive engineering feats, this one took little 
account of what the human soul might enjoy. 

CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNYS EXPANDED WEEKLY 


Ugly buildings or empty spaces surround 
many of those roads. Visually, the difference 
between 1-95 in Georgia and 1-74 in Illinois is 
negligible. "The Interstate highway system 
has made it possible* said Charles Kuralt, "to 
go from sea to shining sea without seeing 
anything." You cannot afford to let this be your 
operative metaphor in 2011, Cancerian. Your 
potential for rapid, extensive progress is siz- 
able, but it would be a mistake to barrel along 
with your eyes Fixed on the prize in the dis- 
tance as you neglect what's happening along 
the way. Be both global and local; romance the 
details as you revel in the big picture. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Fixing peoples teeth 
Is one of Dr. Peter Kertesz's specialties. The 
British dentist has a thriving business in 
London. Now and then he's also called on to 
practice an exotic variation: animal dentistry. 
Recently, he corrected the tooth problems 
of two tigers in a zoo. Other species he has 
helped include elephants, whales and pandas. 
In 2011, Leo, I suggest you consider branch- 
ing out like Dr. Kertesz. What would be the 
equivalent, in your domain, of expanding the 
ways you use your primary skills? 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 'What can I do 
with this eternal longing?" That's the First 
line oF "Assouf" a song by the African band 
Tinariwen. During the rest of the tune, the 
singer never offers a definitive answer to that 
plea, but as he tumbles and rumbles over the 
possibilities, the band plays a lot of righteous 
music. I suggest that you make Tinariwen’s cry 
your question of the year in 2011. It will be an 
excel lent use of your time to meditate on how 
to call forth, nurture and direct your ineffable, 
insatiable yearning. (Hear the song: tinyurl. 
com/Assouf.) 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): In 2011, I believe 







. together with an abundance of allies 
who are good for you. They will be your equals, 
they will share at least some of your most 
important values, and they will respect you 
for who you are. That’s excellent news, right? 
My only worry is that you might shy away from 
the demands that such invigorating collabo- 
rations will make on you. It would be less work, 
after all, to fall back into reliance on more 
prosaic relationships that dont ask so much of 


Capricorn 

(Dec. 22-Jan.l9): 

“We Americans are the best 
informed people on Earth as to 
the events of the last 24 hours,” 
wrote historian Will Durant some 
decades ago. ‘We are not the best 
informed as to the events of the 
last 60 centuries,” he concluded. 

Today this describes many 
Westerners, not just Americans. 
We are adrift in the Age of the 
Short Attention Span — a time 
when the lessons of the past are 
becoming lost or irrelevant. But 
in 2011, I’ll be rooting for you 
to elude this curse, Capricorn. 
It’s crucial for you to be in close 
touch with both the lessons 
provided by the grand sweep of 
human civilization and by your 
own personal history. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Michelangelo 
didn't think of himself as primarily a painter. 
Sculpture was his First love. Yet in 1508 he 
was coaxed into painting prodigious frescoes 
on the ceiling of the Slstlne Chapel. As he 
worked for four years, covering 12,000 square 
feet with sublime Images, he sometimes com- 
plained and felt resentful. The project took 
him away from two large sculptures he would 
have preferred to be working on. He feared his 
enemies had convinced the Pope to give him 


this task in order to demonstrate how medio- 
cre his painting was. But today his work at the 
Slstlne Chapel is regarded as a masterpiece. 

I suspect that in 2011 you may face a version 
of Michelangelo's dilemma. Scorpio: being of- 
job you dont consider your forte. It's 
quite possible, however, that accepting this 
"diversion" will yield interesting results. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): "When 
I became a man I put away childish things," 
said Sagittarian author C.S. Lewis, "including 
the fear of childishness and the desire to be 
very grown up." I suggest you take up that 
attitude yourself in 2011, Sagittarius. One of 
your top assignments in the coming months 
will be to play with greater intensity and more 
frequency and a heightened imagination. If 
you want to achieve your adult goals, you’ll be 
wise to re-create your childhood wisdom on a 
higher octave. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): "The third- 
rate mind is only happy when It is thinking 
with the majority," said author A.A. Milne. 
The second-rate mind is only happy when it 
is thinking with the minority. The first-rate 
mind is only happy when it is thinking." You 
will have an excellent chance to cultivate that 
definition of a First-rate mind in 2011, Aquarius. 
According to my reading of the astrological 
omens, life will be conspiring to strengthen 
your brain. You will have everything going for 
you if you make it your intention to sharpen 
your wits, use language more precisely, and 
see the world with greater clarity and objectiv- 
ity. To get the fun started, make a list of what 
you could do to push your Intelligence beyond 
its current limits. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): "Anything 
you're good at contributes to happiness," said 
philosopher Bertrand Russell. If I had my way, 
Pisces, you'd write that on a note and tape it 
to your bathroom mirror for the duration of 
2011. I think it would raise your appreciation 
for the power your personal gifts have to 
bestow blessings on both yourself and others. 5 
And I hope it would inspire you to spend a lot z 
of quality time Finding out all you can about > 
what you're good at and deepening your ca- < 
pacity to do what you're good at. 


0 HOROSCOPES & D 


T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 



JANUARY 1ST SPECIAL BINGO 

$300 games - Door open at 11am 
Warmups 1:15pm & Regular games2pm • Lots of fun, prizes & large variety of pulltabs 
$40 admission includes: Set of Warmups • 18 admission cards & a packet of specials 
Three Mystery Players will play FREE! 

A. Sponsored by Humane Society ol Chittenden County 

^SUNDAY. JANUARY 16 - SUPER BINGO , 

WATCH FOR UPCOMING DETAILS! ^ 


VIP DRAWINGS 
WILL BE HELD 
JAN. 18-19-20 

You do not have to be 
present to win on these 
monthly drawing. Just 
jot your phone number 
on your scan slips and 
drop It in the drum by 
the ‘cage" every time 
come to Broad- 


I PARACHUTED ONTO BILL GATES’ 
ESTATE TO DELIVER BOO RESUMES 
BUT HE HAD ME ARRESTED. 
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FEATUR I NG : 


Hi-tech, Interactive Flirting on 

THE BIG SCREEN 

Live 80s Music by 

HOT NEON MAGIC 


it HIGHER GROUND 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 

$5 • 21* 7:30 P.M.‘TIL...goa f 


Late-Night Dance Party by 

TOP HAT ENTERTAINMENT 

Don’t Miss all the Great 

PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS 


Pre-register at sevendaysvt.com 
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A S250 
GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM SMALL DOG! 
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FERSoIWUS 

For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



W5MLV MEN 

PART HIPPIE, A LITTLE REDNECK 

huntandgather. 33, Cl. 0119786 
DOWN TO EARTH 


the arts, pinkrose, 47. Cl, 0117543 
LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL FRIEND 

LittleCountryGirl. 43, 0119699 

W5MEN W5TVIEIM 

A LOTTO OFFER 


family oriented. Would like to spend 


to First. Believe. 50. 0119768 
JUST LOOKIN' 

playing pool & bowling. Working In 
health/medical field & hold license 

Interests. 119760 51. S, Cl, 0119760 
FUNNY & DOWN TO EARTH 

or one willing to try •&. Would like to 


ways. Midnitel, 55. Cl. 0119744 
LADY LOOKIN’ FOR MMM 

road, sheena. 52 0119723 
NEW TO THIS 

MarthaCrocker. 31. Cl. 0119719 
DOWN-TO-EARTH HAPPY HEART 




CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 


All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It’s free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


NoT olM IHi 'IMeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 


OPEN TO ORAL 8, Bl 

that up front Deb.Abby 45. 4119758 


GEEKY. FUNNY 8. SLIGHTLY NERVOUS 

much. TrinityJade. 30. Cl. 4119608 
PURE. SIMPLE PLEASURE 


creatively. azubi2life 29. Cl. 0116460 
FUN. KIND-HEARTED & REAL! 

heart. HoneyTIpped. 28. Cl 0118827 


MEN W5MEN 

I CANT LIE © 

downs ©. cliffy 20. 48. 0119776 


HUNTING FOR LOVE 

tbswanso. 32 Cl. 0119759 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING 8, PERSONAL 
GROWTH 

TrueNaturalLlfestyle 31. 0113975 


OBSERVER 


>6, Cl. 0119750 


MILITARY OUTSIDE. SOFTY INSIDE 


; ' ). Gem Jn_l. 45. 8. Cl. 0119755 


LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE 

message me. buddyl2388. 22. 0119677 

LOVERBOY. LOVERBOY... 

Hi. I'm me, itb True! Just a kid in 


are fun, playful, creative, healthy. 

less. sassafrass28, 54, Cl. 0119481 


LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE 

l LOVE coffee! Sorry, girls w/ cats, but 
I'm allergic! Tya89. 21. Cl. 0119412 

I LIKE THAT ABOUT YOU 


pRSFili oF 1H§ WEEK: 

MEN ieek^WoMLN 

SEEKING HER NECTAR 

The sweet Earth holds my roots in deep embrace. I 
am grounded through daily engagement w/ plants & 
cultivation, athletics, couples dance & sculpture. Although 
common interests are important for the foundation of 
friendship, how differences are supported in safety & 
acceptance is most critical for deep connection. I am a 
lifelong student, observer & doer of great energy, beesweet, 
59 , □. #102488 


GOOD COMMUNICATOR, RENAISSANCE 

Healthy & fit homebody loves: bl 


NatureGuy350. 64 Cl. 1118752 
OUTGOING NICE GUY 

loyal & try to do the best that I can in 

can be my equal. p916. 40. Cl. 4119747 
OUTDOORS FUN! 


WORK HARD PLAY HARD 


LIVING THE LIFE. 


smile big! sailH20. 41. Cl. 4113979 
NATIVE VERMONTER 

woody6343. 59 4119725 


Lightning. Flash. 26 8. Cl, 4104620 
CHARMING. EDUCATED. SEXY 

outdoors, maverickvt. 39. Cl. 4114741 

510, 170. dark hair 8. eyes, not bad 




pERSoN%S 


▲a*/ 


W5MEIM &eefaig£? 


I LIKE SEX TO EXCESS 

sexmaker6669420. IS. Cl. 0119659 



For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


of humor Poddu 63. Cl. #119754 
EXTREME SPORTS 

for more. zone. 51. Cl. #119745 
LOVES GIVING ANAL 


oMEE 


NEED SOME FUN 

funbarregr!88. 22. Cl #119229 
TIRED OF DREAMING 

me tlmetotry. 50. #119188 


lots of attention. CA2001 42 #106992 


IN NEED. CAN YOU HELP 

need for drinks. We meet we XXXX. we 


>1. #118996 


FRIEND OR SOMETHING MORE 

extra ©. ellegurll3. 21, Cl. #119600 
rs HAVE IT 

from the other. This is NSA & NO mind 

HOT WHEELS AMPUTEE 


LETS GET CURIOUS TOGETHER 


CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


NoT oN MS 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 


SEXY. NATURAL. INTUITIVE GIRL 

8. VERY sexually charged, so I need 
optimisticloving 20, Cl, #119017 
PLAYFUL ATTRACTIVE SWEETHEART 

w/ me! codybabe. 28. #119015 
SEEKING OUTDOOR ORGASM 


TrailWorkingFlooze. 21 1118971 
PURRRRR 


down my chest for you. Titillate & tickle 
the flesh w/ me Mkitty, 36. Cl. #118816 


IViEIM 


BE MY SEXY SULTRY SLAVE 

Dude, it’ll totally be great I’m tellirt ya. 

BurlingtonVTDT. 30. #119763 


WEEKLY BONDAGE PAL WANTED 

are great. tb05641. 61. 8. #117822 
EXPLORER SEEKS FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 


pot Morningstarl2. 20. #119736 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING NEW 


some fun S. Edd420. 29. #119737 


SEXY420 COUPLE SEEKING HOT CHICK! 

420-friendly, D/O-free. down-to- 

w33d .lovers. 21. Cl. #116789 
ONE TIME ONLY 

NORMAL ATTRACTIVE COUPLE SEEKING 


KINK oF 1H§ WEEK: 


women 


BUNNY 

I like sex; nothing wrong with that. I am currently In an 
open relationship. My goal here is to make a few friends 
to have some steamy sexual conversations with. I want to 
be strictly online with email only. Don't be afraid: I am thy 
bunny, let me be your prey. Bunnyofsnow, 19. CD. #119307 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: What is your hottest feature 
and why? TITS! 


SEX IS MY FAVORITE WORKOUT! 

times. CubForAlady. 23. #119728 
SHY EXHIBITIONIST 

i bradbulck 62 8, #119316 


WELL EQUIPEO & READY 

or join in. NEKguy. 42. 8. Cl. #119718 
SINGLE & LOOKING 


PINK ASS SPANKING 

spoon, spankster. 50. 8. Cl. #119369 


HELP RAISE OUR FREAK FLAG 

Vtprofessionalcouple, 45. #119649 
TESTING THE WATERS 

hetero. kitteh. 28. Ct #119629 
TWO FOR ONE 

good, clean fun. mandk. 48. #117240 


ToOIMeNSE? 

GO BACKl PAGE 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


You: Woman. Me: Man. #908379 


LITTLEBITCOUNTRY. LITTLEBITDD 

Man. Me: Woman. #908374 
LITTLEBITCOUNTRY. LITTLE BIT 

10, 2010. Where: Seven Days. You: 
Man. Me: Woman. #908372 


MAMBO KING ALL STAR 


Where: Cuba, 
ran. #908393 


BEST BUY WILLISTON FRIDAY NIGHT 

you. @ When: Friday. December 17, 
2010. Where: Best Buy Williston. 

You: Man. Me: Woman. #908386 

ABHYANGA AT TW02TANG0 

Church St. then tea. Thanks for the 

You: Woman. Me: Man. #908385 
OTHER PLACE BILLIARDS 

December 16, 2010. Where: The Other 
Place. You: Woman. Me: Man. #908384 


17. 2010. Where: Bolton Valley. You: 
Woman. Me: Man. S #908383 

HEY. LORAX! 

We talked briefly at a stop light about 




BUY-CURIOUS? 

If you’re thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 




in. #908378 


Where: Williston Rd. by the Holiday 
Inn. You: Woman. Me: Man. #908382 

SMILING ON BUS 

shoes. Would love to talk, maybe sit 

You: Woman. Me: Man. #908380 
LUNAR ECLIPSE OF THE HEART 


I'M MAKING A LIST 

whob naughty/nice. On the BAD list: 

SC-Founder/The Rudolph Underground 

Where: Rt 100N. Waterbury Center. 
You: Man. Me: Man. #908377 

GEORGE IN HONEY HOLLOW 

one but though t nothing of it UNTIL I 

Man. Me: Woman. S #908376 
TALL TREES AT CITY MARKET 


11. 2010. Where: City Market. You: 
Woman. Me: Man. S #908375 


10, 2010. Where: Cloud 89. You: 
Woman. Me: Woman. #908362 

REDHEAD FLETCHER ALLEN/TECH 


You: Woman. Me: Man. #908367 
TATTOOED CASHIER W/GAELIC NAME 

we've chatted about). When: Friday. 
December 10, 2010. Where: Route 14. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. #908366 

THE HOSPICE 8. THEN 

Me: Woman. #908365 




Sunday. October 5. 2008. Where: k21. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. #908364 

MEGALIN 


December 9, 2010. Where: Tech Park. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. #908361 

LUVTOBEINVT LOOKING FOR YOU 


CUTE SMILE AT MANHATTAN 

December 10, 2010. Where: Manhattan 
Pizza. You: Man. Me: Woman. #908371 

RE: CUTE MUSTACHE 

You: Woman. Me: Man. #908370 
RESPONSE TO YOU'RE UNBELIEVABLE 

You: Woman. Me: Man. #908368 
TOOTH MODEL IN WILLISTON 

& I told you that I like to go white- 


mistress 

maeve 


t 


The close of another year ... alone. I am a rapidly- 
turning-40 dude who's never been married, not 
even close. In my twenties, I thought I had so much 
time. In my thirties. I spent too much time chasing 
my twenties (and the women to match). Now, here 
l am — the only single guy out of all my friends. I 
spend most evenings with frozen pizza and Netflix. 
Just about the only interaction with women I get 
is through my Xbox. I don't ski. I don't bike. I have 
a beer gut. Yet I live in Vermont — where you can't 
meet a girl unless you bump into her at a sporting- 
goods store or hiking fucking Camel's Hump. 

Do I really have to give up living in this beautiful 
land and move to a city in order to find a woman 


Lonely in the Tundra 


Sorry to break it to you, but any Vermont woman 
who doesn't own a pair of snow boots is an idiot. 
However, that doesn't mean you can't find a girl 
who's willing to swap her Sorels for stilettos, given a 
proper invitation. 

Last time I checked, no eligible ladies were 
hanging out around your pity pot. so get off it. Your 
failure to rock climb and backcountry snowboard 
may make dating more difficult, but you just have 
to get creative. What type of woman are you looking 
for? Perhaps you'll meet her at an art class, at the 
comic shop, or sitting at a table at Muddy Waters? If 
you're still attached to staying on your couch, give 
online dating a whirl. I guarantee, you'll find plenty 
of Vermont women who would prefer a night on the 
town to a day on the mountain. 

And, hey, if all else fails, you're just a short drive 
from Montreal — a city bustling with metropolitan 
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Need advice? 

Email me at mistressSPsevendaysvt.cc 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 





Lovin’ Spoonful 


Circo Comedia 




Spruce Peak 


PERFORMING 

Arts Center 

122 Elourglass Dr. I Stowe, Vermont 


Act 1 Tickets Available Now 
@ sprucepeakarts.org 


The 




1 8 8:00P m 


The Music Man 

Lorna Luft - Songs My Shawn Colvin 

Mother Taught Me 

1/18, 1/19 | 7:30pm 


1 1/21 | 8:00pm 1 01/27 | 8:00pm 


c 

Grand Opening Season Sponsor C H A R T 1 S 





